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Dr. Indika Wanninayake
Chairman 

One of the highest priorities of the Government of Sri Lanka is the prevention 
and control of drug abuse, as reflected in the National Policy Framework that 
places strong emphasis on safeguarding individuals, families, and communities 
from the harmful effects of substance use. Within this framework, the availability 
of accurate, real-time information and comprehensive statistics plays a crucial role 
in the formulation of evidence-based policies and the effective implementation of 
prevention, treatment, and law enforcement programmes.

The Handbook of Drug Abuse Information in Sri Lanka 2025 serves as a vital 
national reference that brings together reliable data from all key government 
agencies involved in drug control. It provides a consolidated overview of trends, 
patterns, and responses related to drug abuse, making it the only government 
publication that encompasses data from multiple validated sources.

This handbook will be an invaluable resource for policymakers, professionals, 
researchers, academics, and practitioners engaged in the field of drug prevention 
and control. By presenting the most recent and verified statistics, it supports 
the continuous development of informed strategies and interventions aimed at 
reducing the impact of drugs on our society.

I commend the efforts of the Research Division of the National Dangerous Drugs 
Control Board for compiling this important publication and ensuring the accuracy, 
consistency, and credibility of its content. It is my sincere hope that this edition 
will contribute to strengthening national efforts toward a safer, healthier, and drug-
free Sri Lanka.

Foreword
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Commander K.K.S. Kothalawala (Rtd) USP
Director General

The Handbook of Drug Abuse Information in Sri Lanka 2025 represents another 
important step in our continuous effort to provide comprehensive and evidence-
based information on the drug situation in the country. This publication aims to 
support policymakers, professionals, researchers, and the general public with 
accurate statistical data and analytical insights essential for understanding current 
trends and planning effective responses.

This year’s edition has been developed with an improved layout, enhanced data 
visualization, and new interpretations that make it more reader-friendly and 
useful for decision-making and academic purposes. It reflects our commitment 
to maintaining high standards of accuracy, reliability, and relevance in the 
dissemination of information related to drugs.

I take this opportunity to extend my sincere appreciation to the staff of the Research 
Division of the National Dangerous Drugs Control Board for their dedication 
and hard work in compiling, analyzing, and verifying the data presented in this 
publication. Their contribution has been instrumental in ensuring the quality and 
comprehensiveness of this handbook.

I invite all readers to make full use of this publication and to share your valuable 
feedback and suggestions to further improve and strengthen future editions. 
Together, through knowledge sharing and collaborative effort, we can continue 
to enhance the effectiveness of Sri Lanka’s national response to drug-related 
challenges.

Preface
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Current Drug Abuse Situation in Sri Lanka

The data indicates a clear upward trend in drug-related arrests over the past five 
years, rising steadily from 97,416 in 2020 to 228,450 in 2024. Each year reflects a 
notable increase compared to the previous year. 

Exhibit I - Drug Related Arrests 2020 - 2024

In 2024, Sri Lanka recorded a total of 228,450 arrests for drug-related offences, 
reflecting both the gravity of the drug problem and the intensity of enforcement 
operations. The prevalence of drug-related arrests in 2024 among age category 15-
64 is 1,050 persons per 100,000 persons of the population. Among these, heroin-
related arrests accounted for 75,097 individuals (32.9%), while cannabis-related 
arrests amounted to 75,602 (33.1%), confirming its widespread cultivation and use. 
Arrests linked to methamphetamine reached 68,132 (29.8%), marking a dramatic 
rise in synthetic stimulant abuse and placing the substance alongside heroin and 
cannabis as one of the country’s most significant drug threats. Smaller but notable 
figures included 82 arrests for cocaine-related offences and 649 arrests for hashish, 
underscoring the wide spectrum of illicit substances in circulation.
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An analytical presentation of arrests related to heroin, cannabis, and 
methamphetamine in 2024 reveals a noticeable increase. In particular, heroin-
related arrests show a 13.5% rise compared to 2023.

Exhibit III - Heroin Related Arrests 2020 - 2024
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Exhibit II - Drug Related Arrests by Drugs 2024
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The expansion of methamphetamine-related arrests represents the most significant 
shift in the national drug landscape. Arrests rose sharply from just 2,387 in 2020 to 
68,132 in 2024, with the Western Province alone recording more than 55,000 cases 
last year. Other provinces, including North Western, Central, and Southern, also 
reported sharp increases, highlighting the spread of synthetic drug abuse across 
the country.

In 2024, the majority of drug-related arrests were linked to cannabis, accounting 
for 75,602 cases. Among individuals aged 15–64, the arrest rate was 347 per 100,000 
population.

Exhibit IV - Cannabis Related Arrests 2020 - 2024
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Exhibit V - Methamphetamine Related Arrests 2020 - 2024

An emerging concern during the year was the rise of Kush, a synthetic form of 
cannabis, with 47 individuals arrested for offences linked to its use and distribution. 
Although the numbers remain comparatively small, the presence of Kush signals 
a new and troubling trend, particularly among youth. Enforcement agencies also 
reported a growing number of cases involving the abuse of controlled medicines 
such as tramadol, diazepam, and other prescription pills. While not formally 
disaggregated in the main statistics, these incidents represent a rising and complex 
threat, especially to young adults and vulnerable populations.

Enforcement efforts also resulted in substantial seizures of illicit drugs. From 
January to December 2024, authorities confiscated 832.36 kilograms of heroin, 
8,359.50 kilograms of cannabis, and 1,364.25 kilograms of methamphetamine, 
reflecting both the scale of trafficking and the commitment of agencies to disrupt 
supply chains. The Western Province remained the focal point of enforcement, 
with divisions such as Kelaniya, Nugegoda, Colombo Central, Colombo North, 
and Colombo South accounting for the highest numbers of seizures and court 
cases. 
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Exhibit VI - Quantity of Seized Drugs 2020 - 2024

Treatment Services 

Treatment Seeking behavior in Sri Lanka has increased Systematically year by year 
from 2020 to 2024, reflecting a growing recognition of the need for help among 
individuals with drug dependence. 

Exhibit VII - Treatment Admissions 2020 - 2024
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In 2024, a total of 3,140 drug users received treatment services across Sri Lanka, 
with a clear shift toward community-level interventions. The majority, 58.8%, were 
treated through the community outreach services of the National Dangerous Drugs 
Control Board (NDDCB), largely due to the implementation of several community-
based treatment camp programmes in the Western Province. Institutional services 
continued to play an important role, with 18.9% of users admitted to NDDCB’s 
Treatment and Rehabilitation Centre, 12.9% to the Treatment and Rehabilitation 
Centres under the Bureau of Rehabilitation, and 9.4% through treatment services 
of non-governmental organizations (NGOs). These figures illustrate the growing 
emphasis on community-based support, which has significantly reshaped the 
national treatment landscape. All treatment and rehabilitation services operate 
under the regulatory framework of the Drug Dependent Persons (Treatment and 
Rehabilitation) Act No. 54 of 2007, ensuring quality and accountability in service 
delivery.

Exhibit VIII - Treatment Admissions by Type of Facility
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A closer examination of the data reveals important socio-demographic and 
behavioral patterns among those admitted for treatment. The Western Province 
accounted for 77.6% of all admissions, with the Gampaha District alone contributing 
31.2%, demonstrating the region’s central role in the expanded outreach treatment 
model. Gender distribution remained heavily male-dominated, with 3,122 males 
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and only 18 females reported for treatment in 2024. In terms of drug administration 
methods, 37.9% of users employed the “Chinese method”, while 29.7% smoked 
drugs and 24.8% consumed them by eating or drinking. Marital status data 
indicated that over half of those admitted were single (51.7%), with 35% married, 
pointing to potential vulnerabilities among unmarried populations. Educational 
background also showed notable patterns, with 39.4% having studied only up to 
Grade 5–10, and 40.9% having completed the G.C.E. Ordinary Level examination. 
Together, these findings highlight not only the demand for diverse treatment 
modalities but also the strong social and demographic dimensions influencing 
treatment admissions in 2024.

Drug-Related Prison Admissions

In 2024, Sri Lanka recorded a total of 47,783 prison admissions, with narcotic 
offences accounting for 65.5 percent (31,314 cases), continuing the upward 
trajectory observed over the past five years. 

Exhibit IX - Prison Admissions 2020 - 2024
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The overwhelming majority of admissions were male (46,898; 98.1 percent), while 
females accounted for 885 cases (1.9 percent), reflecting a gradual increase in 
women’s involvement in narcotic-related offences and highlighting the importance 
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of gender-sensitive intervention strategies. In terms of substances, heroin remained 
the most common drug linked to prison admissions, with 16,664 cases (53.2 
percent), though its share has declined compared to previous years. Conversely, 
methamphetamine-related admissions rose sharply to 9,454 (30.2 percent), 
marking a significant shift in the national drug profile, while cannabis accounted 
for 4,988 admissions (15.9 percent). Offences linked to opium, other narcotics, and 
tablets collectively represented less than one percent, underscoring the dominance 
of heroin, cannabis, and methamphetamine in the prison population.

Socio-demographic data provide further insights into the composition of drug-
related prison admissions. By ethnicity, 64.8 percent were Sinhala, followed by 
Muslims at 19.8 percent and Tamils at 15.1 percent. Religious affiliation data 
showed that Buddhists accounted for 58.1 percent, Islam 20.0 percent, Hindus 
11.7 percent, Roman Catholics 6.2 percent, and other Christians 4.0 percent. Age 
distribution indicates that the majority of admissions were concentrated among 
young and middle-aged adults, with 25.1 percent aged 23–30 years, 27.7 percent 
aged 31–40 years, and 24.1 percent aged 41–50 years. Geographically, the Western 
Province dominated narcotic-related admissions, with Colombo District alone 
reporting 17,357 cases and Gampaha District 5,016 cases, followed by significant 
figures from Kalutara, Kandy, and Kurunegala. These findings reflect both the 
concentration of drug markets and enforcement activity in urban and high-density 
regions. The persistently high proportion of drug-related offences in the prison 
system, combined with the rapid increase in methamphetamine cases, underscores 
the urgent need for integrated approaches to drug control, including expanded 
community-based treatment, targeted prevention strategies to reduce recidivism, 
prison overcrowding, and the broader social harms of drug dependence.
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Y%S ,xldfõ u;aøjH ÿ¾Ndú;h ms<sn| j¾;udk ;;a;ajh

miq.sh jir my we;=<; w;awvx.=jg .ekSïj, j¾Okhla fmkakqï lrk nj 

u;aøjH wdY%s; w;awvx.=jg .ekSï yryd ;yjqre fõ' 2020 j¾IfhaoS 97"416 la 

w;awvx.=jg .ekSï isÿ lr we;s w;r" th 2024 j¾IfhaoS 228"450 la ù we;'

m%ia;dr I - u;aøjH wdY%s; jerÈ i|yd w;awvx.=jg .ekSï 2020 - 2024

2024 j¾IfhaoS u;aøjH jeros iïnkaOfhka w;awvx.=jg m;a mqoa.,hska ixLHdj 

228"450 la jk w;r th Y%S ,xldfõ u;aøjH .eg¨fõ ;Sj%;djh iy kS;sh 

l%shd;aul lsÍfï fufyhqïj, id¾:l;ajh ms<sìUq lrkq ,nhs' 2024 j¾Ifha 

u;aøjH jeros i`oyd w;awvx.=jg m;a mqoa., ixLHdfjys m%jK;djh jhi wjqreÿ 

15-64 w;r ck.ykfhka mqoa.,hska ,laIhlg mqoa.,hska 1,050 ls' 2024 j¾Ifha 

oS fyfrdhska iïnkaO w;awvx.=jg .ekSï 75,097 (32.9]) la jd¾;d ù we;' Y%S 

,xldj ;=< kS;súfrdaë f,i .xcd j.d lsÍu isÿ jk w;r .xcd Ndú;fha jHdma;sh 

i`oyd tu.ska Rcq n,mEula isÿlrkq ,nhs' .xcd iïnkaOfhka w;awvx.=jg .ekSï 

75,602 (33.1]) la jd¾;d ù we;' fldflaka wdY%s; w;awvx.=jg .ekSï 82 la iy 

yISia iïnkaO w;awvx.=jg .ekSï 649 la jd¾;d ù we;'
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2020 isg 2024 j¾I olajd fyfrdhska" .xcd iy fu;eïmsgñka iïnkaO w;awvx.=jg 

.ekSï ms<sn`o úYaf,aIKd;aulj bosßm;a lsÍfïoS w;awvx.=jg .ekSïj, hï 

jeäùula y`ÿkd.; yelsh' ta wkqj fyfrdhska iïnkaO w;awvx.=jg .ekSï 2023 

j¾Ihg idfmalaIj 13.5% l jeäùuls'

m%ia;dr III - fyfrdhska wdY%s; jerÈ i|yd w;awvx.=jg .ekSï 2020 - 2024
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2024 j¾IfhaoS u;aøjH wdY%s; w;awvx.=jg .ekSï j,ska nyq;rh jd¾;d ù we;af;a 

.xcd iïnkaOfhka jk w;r ixLHd;aulj 75,602 la fõ' wjqreÿ 15-64 jhia 

LdKavhg wh;a mqoa.,hskaf.a .xcd wdY%s; jerÈ i|yd w;awvx.=jg .ekSfï 

m%jK;djh iuia; ck.ykfhka ,laIhlg mqoa.,hska 347 fofkls'

m%ia;dr IV - .xcd wdY%s; jerÈ i|yd w;awvx.=jg .ekSï 2020 - 2024
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u;aøjH iïnkaO w;awvx.=jg .ekSï j,oS j¾;udkh ;=< jeä wjOdkhg ,lajk 

u;aøjHhla f,i fu;eïmsgñka Ndú;h iy tys jHdma;sh y`ÿkd.; yelsh' ta 

fu;eïmsgñka wdY%s; w;awvx.=jg .ekSï iy Ndú;fhys lemS fmfkk j¾Okhla 

fmkakqï lrk ksidfjks' 2020 j¾IfhaoS fu;eïmsgñka iïnkaO w;awvx.=jg 

.ekSï 2,387 la jQ w;r 2024 jk úg th 68,132 olajd w;awvx.=jg m;aùïj, 

YS>% j¾Okhla y`ÿkd.; yelsh'
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2024 j¾Ifha oS niakdysr m<df;ka muKla mqoa.,hska 55,000 lg jeä m%udKhla 

w;awvx.=jg m;aj we;' jhU" uOHu iy ol=K we;=¿ wfkl=;a m<d;aj, o 

fu;eïmsgñka jHdma;sfhys j¾Okhla y`ÿkd.; yels w;r lD;su u;aøjH wksis 

f,i wjNdú; ùula oSm jHdma;j y`ÿkd.; yelsh'

miq.sh jir ;=< u;= jQ kj m%jK;djhla f,i l=Ia jHdma;sfhys j¾Okhla 

y`ÿkd.; yels w;r l=Ia hkq lxid wdY%s;j ksIamdokh lrk ,o kS;Hkql+, fkdjk 

u;aøjHhls' 2024 j¾IfhaoS l=Ia iïnkaOfhka mqoa.,hska 47 fofkl= w;awvx.=jg 

m;a ù we;' ixLHd;aul o;a; wkqj l=Ia iïnkaO w;awvx.=jg m;aùïj, wvqùula 

fmkakqï l< o ;reK msßia w;r Ndú;hg fhduq ùula y`ÿkd.; yelsh' tfukau 

T!IOuh fm;s j¾. wjNdú;h o hï j¾OkSh ;;a;ajhla fmkakqï lrk w;r 

g%eufvda,a" vhimEï jeks T!IO iïnkaOfhka w;awvx.=jg .ekSï ksrka;rfhka 

isÿ lrkq ,nk w;r kS;sh l%shd;aul lsÍfï wdh;k ta iïnkaOfhka jeä 

wjOdkhla fhduq lr ;sfí' ixLHd;aul o;a; iy u;aøjH jHdma;sh wkqj" u;aøjH 

Ndú;h ;reK mrmqr fukau jeäysáhkag o oeä n,mEula lrk nj y`ÿkd.; 

yelsh'

kS;sh l%shd;aul lsÍfï wdh;k u.ska id¾:lj isÿ lrk ,o jeg,Sï fya;=fjka 

2024 j¾Ifha ckjdß isg foieïn¾ olajd ld,h ;=< fyfrdhska lsf,da .%Eï 832'36 

la" .xcd lsf,da.%Eï 8"359'5 la" fu;eïmsgñka lsf,da.%Eï 1"364'25 la o kS;sfha                 
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/yekg yiq lr we;' niakdysr m<d; ;=< le,Ksh" kqf.af.dv" fld<U uOHu" 

fld<U W;=r iy fld<U ol=K jeks fmd,sia fldÜGdi j,ska jeäu w;awvx.=jg 

.ekSï m%udKhla isÿj we;'

m%ia;dr VI - u;aøjH jerÈ wdY%s; w;awvx.=jg m;a jQ m%udKhka 2020 - 2024 ^Kg)

m%;sldr yd mqkre;a:dmk fiajdjka	

u;aøjH Ndú; wl%u;d fya;=fjka m%;sldrj,g we;=<;a jQ mqoa.,hska m%;sldr 

fiajdjka úúO wdh;k yryd ,nd f.k ;sfí' 2024 j¾IfhaoS mqoa.,hska 3"140 la 

m%;sldr yd mqkre;a:dmkhg we;=<;a ù we;'

 
 

1,630.2 1,630.1 1,677.1 

850.7 
832.4 

16,195.4 
15,628.2 

17,607.4 

10,220.5 

8,359.5 

811.8 377.3 283.9 83.2 

1,364.3 

0

2000

4000

6000

8000

10000

12000

14000

16000

18000

20000

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

fyfrdhska .xcd fu;eïmssgñka



14

m%ia;dr VII - m%;sldr fiajdjkag we;=<;aùï 2020 - 2024 
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1,996 2,039 

3,140 

m%;sldr fiajdjkag we;=<;aùï 2020-2024 

2024 j¾IfhaoS m%;sldr yd mqkre;a:dmk fiajdjkag we;=<;a jQ ixLHdj 3,140 
la jk w;r m%;sldr l%shdj,sh i`oyd m%cd mdol m%;sldr uÜgfï ueosy;aùula 

wjYH jk nj fmkS hk lreKls' niakdysr m<d; flakaø lr .ksñka m%cd 

mdol m%;sldr l`ojqre lsysmhla l%shd;aul jQ w;r" iuia; m%;sldr j,g we;=<;aùï 

j,ska 58.8] la m%cd m%;sldr i`oyd fhduq ù we;' fkajdisl$wdh;k.; m%;sldr 

uOHia:dk l%shd;aul jk w;r wka;rdhlr T!IO md,l cd;sl uKav,fha m%;sldr 

uOHia:dk j,g we;=<;a ùfï m%;sY;h 18.9] la o" mqkre;a:dmk ld¾hdxYh úiska 

mj;ajdf.k hkq ,nk m%;sldr yd mqkre;a:dmk uOHia:dkj,g 12.9] la o iy 

fm!oa.,sl m%;sldr uOHia:dk i`oyd 9.4] la o jYfhka jd¾;d ù we;' 2007 
wxl 54 T!IO j,g weíneysjQjka ms<sn`o m%;sldr yd mqkre;a:dmkh lsÍfï mk; 

hgf;a m%;sldr fiajdjkays .=Kd;aulNdjh ms<sn`o kshdukh lrkq ,nhs'
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m%ia;dr VIII - m%;sldr uOHia:dk wkqj m%;sldr fiajdjkag we;=<;a ùu - 2024

u;aøjH Ndú; wl%u;d fya;=fjka m%;sldrj,g we;=<;a jQjkaf.a m%cd yd iudc 

úoHd;aul me;slv úYaf,aIKh lsÍfïoS niakdysr m<df;ka 77.6] la jk w;r" 

.ïmy osia;%slalfhka 31.2] la jd¾;d ù we;' m%;sldr yd mqkre;a:dmkhg we;=<;a 

jQ fiajd,dNSka w;ßka 3,122 la mqreIhska o" 18 fofkl= ia;%S o jYfhka ksfhdackh 

ù ;snqKs' fiajd,dNSka w;ßka wújdyl 51.7] la iy újdyl 35] mqoa.,hska úh' 

wOHdmk uÜgu wkqj n,k l," 39.4] la 5-10 fY%aKsh olajd wOHdmkh ,nd 

;snQ w;r 40.9] la w' fmd' i' idudkH fm< iïmQ¾K lr ;snqKs' m%;sldr yd 

mqkre;a:dmk fiajdjka j,g we;=<;a ùfï ixhq;sh úYaf,aIKh lsÍfïoS iudchSh 

yd m%cd úoHd;aul me;slvj, úúO;ajhka y`ÿkd.; yelsh'

nkaOkd.dr .;ùï

2024 j¾IfhaoS uq¿ nkaOkd.dr .;ùï 47"783 la jd¾;d ù we;s w;r" u;aøjH jeros 

iïnkaOfhka w;awvx.=jg m;a mqoa.,hska ixLHdj 31"314 la ^65'5]& fõ' miq.sh 

j¾Ihka yd iei|SfïoS nkaOkd.dr .;ùïj, hï j¾OkSh ;;a;ajhla fmkakqï 

lrhs'
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m%ia;dr IX - nkaOkd.dr .;ùï 2020 - 2024
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14,547 

30,331 

46,939 47,783 

nkaOkd.dr .;jQ mqoa.,hska 46,898 la mqreIhska jQ w;r" 885 la ldka;djka 

ksfhdackh úh' u;aøjH wkqj" fyfrdhska iïnkaOfhka nkaOkd.dr .;ùï 

16,664 la jd¾;d ù we;s w;r m%;sY;hla f,i 53.2] ls' fu;eïmsgñka wdY%s; 

nkaOkd.dr .;ùï 9,454 la ^30.2]& o" .xcd iïnkaOfhka 4,988 ^15.9]& la o" 

fjk;a u;aøjH wdY%s; jeros iïnkaOfhka 1] la o ù we;'

ckjd¾.sl;ajh wkqj isxy, 64.8] la o" fou< 15.1] la o" uqia,sï 19.8] la o 

jYfhka ksfhdackh jQ w;r fn!oaO 58.1] la o" bia,dï 20] la o" yskaÿ 11.7] la 

o" frdaudkq lf;da,sl 6.2] la o" l%sia;shdks 4] la o ksfhdackh úh' jhia ixhq;sh 

y`ÿkd .ekSfïoS nkaOkd.dr .;jQkaf.ka nyq;rh ueosúh ksfhdackh l< w;r 

tkï" jhi wjqreÿ 23-30 w;r 25.1] la" wjqreÿ 31-40 w;r 27.7] la iy jhi 

wjqreÿ 41-50 w;r 24.1] la jYfhka ksfhdackh úh'

N+f.da,Sh jYfhka niakdysr m<df;ka nkaOkd.dr .;ùï nyq;rhla jd¾;d 

ù we;s w;r" fld<U osia;%slalfhka muKla 17,357 la jd¾;d ù we;' .ïmy 

osia;%slalfhka 5,016 la jd¾;d ù we;s w;r l¿;r iy uykqjr hk osia;%slal 

j,ska o ie,lsh hq;= ixLHdjla jd¾;d ù we;' fuu o;a; wkqj kd.ßl m%foaYj, 

iy by< ck>k;ajhla iys; m%foaYj, nkaOkd.dr .;ùïj, jeä m%jK;djla 
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y`ÿkd.; yels w;r kS;sh n,d;aul lrk wdh;khkays l%shdldÍ;ajh o" lemS 

fmfkk ,laIKhls' fu;eïmsgñka wdY%s; w;awvx.=jg m;aùï jeäùu yd u;aøjH 

wdY%s; jeros iïnkaOfhka nkaOkd.dr .;jQjkaf.a ixLHdj by< hdu;a iu`.  

nkaOkd.dr ;=< mj;sk ;onoh by< hd yels neúka kej; kej; fhduqùu 

je<elaùu i|yd iy ;onoh wvq lsÍu i|yd mq¿,a m%cd mdol m%;sldr jevigyka 

l%shd;aul lsÍu wjYH fõ' tfukau u;aøjH Ndú;h yd ne`os iudc ydks wju lsÍu 

i`oyd ksjdrK Wmdh ud¾.hka iy u;aøjH md,kh lsÍfï m%fõYhka ;jÿrg;a 

Yla;su;a lsÍu wjYH fõ'
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2024 Mk; tUlk; ifJfSk; rl;lj;ij epiyehl;lYk;

fle;j Ie;J tUlq;fspy; ifJ nra;ag;gLgtu;fspd; vz;zpf;ifapy; 

mjpfupg;G fhzg;gLtij Nghijg; nghUs; rhu;e;j ifJfspd; %yk; njupa 

tUfpwJ. 2020 ,y; 97>416 ifJnra;ag;gl;Ls;sNjhL mJ 2024 Mk; tUlk; 

228>450 Mf mjpfupj;Js;sJ.
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 Nghijg; nghUSld; njhlu;Gila ifJfs; 2020-2024

2024 Mk; Mz;by; Nghijg;nghUs; Fw;wq;fSf;fhf ifJ nra;ag;gl;ltu;fspd; 

vz;zpf;if 228>450 MFk;. ,J ,yq;ifapy; Nghijg;nghUs; gpur;rpidapd; 

jPtpuj;ijAk; rl;l mKyhf;f eltbf;fiffspd; ntw;wpiaAk; Fwpf;fpd;wJ. 

2024 Mk; Mz;by; Nghijg;nghUs; Fw;wq;fSf;fhf ifJ nra;ag;gl;ltu;fspd; 

vz;zpf;ifapd; Nghf;F 15-64 taJila kf;fs; njhifapy; xU ,yl;rk; 

NgUf;F 1,050 Ngu; MFk;. 2024 Mk; Mz;by; n`Nuhapd; njhlu;ghd 

ifJfs; 75>097 (32.9%) vd gjpthfpAs;sd. ,yq;ifapy; fQ;rh 

rl;ltpNuhjkhf cw;gj;jp nra;ag;gLtNjhL mJ fQ;rh ghtidapd; gutypy; 

Neub jhf;fj;ijr; nrYj;Jfpd;wJ. fQ;rh njhlu;ghf 75>602 Ngu; ifJ 

nra;ag;ggl;Ls;sdu;. ,J (33.1%) vd gjpthfpAs;sJ. NfhNfapd; njhlu;ghd 
80 ifJfSk; `hrp]; njhlu;ghf 649 ifJfSk; gjpthfpAs;sd.
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2020 Kjy; 2024 Mk; Mz;L tiuapy; n`Nuhapd;> fQ;rh kw;Wk; nkj;jk;gpl;lkpd; 

njhlu;ghd ifJfis gFg;gha;T nra;Ak; NghJ> ifJfspy; rpwpJ mjpfupg;ig 

milahsk; fhz KbAk;. mjw;Nfw;g n`Nuhapd; njhlu;ghd ifJfs; 2023 Mk; 

Mz;Lld; xg;gpLk;NghJ 13.5%  mjpfupfupj;Js;sJ.
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Nghijg;nghUs; njhlu;ghd ifJfspy; ngUk;ghyhdit fQ;rh njhlu;ghfNt 

2024 Mk; Mz;by; gjpthfpAs;sd. mjhtJ 75>602 ifJfs; MFk;.  16 - 64 
taJf;Fl;gl;ltu;fspd; ifJ tpfpjk; nkhj;j kf;fs; njhifapy; xU ,yl;rk; 

NgUf;F 347 Ngu; MFk;.
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Nghijg; nghUs; njhlu;ghd ifJfs; fhuzkhf jw;NghJ gugug;ghf tpthjpf;fg;gLk; 

xU Nghijg;nghUshf nkj;jgpl;lkpd; gad;ghL kw;Wk; mjd; gutiy milahsk; 

fhzyhk;. mJ nkj;jgpl;lkpd; rhu;e;j ifJfs; kw;Wk; gad;ghL fzprkhd msT 

mjpfupj;Js;sjhy; MFk;. 2020 Mk; Mz;by; nkj;jgpl;lkpd; njhlu;ghf 2>387 

ifJfs; ele;Js;sd. NkYk; 2024 Mk; Mz;by; mJ 68>132 Mf Ntfkhf 

mjpfupj;J tUtijf; fhzyhk;.
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2024 Mk; Mz;by; Nky; khfhzj;jpy; kl;Lk; 55>000 f;Fk; mjpfkhNdhu; ifJ 

nra;ag;gl;Ls;sdu;. tlNky;> kj;jpa> njd; khfhzk; cl;gl Vida khfhzq;fspYk; 

nkj;jgpl;lkpd; gad;ghL mjpfupj;J tUtijf; fhzf;$bajhf ,Ug;gNjhL 

nraw;if Nghijg;nghUspd; jtwhd ghtid ehL KOtJk; gutyhf ,Ue;jij 

,dq;fhz KbAk;.

fle;j tUlj;jpy; Njhd;wpa Gjpa Nghf;fhf F]; gutypy;  mjpfupg;ig ,dq;fhzf; 

$bajhf ,Ue;jNjhL F]; vd;gJ; fQ;rhTld; njhlu;ghd rl;ltpNuhjkhf 

jahupf;fg;gl;l xU   Nghijg; nghUshFk;. 2024 Mk; Mz;by; F]; njhlu;ghf 

47 Ngu; ifJ nra;ag;gl;ldu;. Gs;sptpguj; juTfspd;gb F]; njhlu;ghf ifJ 

nra;ag;gLgtu;fspd; vz;zpf;ifapy; Fiwitf; fhl;bdhYk; ,isQu;fspilNa 

mJ ghtidapy; ,Ug;gijf; fhzf;$bajhf ,Uf;fpd;wJ. mNj Nghd;W 

Nghijg;nghUs; tpy;iyfspd; ghtid XusT mjpfupj;jpUg;gijf; fhzf;$bajhf 

,Ug;gNjhL bukNlhy; larNgkp; Nghd;w xsljlq;fs; njhlu;ghd ifJfs; mbf;fb 

epfo;tNjhL rl;lj;ij epiyehl;Lk; epWtdq;fs; mJ njhlu;ghf mjpf ftdk; 

nrYj;jpAs;sJ. Gs;sptpgug; juTfs; kw;Wk; Nghijg; nghUspd; gutYf;Nfw;g 

Nghijg; nghUs; ghtid ,isQu;fisg; NghyNt taJ te;jtu;fspilapYk; 

ngUk; jhf;fk; nrYj;Jfpd;wJ vd;gij fhzf;$bajhf ,Uf;fpd;wJ.

rl;lj;ij mKy;gLj;Jk; epWtdq;fspdhy; ntw;wpfukhf Nkw;nfhs;sg;gl;l 

Rw;wptisg;G fhuzkhf 2024 Mk; Mz;L [dtup Kjy; bnrk;gu; tiuapyhd fhyg; 

gFjpapy; n`Nuhapd; 832.36 fpNyh fpuhk;> fQ;rh 8>359.5 fpNyh fpuhk;> nkj;jgpl;lkpd;  
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1>364.25 fpNyh fpuhk; Mfpad rl;lj;jpd; gpbf;Fs; nfhz;Ltug;gl;ld. Nky; khfhzj;jpy; 

fsdp> ENfnfhil> nfhOk;G kj;jp> nfhOk;G tlf;F kw;Wk; nfhOk;G njw;F 

Nghd;w nghyp]; gpupTfspy; mjp $Ljyhd ifJfs; Nkw;nfhs;sg;gl;Ls;sNjhL 

ePjpkd;w elbtf;iffSk; eilngw;Wf; nfhz;bUf;fpd;wd.
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n`Nuhapd; fQ;rh nkj;jk;gpl;lkpd;

rpfpr;ir kw;Wk; Gdu;tho;T Nritfs;

Nghijg; nghUs; ghtid J~;gpuNahfk; fhuzkhf rpfpr;irf;Fl;gLj;jg;gl;ltu;fs; 

rpfpr;irr; Nritfis gy;NthW epWtdq;fs; Clhfg; ngw;Ws;sdu;. 2024 Mk; 

Mz;by; 3>140 Ngu; rpfpr;ir kw;Wk; Gdu;tho;T Nritfisg; ngw;Ws;sdu;.
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2024 Mk; Mz;by; rprpr;ir kw;Wk; Gdu;tho;tpw;F mDkjpf;fg;gl;Nlhupd; 

vz;zpf;if 3>140 Mf ,Ue;j mNjNeuk; rpfpr;ir eilKiwfSf;fhf r%f 

kl;lj; jiyaPLfs; Njitnad;gJ njupatUfpd;wJ. Nky; khfhzj;ij 

ikag;gLj;jp r%f Kfhk;fs; gy elj;jg;gl;lNjhL mjpfkhNdhu; 58.8% 
khNdhu; Njrpa mghafukhd xsljq;fs; fl;Lg;ghl;Lr; rigapd; r%f 

rpfpr;irfspy; gq;Fgw;wpAs;sdu;.

tpLjp trjp/ epWtdkag;gLj;jg;gl;l rpfpr;ir Kiwfs; eilKiw 

gLj;jg;gLtNjhL Njrpa mghafukhd xsljq;fs; fl;Lg;ghl;Lr; rigapd; 

rpfpr;ir kj;jpa epiyaq;fspy;  mDkjpf;fg;gLNthu;  18.9% MfTk;> 

Gdu;tho;T nraw;ghl;Lg;; gpuptpdhy; eilKiwg;gLj;jg;gLk; fe;jf;fhL rpfpr;ir 

kw;Wk; Gdu;tho;T kj;jpa epiyaj;jpy; 12.9% tPjkhNdhUk;> jdpahu; rpfpr;ir 
epiyaq;fspy; 9.4% tPjkhNdhu; vd;w tifapy; gjpthfpAs;sJ. 2007 Mk; 

Mz;L 54 Mk; ,yf;f mghafukhd xsljq;fSf;F mbikahdtu;fs; 

njhlu;ghd rpfpr;ir kw;Wk; Gdu;tho;Tf; cl;gLj;jy; rl;lj;jpd; fPo; 

rpfpr;ir nraw;ghLfspd; Clhf rpfpr;ir nra;w;ghLfspd; juk; njhlu;ghf 

xOq;fikf;fg;gLfpd;wJ.
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kj;jpa epiyak;

Nghijg; nghUs; J~;gpuNahfk; fhuzkhf rpfpr;irfSf;F mDkjpf;fg;gLgtu;fspd; 

r%f kw;Wk; r%ftpay; gf;fj;ij gFg;gha;T nra;Ak; NghJ Nky; 

khfhzj;jpy; 77.6% tPjkhf ,Ue;j mNjNtis fk;gfh khtl;lj;jpy; 31.1% 

tPjkhf gjpthfpAs;sJ. rpfpr;ir kw;Wk; Gsu;tho;tpw;F mDkjpf;fg;gl;l  

Nritg; ngWdu;fspy; 3,122 Ngu; Mz;fshfTk; 18 Ngu; ngz;fshfTk; 

cs;sdu;. Nritg; ngWdu;fspy; 51.7% tPjkhNdhu; tpthfkhfhjtu;fs;. 

tpthfkhdtu;fs; 35% tPjkhFk;. fy;tp kl;;lj;jpd; mbg;gilapy; ghuf;Fk; 

NghJ 39.4% tPjkhNdu; 5-10 Mk; tFg;G tiu fy;tp ngw;wpUe;jNjhL 40.9% 

tPjkhNdhu; f.ngh.j rhjhuz juj;ij g+u;j;jp nra;jpUe;jdu;. rpfpr;ir kw;Wk; 

Gdu;tho;tpw;F mDkjpf;fg;gLk; Nru;khdj;ijg; ghuf;Fk; NghJ r%f kw;Wk; 

r%ftpay; nry;thf;F ,Ug;gij milahsk; fhzyhk;.

rpiwj;jz;lid

2024 Mk; Mz;L nkhj;j rpiwj;jz;lidg; ngw;Nwuupd; vz;zpf;if 47>783 

Ngu; vd gjpthfpAs;sNjhL> Nghijg;nghUs; njhlu;ghd Fw;wq;fSf;fhf 

ifJ nra;ag;gl;ltu;fspd; vz;zpf;if 31>314 Ngu; (65.5%) Mth;. fle;j 

tUlj;Jld; xg;gpLk; NghJ rpiwj;jz;lidg; ngw;wtu;fspd; vz;zpf;ifapy; 

Fwpg;gplj;jf;f mjpfupg;igf; fhl;Lfpd;wJ. 
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rpiwg;gLj;jg;gl;ltu;fspy; 46>898 Ngu; Mz;fshtNjhL 885 Ngu; 

ngz;fshtu;. Nghijg; nghUspd; mbg;gilapy; n`Nuhapd; njhlu;ghf 

rpiwg;gLj;jg;gl;ltu;fs; 16>664 Ngu; vd gjpthfpAs;sNjhL mJ 53.2% 

tPjkhFk;. nkj;jgpl;lkpd; njhlu;ghf rpiwg;gLj;jg;gl;Nlhu; 9>454 Ngu; (30.2%) 

MfTk; fQ;rh njhlu;ghf 4>988 Ngu; (15.9%) Ntw Nghijg; nghUSld; 

njhlu;ghf Rkhu; 1%  tPjkhNdhu; gjpthfpAs;sdu;.

,duPjpahf rpq;fstu; 64.8% tPjkhNdhu;> jkpou; 15.1% tPjkhNdhu;> K];ypk; 

19.8% tPjkhNdhu; vd;w tifapy; mike;J fhzg;gLtNjhL ngsj;j 

kjj;ijr; rhu;e;Njhu; 58.1% tPjkhfTk;> ,];yhk; rkaj;ijr; rhu;e;Njhu; 

20% tPjkhFTk;> ,e;J rkaj;jtu; 11.7% tPjkhfTk;> Nuhkd; fj;Njhypf;f 

kjj;ijr; rhue;Njhu; 6.2% tPjkhfTk;> fpwp];jt kjj;ijr; rhu;e;Njhu; 4% 
tPjkhfTk; fhzg;gl;ldu;. taJf; FOf;fspd; fyitia milahsq; fhZk; 

NghJ mjpfsthNdhu; eLj;ju taJg; gpuptpduhf ,Ug;gNjhL> mjhtJ 23-30 

taJf;Fl;gl;ltu;fspy; 25.1% tPjkhfTk;> 31-40 taJf;Fl;gl;ltu;fs; 27.7% 

tPjkhfTk;> 41-50 taJf;Fl;gl;Nlhu 24.1% tPjkhfTk; fhzg;gLfpd;wdu;.
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Gtpapay; uPjpahf Nky; khfhzj;jpy; mjpfsthNdhu; rpiwg;gLj;jg;gl;Ls;sNjhL 

nfhOk;G khtl;lj;jpy; kl;Lk; 17>357 Ngu; gjpthfpAs;sdu;. fk;gfh khtl;lj;jpy; 

5>016 Ngu; gjpthfpAs;sNjhL fSj;Jiu kw;Wk; fz;b khtl;lq;fspy; 

Fwpg;gplj;jf;fsthNdhu; gjpthfpAs;sdu;. 

,j; juTfspd;gb efug; gpuNjrq;fspYk; rdj;njhif mlu;j;jpahd 

gpuNjrq;fspYk; rpiwg;gLj;jg;gl;Nlhupd; Nghf;F mjpfsthf ,Ue;jNjhL 

rl;lj;ij mKy;gLj;JNthupd; nra;wghLfs; njspthfj; njupAk; 

gz;ghF fhzg;gLfpd;wJ. rpiwr;rhiy fl;likg;gpy; Nghijg; 

nghUSld; njhlu;ghd Fw;wq;fs; njhlu;ghf rpiwg;gLj;jg;gl;ltu;fspd; 

vz;zpf;if mjpfupj;Js;sNjhL nkj;jgpl;lkpNdhL njhlu;ghd tof;Ffs; 

cau;tile;jpUg;gij ,dq;fhzf;$baNjhL rpiwr;rhiyfspy; fhzg;gLk; 

,l neUf;fb cauf;$Lkhifapdhy; tpupthd r%f kl;l rpfpr;ir 

nraw;ghLfis eilKiwg;gLj;jy; mtrpakhdjhFk;. mNjNghd;W Nghijg; 

nghUs; ghtidAld; njhlu;Gila r%f ghjpg;igf; Fiwg;gjw;F jLg;G 

cj;jpfSk; Nghijg; nghUl;fisf; fl;Lg;gLj;Jk; mDFKiwfis 

nraw;gLj;j Ntz;Lk;.
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Drug Related Arrests

In 2024, a total of 228,450 individuals were arrested for drug-related offenses across 
the island. Of these, heroin-related offenses accounted for 75,097 individuals, 
representing 32.9% of the total. Cannabis-related offenses led to 75,602 arrests, 
making up 33.1% of the total, indicating its widespread use.

Methamphetamine-related arrests numbered 68,132, comprising 29.8% of the 
total, reflecting growing concern over the rise of synthetic drugs. Additionally, 82 
individuals were arrested for cocaine-related offenses, and 649 were detained for 
offenses related to hashish. These statistics underscore the broad spectrum of drug 
issues facing the region and highlight the extensive efforts by law enforcement to 
address them.
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  Drug Related Arrests by Drug and District
1                    

In 2024, the total number of arrests for drug-related offenses saw a notable increase 
compared to 2023, marking an emerging trend in the country. This upward trend 
in drug-related arrests underscores growing concerns about drug prevalence and 
the efforts by law enforcement authorities to combat drug trafficking and abuse.

According to arrest statistics, the Western Province has the highest prevalence 
of drug-related incidents in the country. In addition to the Western Province, the 
Southern and North Western Provinces also exhibit high prevalence rates of drug-
related activities.

CENTRAL PROVINCE

In 2024, a total of 12,998 (5.7%) individuals were arrested for drug-related 
offenses in Central Province. Of these arrests, heroin-related offenses accounted 
for 3,925 individuals, representing 30.2% of the total. Cannabis-related offenses 
led to 5,452 arrests, making up 41.9% of the total, indicating its widespread use 
Methamphetamine-related arrests were 1,866 with 14.4%.

Exhibit - 01
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Table 1 - Kandy District

Drug
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

N % N % N % N % N %
Cannabis 2,157 38.7 1,787 40.7 2,678 50.6 2,718 47.7 2,948 40.3
Heroin 3,029 54.3 2,286 52.1 2,132 40.3 2,285 40.1 2,710 37.0
Methamphetamine 9 0.1 117 2.7 204 3.9 387 6.8 1,147 15.7
Hashish 6 0.1 1 0.0 54 1.0 11 0.2 24 0.3
Cocaine 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 3 0.0 0 0.0
Opium 4 0.1 2 0.0 7 0.1 01 0.0 0 0.0
Psychotropic 
Substances 15 0.3 39 0.9 38 0.7 64 1.1 217 3.0

Kush 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 5 0.1
Other 358 6.4 156 3.6 177 3.4 233 4.1 264 3.6
Total 5,578 100.0 4,388 100.0 5,290 100.0 5,702 100.0 7,315 100.0

Table 2 - Matale District

Drug
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

N % N % N % N % N %
Cannabis 1,018 40.1 420 64.7 1,606 55.2 1,682 58.3 1,825 53.8
Heroin 1,136 44.8 153 23.5 933 32.1 631 21.8 759 22.4
Methamphetamine 13 0.5 22 3.4 168 5.7 268 9.3 601 17.7
Hashish 0 0.0 3 0.6 1 0.0 2 0.1 6 0.2
Psychotropic 
Substances 5 14.4 1 0.1 0 0.0 5 0.2 56 1.7

Other 366 0.2 51 7.8 201 7.0 299 10.3 142 4.2
Total 2,538 100.0 650 100.0 2,909 100.0 2,887 100.0 3,389 100.0

Table 3 - Nuwara Eliya District

Drug
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

N % N % N % N % N %
Cannabis 771 84.5 484 80.8 1,317 61.2 1,140 45.8 679 29.6
Heroin 119 13.0 60 10.0 136 6.3 116 4.7 456 19.9
Methamphetamine 1 0.1 12 2.0 44 2.0 54 2.2 118 5.1
Hashish 13 1.5 1 0.2 9 0.5 8 0.3 37 1.6
Cocaine 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 0.1
Psychotropic 
Substances 4 0.4 2 0.3 66 3.1 81 3.2 114 5.0

Opium - - 2 0.3 0 0.0 13 0.5 0 0.0
Kush 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 7 0.3
Other 5 0.5 38 6.3 579 26.9 1,077 43.3 882 38.4
Total 913 100.0 599 100.0 2,151 100.0 2,489 100.0 2,294 100.0
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Drug related arrests in Central Province - 2024 

Heroin Cannabis Methamphetamine
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NORTH CENTRAL PROVINCE

In 2024, a total of 5,860 (2.6%) individuals were arrested for drug-related offenses 
in North Central Province. Of these arrests, heroin-related offenses accounted for 
1,896 individuals, representing 32.4% of the total. Cannabis-related offenses led 
to 2,852 arrests, making up 48.7% of the total. Methamphetamine-related arrests 
were 852 with 14.5%. 

Exhibit - 03
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Drug related arrests in North Central Province - 2024

Heroin Cannabis Methamphetamine

Table 4 - Anuradhapura District

Drug
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

N % N % N % N % N %
Cannabis 2,681 49.8 1,597 40.3 1,442 33.9 2,108 46.4 1,627 42.1
Heroin 2,656 49.3 2,030 54.6 2,596 61.0 2,057 45.3 1,511 39.1
Methamphetamine 4 0.1 40 1.0 131 3.0 219 4.8 520 13.5
Psychotropic 
Substances 18 0.3 35 0.9 54 1.3 120 2.6 112 2.9

Hashish - - - - - - 1 0.1 3 0.1
Kush 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 0.0
Other 28 0.5 19 0.5 35 0.8 36 0.8 87 2.3
Total 5,387 100.0 3,721 100.0 4,258 100.0 4,541 100.0 3,861 100.0

Table 5 - Polonnaruwa District

Drug
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

N % N % N % N % N %
Cannabis 1,432 68.9 1,324 70.3 1,216 56.2 1,704 65.7 1,225 61.3
Heroin 634 30.5 485 25.8 769 35.5 589 22.7 385 19.3
Methamphetamine 7 0.3 56 3.0 144 6.7 263 10.1 332 16.6
Psychotropic 
Substances 4 0.2 6 0.3 3 0.1 5 0.2 9 0.4

Hashish - - - - 1 0.1 5 0.2 7 0.3
Opium - - - - 1 0.1 0 0.0 0 0.0
Other 2 0.1 10 0.6 28 1.3 27 1.1 41 2.1
Total 2,079 100.0 1,881 100.0 2,162 100.0 2,593 100.0 1,999 100.0

Exhibit - 04
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	 NORTH WESTERN PROVINCE

In 2024, a total of 11,534 individuals (5.1%) were arrested for drug-related 
offenses in the North Western Province. Among these, 4,190 arrests (36.3%) were 
related to heroin offenses, while cannabis-related offenses accounted for 5,485 
arrests (47.6%), indicating its widespread use. Methamphetamine-related offenses 
resulted in 1,352 arrests, representing 11.7% of the total.

Exhibit - 05

Table 6 - Kurunegala District

Drug
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

N % N % N % N % N %

Cannabis 3,050 41.7 2,867 54.8 4,627 49.8 5,017 56.0 3,204 46.2

Heroin 4,081 55.7 2,179 41.7 4,267 46.0 3,178 35.5 2,490 35.9

Methamphetamine 5 0.1 76 1.5 218 2.3 518 5.8 999 14.4

Hashish 1 0.0 0 0.0 1 0.1 3 0.0 9 0.1
Psychotropic 
Substances 2 0.0 16 0.3 16 0.1 22 0.3 56 0.8

Opium - - 2 0.0 1 0.1 1 0.0 7 0.1

Other 183 2.5 87 1.7 153 1.6 213 2.4 170 2.5

Total 7,322 100.0 5,227 100.0 9,283 100.0 8,952 100.0 6,935 100.0
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Table 7 - Puttalam District

Drug
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

N % N % N % N % N %

Cannabis 1,503 35.5 1,427 34.0 1,633 30.5 2,214 39.6 2,281 49.6

Heroin 2,692 63.5 2,275 52.5 2,161 40.4 2,167 38.7 1,700 37.0

Methamphetamine 17 0.4 561 13.0 729 13.6 93 1.7 353 7.7

Hashish 0 0.0 4 0.1 0 0.0 2 0.0 7 0.2

Cocaine - - 1 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0
Psychotropic 
substances

- - 3 0.1 1 0.0 3 0.1 3 0.0

Opium 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 6 0.1

Kush 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 2 0.0

Other 24 0.6 16 0.4 829 15.5 1,111 19.9 247 5.4

Total 4,236 100.0 4,322 100.0 5,353 100.0 5,598 100.0 4,599 100.0
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Drug related arrests in North Western Province - 2024 

Heroin Cannabis Methamphetamine

Exhibit - 06
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	 NORTHERN PROVINCE

In 2024, a total of 3,806 individuals (1.7%) were arrested for drug-related offenses 
in the Northern Province. Of these, 703 arrests (18.5%) were related to heroin 
offenses, while cannabis-related offenses accounted for 2,052 arrests (53.9%), 
indicating its widespread use. Methamphetamine-related offenses resulted in 511 
arrests, representing 13.4% of the total.

Exhibit - 07

Table 8 - Jaffna District

Drug
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

N % N % N %    N %    N %

Cannabis 839 36.5 191 37.6 426 25.8 405 29.3 1,103 53.5

Heroin 1,398 60.8 273 53.7 1,084 65.5 699 50.7 455 22.1

Methamphetamine 6 0.2 2 0.4 42 2.5 60 4.3 125 6.1
Psychotropic 
Substances 1 0.1 1 0.2 54 3.3 110 8.0 320 15.5

Cocaine - - - - - - 1 0.1 1 0.0

Other 55 2.4 41 8.1 48 2.9 105 7.6 59 2.8

Total 2,299 100.0 508 100.0 1,654 100.0 1,380 100.0 2,063 100.0
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Table 9 - Mannar  District

Drug
2020 2021 2022      2023 2024

N % N % N % N % N %

Cannabis 485 69.6 543 64.3 193 43.0 199 39.3 157 39.1

Heroin 180 25.8 176 20.8 107 23.8 132 26.0 54 13.4

Methamphetamine 9 1.3 104 12.3 109 24.3 125 24.7 110 27.4

Hashish 3 0.4 1 0.1 1 0.2 3 0.6 3 0.7

Cocaine 0 0.0 0 0.0 6 1.4 2 0.4 0 0.0
Psychotropic 
Subsatnces 0 0.0 1 0.1 14 3.1 26 5.1 57 14.2

Other 20 2.9 20 2.4 19 4.2 20 3.9 21 5.2

Total 697 100.0 845 100.0 449 100.0 507 100.0 402 100.0

Table 10 - Mullativu District

Drug
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

N % N % N % N % N %

Cannabis 81 79.4 1 100.0 213 70.8 191 76.1 239 76.8

Heroin 21 20.6 0 0.0 66 21.9 38 15.1 19 6.2

Methamphetamine 0 0.0 0 0.0 19 6.3 18 7.2 48 15.4
Psychotropic 
Substances - - - - 2 0.7 3 1.2 3 1.0

Opium - - - - - - 1 0.4 0 0.0

Other - - - - 1 0.3 0 0.0 2 0.6

Total 102 100.0 01 100.0 301 100.0 251 100.0 311 100.0

Table 11 - Vavuniya District

Drug
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

N % N % N % N % N %

Cannabis 582 62.0 572 77.4 556 70.2 370 66.3 395 49.4

Heroin 350 37.3 151 20.4 188 23.7 118 21.1 133 16.6

Methamphetamine 6 0.6 8 1.1 28 3.5 37 6.6 207 25.9
Psychotropic 
Substances - - 2 0.3 2 0.3 3 0.5 33 4.2

Other 1 0.1 6 0.8 18 2.3 31 5.5 31 3.9

Total 939 100.0 739 100.0 792 100.0 559 100.0 799 100.0
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Table 12 - Kilinochchi District

Drug
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

N % N % N % N % N %

Cannabis 615 81.4 187 85.4 245 76.5 169 76.5 158 68.4

Heroin 134 17.7 29 13.2 57 17.8 29 13.1 42 18.2

Methamphetamine 7 0.9 2 0.9 17 5.3 10 4.5 21 9.1
Psychotropic 
Substances - - - - 1 0.3 0 0.0 0 0.0

Other 0 0.0 1 0.5 0 0.0 13 5.9 10 4.3

Total 756 100.0 219 100.0 320 100.0 221 100.0 231 100.0

Exhibit - 08
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	 SABARAGAMUWA PROVINCE

In Sabaragamuwa Province, 4,696 individuals (2.1%) were arrested for drug-related 
offenses in 2024. Cannabis-related offenses were the most common, with 2,257 
arrests (48.1%), followed by heroin-related offenses involving 1,072 individuals 
(22.8%). Methamphetamine-related offenses accounted for 1,142 arrests (24.3%) 
of the total, reflecting a notable presence across the province.

Exhibit - 09

Table 13 - Kegalle District

Drug
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

N % N % N % N % N %

Cannabis 696 38.8 464 37.0 1,041 40.8 1,380 45.0 653 42.3

Heroin 1,074 59.9 744 59.3 1,253 49.1 1,229 40.1 444 28.7

Methamphetamine 3 0.2 43 3.4 150 5.9 238 7.8 322 20.8

Opium 2 0.1 0 0.0 0 0.0 - - 0 0.0

Cocaine - - - - 1 0.0 - - 0 0.0
Psychotropic 
Substances 5 0.3 0 0.0 54 2.1 42 1.4 55 3.6

Hashish - - - - - - 3 0.1 5 0.3

Kush 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 0.1

Other 12 0.7 3 0.2 53 2.1 173 5.6 65 4.2

Total 1,792 100.0 1,254 100.0 2,552 100.0 3,065 100.0 1,545 100.0
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Table 14 - Rathnapura District

Drug
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

N % N % N % N % N %

Cannabis 2,063 57.8 1,841 53.1 1,677 53.7 1,684 63.2 1,604 50.9

Heroin 1,444 40.4 1,378 39.8 1,186 38.0 717 26.9 628 19.9

Methamphetamine 7 0.2 175 5.1 237 7.6 248 9.3 820 26.0

Hashish 1 0.1 0 0.0 0 0.0 - - 0 0.0
Psychotropic 
Substances 21 0.6 41 1.2 7 0.2 0 0 97 3.1

Other 33 0.9 29 0.8 14 0.5 14 0.5 2 0.1

Total 3,569 100.0 3,464 100.0 3,121 100.0 2,663 100.0 3,151 100.0

Exhibit - 10
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	 SOUTHERN PROVINCE

In 2024, the Southern Province recorded 14,361 arrests (6.3%) for drug-related 
offenses. Among them, cannabis-related offenses were the highest, with 6,690 
individuals (46.6%), followed by 4,816 arrests (33.5%) linked to heroin offenses. 
Methamphetamine-related offenses accounted for 2,121 arrests (14.8%) of the 
total, highlighting a growing concern in the region.

Exhibit - 11

Table 15 - Galle District

Drug
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

N % N % N % N % N %

Cannabis 2,344 39.2 2,205 47.6 2,037 42.0 2,189 44.6 2,382 37.3

Heroin 3,581 60.0 2,276 49.1 2,423 50.0 2,189 44.6 2,431 38.1

Methamphetamine 14 0.2 123 2.7 277 5.7 160 3.3 1,266 19.8

Hashish 2 0.1 1 0.0 5 0.1 6 0.1 29 0.5

Cocaine 2 0.1 0 0.0 2 0.1 0 0.0 0 0.0
Psychotropic 
Substances 9 0.1 1 0.0 1 0.0 3 0.1 7 0.1

Kush 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 0.0

Other 18 0.3 30 0.6 105 2.1 362 7.3 266 4.2

Total 5,970 100.0 4,636 100.0 4,850 100.0 4,909 100.0 6,382 100.0
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Table 16 - Hambanthota District

Drug
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

N % N % N % N % N %

Cannabis 336 81.3 2,531 66.7 2,038 54.5 3,205 64.0 2,629 61.2

Heroin 71 17.2 1,097 28.9 1,415 37.8 1,389 27.8 1,063 24.7

Methamphetamine 2 0.5 127 3.3 171 4.6 305 6.0 490 11.4

Hashish 0 0.0 1 0.0 0 0.0 9 0.2 3 0.1

Opium - - - - 4 0.1 0 0.0 0 0.0
Psychotropic 
Substances - - 5 0.1 10 2.9 18 0.4 30 0.7

Kush 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 0.0

Other 4 1.0 33 0.9 107 0.1 78 1.6 83 1.9

Total 413 100.0 3,794 100.0 3,745 100.0 5,004 100.0 4,299 100.0

Table 17 - Matara District

Drug
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

N % N % N % N % N %

Cannabis 1,905 50.4 2,078 49.0 1,661 45.0 2,613 49.1 1,679 45.6

Heroin 1,774 47.0 1,841 43.4 1,527 41.4 2,070 38.8 1,322 35.9

Methamphetamine 55 1.4 205 4.8 227 6.2 10 0.2 365 10.0

Opium 1 0.1 2 0.0 3 0.0 2 0.0 0 0.0

Cocaine 4 0.1 6 0.1 6 0.2 0 0.0 0 0.0

Hashish 5 0.1 0 0.0 13 0.4 1 0.0 0 0.0

Psychotropic 
Substances 20 0.5 3 0.1 7 0.2 3 0.0 0 0.0

Other 15 0.4 106 2.5 243 6.6 633 11.9 314 8.5

Total 3,779 100.0 4,241 100.0 3,687 100.0 5,332 100.0 3,680 100.0
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Drug related arrests in Southern Province - 2024 

Heroin Cannabis Methamphetamine

	 UVA PROVINCE

In 2024, 5,594 individuals (2.4%) were arrested for drug-related offenses in the 
Uva Province. The majority of these arrests were related to cannabis offenses, 
totaling 3,903 individuals (69.8%). Heroin-related offenses accounted for 835 
arrests (14.9%), while methamphetamine-related offenses involved 616 individuals 
(11.0%) of the total.
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Table 18 - Badulla District

Drug
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

N % N % N % N % N %

Cannabis 1,793 66.0 1,382 66.6 1,004 63.2 2,420 70.4 2,525 63.9

Heroin 820 30.1 606 29.2 435 27.4 616 17.9 727 18.4

Methamphetamine 17 0.6 30 1.4 69 4.3 156 4.5 468 11.9

Hashish 1 0.1 0 0.0 3 0.2 2 0.1 11 0.3

Cocaine 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 0.0

Opium 1 0.1 1 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 0.0
Psychotropic 
Substances 4 0.1 12 0.6 19 1.2 118 3.4 92 2.3

Other 82 3.0 43 2.1 58 3.7 129 3.7 124 3.2

Total 2,718 100.0 2,074 100.0 1,588 100.0 3,441 100.0 3,949 100.0
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	 WESTERN PROVINCE

A total of 156,512 (68.5%) individuals were arrested for drug-related offenses 
in Western Province in 2024. Of these arrests, heroin-related offenses accounted 
for 54,813 individuals, representing 35.0% of the total. Cannabis-related offenses 
led to 41,687 arrests, making up 26.6% of the total, indicating its widespread 
use and cultivation. Methamphetamine-related arrests were 55,428 with 35.4%. 
Considering the number of arrests by districts, it was emphasized that highest 
number of persons, 126,586 (55.4%) were reported from Colombo district.

Table 19 - Monaragala District

Drug
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

N % N % N % N % N %

Cannabis 1,503 84.5 1,448 84.6 1,453 80.5 2,185 89.4 1,378 83.8

Heroin 267 15.0 211 12.3 214 11.9 167 6.8 108 6.6

Methamphetamine 0 0.0 35 2.0 69 3.8 43 1.8 148 9.0
Psychotropic 
Substances 1 0.1 1 0.1 0 0.0 3 0.1 4 0.2

Other 8 0.4 16 0.9 68 3.8 45 1.8 7 0.4

Total 1,779 100.0 1,711 100.0 1,804 100.0 2,443 100.0 1,645 100.0

Exhibit - 14
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Table 20 - Colombo District

Drug
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

N % N % N % N % N %

Cannabis 7,321 32.4 13,393 30.6 16,383 26.0 19,593 29.1 34,778 27.5

Heroin 12,990 57.4 19,944 45.6 29,141 46.2 28,273 42.0 46,182 36.5
Methamphe-
tamine 1,767 7.8 10,004 22.9 14,548 23.1 15,176 22.5 41,833 33.0

Cocaine 15 0.1 12 0.0 7 0.1 15 0.0 12 0.0

Hashish 18 0.1 29 0.1 86 0.1 14 0.0 302 0.2
Psychotropic 
Substances 201 0.8 112 0.3 65 0.1 54 0.1 565 0.4

Opium - - 19 0.0 0 0.0 15 0.0 61 0.1

Kush 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 21 0.1

Other 307 1.4 213 0.5 2,779 4.4 4,253 6.3 2,832 2.2

Total 22,619 100.0 43,726 100.0 63,009 100.0 67,393 100.0 126,586 100.0
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Table 21 - Gampaha District

Drug
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

N % N % N % N % N %

Cannabis 3,445 26.5 3,207 23.8 4,560 23.9 6,076 29.6 4,942 20.6

Heroin 9,029 69.5 8,632 64.2 11,175 58.7 9,791 47.6 6,934 28.9
Methamphe-
tamine 327 2.5 1,464 10.9 3,137 16.5 4,380 21.3 11,487 48.0

Hashish 15 0.1 3 0.0 4 0.1 2 0.0 34 0.1

Cocaine 3 0.1 0 0.0 3 0.0 0 0.0 3 0.1

Opium 3 0.1 4 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0

Psychotropic 
Substances 22 0.1 21 0.2 85 0.4 36 0.2 510 2.1

Kush 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 2 0.0

Other 144 1.1 117 0.9 81 0.4 262 1.3 42 0.2
Total 12,988 100.0 13,448 100.0 19,045 100.0 20,551 100.0 23,954 100.0

Table 22 - Kalutara District

Drug
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

N % N % N % N % N %

Cannabis 2,243 40.3 1,958 36.5 2,112 31.6 2,498 36.6 1,967 32.9

Heroin 3,123 56.1 2,855 53.3 3,594 53.8 3,125 45.8 1,697 28.4

Methamphetamine 61 1.1 375 7.0 601 9.0 392 5.8 2,108 35.3

Hashish 5 0.1 3 0.1 1 0.0 3 0.1 19 0.3

Cocaine 1 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 0.0
Psychotropic 
Substances 14 0.3 63 1.2 85 1.3 77 1.1 105 1.8

Kush 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 5 0.1

Other 116 2.1 105 2.0 286 4.3 721 10.6 70 1.2

Total 5,563 100.0 5,359 100.0 6,679 100.0 6,816 100.0 5,972 100.0
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Drug related arrests in Western Province - 2024

Heroin Cannabis Methamphetamine

	 EASTERN PROVINCE

A total of 4,833 (2.1%) individuals were arrested for drug-related offenses in 
Eastern Province in 2024. Of these arrests, heroin-related offenses accounted for 
509 individuals, representing 10.5% of the total. Cannabis-related offenses led 
to 2,539 arrests, making up 52.5% of the total. Methamphetamine-related arrests 
were 1,393 with 28.8%.
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Table 23 - Ampara District

Drug
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

N % N % N % N % N %

Cannabis 1,182 76.3 1,407 80.3 869 58.2 1,442 72.4 1,203 81.1

Heroin 309 20.0 294 16.8 490 32.8 282 14.2 145 9.8

Methamphetamine 8 0.5 26 1.5 76 5.1 176 8.8 80 5.4

Hashish 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 0.1 4 0.2 1 0.0

Cocaine 5 0.3 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 0.0
Psychotropic 
Substances - - 5 0.3 12 0.8 2 0.1 18 1.3

Kush 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 0.0

Other 43 2.8 20 1.1 44 3.0 85 4.3 35 2.4

Total 1,548 100.0 1,752 100.0 1,492 100.0 1,991 100.0 1,484 100.0
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Table 24 - Batticaloa District

Drug
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

N % N % N % N % N %

Cannabis 322 53.0 247 35.4 366 36.5 629 49.0 853 40.2

Heroin 241 39.6 332 47.6 303 30.2 246 19.1 222 10.5

Methamphetamine 33 5.4 110 15.8 160 15.9 2 0.2 853 40.2

Opium 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 6 0.3

Psychotropic 
Substances 6 1.0 6 0.9 6 0.6 5 0.4 21 1.0

Hashish - - - - 2 0.2 1 0.1 0 0.0

Other 6 1.0 2 0.3 167 16.6 400 31.2 168 7.8

Total 608 100.0 697 100.0 1,004 100.0 1,284 100.0 2,123 100.0

Table 25 –Trincomalee District

Drug
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

N % N % N % N % N %

Cannabis 713 58.3 633 82.7 1,325 58.8 1,359 57.1 483 39.4

Heroin 450 36.8 105 13.7 594 26.4 427 17.9 142 11.6

Methamphetamine 9 0.7 3 0.4 248 11.0 400 16.8 460 37.5

Cocaine 1 0.1 0 0.0 1 0.0 - - 0 0.0
Psychotropic 
Substances 9 0.7 5 0.7 53 2.3 161 6.8 98 8.0

Hashish - - - - - - 1 0.1 2 0.2

Other 42 3.4 19 2.5 33 1.5 32 1.3 41 3.3

Total 1,224 100.0 765 100.0 2,254 100.0 2,380 100.0 1,226 100.0
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Drug Related Arrests by Drug and Province
2                    

From 2020 to 2024, arrests related to cannabis, heroin, and methamphetamine 
have shown significant increases across multiple provinces in Sri Lanka, with the 
Western Province consistently recording the highest figures for all three substances. 
Cannabis-related arrests rose sharply, particularly in the Western Province, which 
accounted for the largest share, while the Southern, North Western, and Central 
Provinces also reported high numbers. Heroin-related arrests followed a similar 
pattern, with the Western Province again leading by a large margin, reflecting 
its central role in trafficking and distribution networks. Methamphetamine-related 
arrests recorded the most dramatic growth, with the Western Province experiencing 
an exceptional surge to over 55,000 arrests in 2024, followed by the North Western 
Province in prevalence.

Table 26 – Cannabis Related Arrests by Province

Province 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Central 3,946 2,691 5,601       5,540 6,690

Eastern 2,217 2,287 2,560 3,430 2,539

Northern 2,602 1,494 1,633 1,334 2,052

North Central 4,113 2,921 2,658 3,812 2,852

North Western 4,553 4,339 6,260 7,231 5,485

Sabaragamuwa 2,759 2,305 2,718 3,064 2,257

Southern 4,585 6,814 5,736 8,007 6,690

Uva 3,296 2,830 2,457 4,605 3,903

Western 13,009 18,558 23,056 28,167 41,687

Not Specified - - 900 3,268 2,685

Total 41,080 44,239 53,579 68,458 75,602
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Cannabis-related arrests recorded between 2020 and 2024 indicate an overall 
rising trend, with total arrests increasing from 41,080 in 2020 to 75,602 in 2024. 
The Western Province consistently reported the highest numbers, rising sharply 
from 13,009 in 2020 to 41,687 in 2024, reflecting a significant concentration of 
enforcement activity in this region. Other provinces with high arrest figures over 
the years include the Southern, North Western, and Central Provinces. While some 
provinces, such as Eastern, Northern, North Central, Sabaragamuwa, and Uva 
recorded fluctuations across the years.
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Heroin-related arrests from 2020 to 2024 reflect fluctuating trends across provinces, 
with total arrests rising from 51,603 in 2020 to 75,097 in 2024. The Western 
Province consistently reported the highest numbers, increasing from 25,142 in 
2020 to a peak of 54,813 in 2024, indicating its prominence in heroin-related 
offences and enforcement focus. Other provinces with comparatively high figures 
include the North Western, Southern, and Central Provinces, though their arrest 
numbers show moderate fluctuations over the years. Provinces such as Eastern, 
Northern, Sabaragamuwa, North Central, and Uva generally reported lower arrest 
counts, with notable declines in 2024.

Table 27 – Heroin Related Arrests by Province

Province 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Central 4,284 2,499 3,201 3,032 3,925

Eastern 1,000 731 1,387  955 509

Northern 2,083 629 1,502 1,016 703

North Central 3,290 2,515 3,365 2,646 1,896 

North Western 6,773 4,454 6,428 5,345 4,190

Sabaragamuwa 2,518 2,122 2,439 1,946 1,072

Southern 5,426 5,214 5,365 5,648 4,816

Uva 1,087 817 649 783 835

Western 25,142 31,431 43,910 41,189 54,813

Not Specified - - 1,442 3,582 2,338

Total 51,603 50,412 69,688 66,142 75,097
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Table 28 – Methamphetamine Related Arrests by Province

Province 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Central 23 151 416 709 1,866

Eastern 50 139 484 578 1,393

Northern 28 116 215 250 511

North Central 11 96 275 482 852

North Western 22 637 947 611 1,352

Sabaragamuwa 10 218 387 486 1,142

Southern 71 455 675 475 2,121

Uva 17 65 138 199 616

Western 2,155 11,843 18,286 19,948 55,428

Not Specified - - 808 2,358 2,851

Total 2,387 13,720 22,631 26,096 68,132

Methamphetamine-related arrests between 2020 and 2024 show a dramatic overall 
increase, with total arrests rising from 2,387 in 2020 to 68,132 in 2024. The Western 
Province overwhelmingly dominates these figures, surging from 2,155 arrests in 
2020 to 55,428 in 2024, indicating both heightened prevalence and intensified 
enforcement in the region. Other provinces, including Central, Eastern, Southern, 
and North Western, also recorded notable growth over the years, with particularly 
sharp increases from 2022 onwards. Smaller but steady rises were observed in 
Northern, North Central, Sabaragamuwa, and Uva Provinces.
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Exhibit - 21
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Table 29 – Hashish, Kush, Opium, Cocaine, Psychotropic Substances and 
Other Drug Related Arrests by Province

Province 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Central 776 296 1,132 1,797 1,755

Eastern 113 57 317 692 392

Northern 80 73 166 318 540

North Central 52 70 122 194 260

North Western 210 129 1,001 1,363 507

Sabaragamuwa 74 73 129 232 225

Southern 80 188 509 1,115 734

Uva 97 73 217 297 240

Western 864 701 3,484 5,456 4,584

Not Specified - - - - 382

Total 2,346 1,660 7,007 11,464 9,619

Exhibit -22
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Drug Related Arrests by Agency
3                    

Table 30 – Cannabis Related Arrests by Agency (Number of Persons)

Agency 2024 %

Police Narcotics Bureau (PNB) 103 0.1

Island wide police stations 73,206 96.8

Special Task Force 581 0.8

Central Anti Vice Striking Unit (Walana) 70 0.1

Colombo Crime Division (CCD) 18 0.0

Excise Department of Sri Lanka 1,587 2.1

Sri Lanka Navy 34 0.1

Sri Lanka Customs 01 0.0

Central Mail Exchange 02 0.0

Total 75,602 100.0

Table 31 – Heroin Related Arrests by Agency (Number of Persons)

Agency 2024 %

Police Narcotics Bureau (PNB) 153 0.2

Island wide police stations 72,759 96.9

Special Task Force 928 1.2

Central Anti Vice Striking Unit (Walana) 77 0.1

Colombo Crime Division (CCD) 68 0.1

Sri Lanka Customs 02 0.0

Sri Lanka Navy 04 0.0

PNB & SL Navy 46 0.1

Organized Crime 0 0.0

Excise of Sri Lanka 1,060 1.4

Total 75,097 100.0



74

Table 32 – Methamphetamine Related Arrests by Agency                       
(Number of Persons)

Agency 2024 %

Police Narcotics Bureau (PNB) 189 0.3

Island wide police stations 65,281 95.8

Special Task Force 856 1.3

Central Anti Vice Striking Unit (Walana) 25 0.0

Colombo Crime Division (CCD) 88 0.1

Organized Crime 0 0.0

Excise Department of Sri Lanka 1,648 2.4

Sri Lanka Navy 36 0.1

Central Mail Exchange 5 0.0

Sri Lanka Customs 4 0.0

Total 68,132 100.0

Table 33 – Cocaine Related Arrests by Agency (Number of Persons)

Agency 2024 %

Police Narcotics Bureau (PNB) 11 13.5

Island wide police stations 20 24.4

Special Task Force 2 2.4

Colombo Crime Division (CCD) 1 1.2

Excise Department of Sri Lanka 31 37.8

Terrorism Investigation Division 1 1.2

Sri Lanka Customs 11 13.5

Sri Lanka Customs & Police Narcotics Bureau 03 3.6

Central Mail Exchange 02 2.4

Total 82 100.0
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Table 34 – Hashish Related Arrests by Agency (Number of Persons)

Agency 2024 %

Police Narcotics Bureau (PNB) 30 4.6

Island wide police stations 566 87.2

Special Task Force 23 3.6

Sri Lanka Custom 12 1.8

Sri Lanka Customs & Police Narcotics Bureau 07 1.1

Central Mail Exchange 11 1.7

Total 649 100.0

Table 35 – Psychotropic Substances Related Arrests by Agency                        
(Number of Persons)

Agency 2024 %

Police Narcotics Bureau (PNB) 12 0.4

Island wide police stations 2,585 93.8

Special Task Force 129 4.7

Sri Lanka Navy 28 1.1

Excise Department of Sri Lanka 01 0.0

Total 2,755 100.0

(Source: Police Narcotics Bureau, 2024)
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Drug Related Arrests by Gender

There is a noted limitation in the reporting of drug arrests by gender, making 
it challenging to gain a comprehensive understanding of gender-specific trends. 
However, from the available data, it is evident that the majority of females arrested 
in 2024 were involved in cannabis-related offenses. This highlights a pattern where 
cannabis appears to be the primary substance associated with female arrests, while 
arrests for other drug-related offenses among women remain relatively lower. The 
limited gender-specific data underscores the need for more detailed reporting to 
better understand the dynamics of drug-related arrests across genders.

Table 36 – Distribution of Drug Related Arrests by Gender 
(Based on the Reported Cases*)

Drug SEX 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Cannabis
M 17,347 9,787 13,286 31,593 39,986

F 326 183 233 578 621

Heroin
M 15,349 7,645 10,230 19,239 22,286

F 260 131 183 436 530

Opium
M 10 2 5 0 34

F 0 0 0 0 01

Hashish
M 256 43 87 130 242

F 4 2 0 0 2

Cocaine
M 23 4 11 0 62

F 3 2 0 0 4

Psychotropic 
Substances

M 0 44 161 761 1,841

F 0 5 3 23 34

4                    
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Methamphetamine
M 848 1,094 2,158 8,523 22,252

F 14 21 37 189 428

Other (Babul, 
Madanamodaka, 
Hans, Panpara, 
Tobacco Powder

M 0 302 348 1,551 3,253

F 0 5 11 21 43

* The above table is presented based on the information reported to the DAMS and data on 
gender distribution have not been reported for all cases.
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Drug Related Arrests by Age & Drug

Table 37 - Cannabis related arrests by age*

Age
2021 2022 2023 2024

N % N % N % N %

Below 14 yrs 6 0.1 6 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0

15-19 yrs 842 8.4 1,152 8.5 2,490 7.8 3,308 8.1

20-24 yrs 2,427 24.4 3,279 24.3 7,475 23.3 9,095 22.4

25-29 yrs 1,998 20 2,726 20.2 6,339 19.7 8,128 20.0

30 and above 4,693 47.1 6,346 47.0 15,807 49.2 20,076 49.5

Total 9,966 100.0 13,503 100.0 32,111 100.0 40,607 100.0

Table 38 - Heroin related arrests by age*

Age
2021 2022 2023 2024

N % N % N % N %

Below 14 yrs 2 0.0 4 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0

15-19 yrs 217 2.8 247 2.4 354 1.8 334 0.2

20-24 yrs 1,729 22.2 1,993 19.2 3,161 16.1 3,165 14.0

25-29 yrs 2,024 26.0 2,983 28.6 5,132 26.1 5,696 25.1

30 and above 3,802 48.9 5,179 49.8 10,997 55.0 13,621 59.7

Total 7,774 100.0 10,402 100.0 19,644 100.0 22,816 100.0

5                    
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Table 39 - Methamphetamine related arrests by age*

Age
2021 2022 2023 2024

N % N % N % N %

Below 14 yrs 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0

15-19 yrs 1 2.2 1 1.1 303 3.5 754 3.3

20-24 yrs 10 22.2 19 21.9 1,771 20.3 4,488 19.8

25-29 yrs 13 28.9 25 28.7 2,219 25.4 5,944 26.2

30 and above 21 46.7 42 48.3 4,414 56.8 11,494 50.7

Total 45 100.0 87 100.0 8,707 100.0 22,680 100.0

* The above tables are presented based on the information reported to the DAMS and data 
on age categories have not been reported for all cases.
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Drug Related Arrests by Ethnicity

Table 40 – Distribution of Ethnicity (Based on the Reported Cases*)

Ethnicity 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Sinhala
N 27,234 14,708 20,432 46,776 74,065

% 79.6 78.8 76.1 74.4 80.8

Tamil
N 3,421 1,700 2,771 5,665 7,328

% 10.0 9.1 10.4 9.0 8.0

Moor
N 2,904 1,574 1,623 5,354 10,030

% 8.5 8.4 6.01 8.5 11.0

Malay
N 80 40 65 212 32

% 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.0

Burgher
N 57 35 38 53 27

% 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.0

Other
N 580 601 1,922 1,546 136

% 1.5 3.2 7.1 2.5 0.2

Total
N 34,204 18,658 26,851 62,889 91,618

% 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

(Source : Drug Abuse Monitoring System, 2020-2024)

* The above table is presented based on the information reported to the DAMS and data on 
ethnicity have not been reported for all cases.
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Quantity of Seized Drugs

From January to December 2024, law enforcement agencies across the island 
reported significant seizures of various illicit drugs. A total of 832.360 kilograms 
of heroin was seized, highlighting the substantial presence and distribution of 
this narcotic. Cannabis seizures were even more pronounced, with authorities 
confiscating 8,359.501 kilograms, indicating its widespread use. Additionally, 
1,364.254 kilograms of methamphetamine were seized during this period, 
underscoring the growing concern over synthetic drugs in the region.

These figures reflect the extensive efforts of law enforcement in combating drug 
trafficking and abuse.

Table 41 - Seized Quantity of Drug (Kg) 2024

Drug Seized quantity (kg)

Heroin 832.360

Cannabis 8,359.501

Cocaine 23.407

Hashish 291.973

Kush 2.863

Opium 0.125

Methamphetamine 1,364.254

Psychotropic substances
0.315 

Capsules:          1,407,237
Tablets:              1,319,874

Other 116.776

(Source: Police Narcotics Bureau, 2024)

7                    
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From 2020 to 2024, the quantities of drugs seized in Sri Lanka reveal notable 
fluctuations across different substances, reflecting shifts in trafficking patterns, 
enforcement operations, and market availability. Heroin seizures remained 
relatively stable between 2020 and 2022 at around 1,630–1,677 kg, before 
dropping sharply to 850 kg in 2023 and further to 832 kg in 2024. Cannabis 
consistently accounted for the largest volumes seized, peaking at 17,607 kg 
in 2022, but declining significantly to 8,359 kg in 2024. Opium seizures were 
minimal throughout the period, while hashish seizures showed irregular patterns, 
with small quantities in 2020–2022 followed by larger volumes exceeding 270 
kg in 2023 and 291 kg in 2024. Cocaine seizures spiked dramatically in 2022 to 
368 kg, compared to minimal levels in earlier years, and remained relatively high 
in 2023 and 2024 at over 23 kg each year. Methamphetamine seizures fluctuated, 
starting at 811 kg in 2020, dipping in 2021–2023, then rising sharply to 1,364 kg 
in 2024, indicating a possible surge in trafficking or supply.
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Exhibit - 23

Exhibit - 24
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Exhibit - 25

Exhibit - 26
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Drug Related Court Cases

In 2024, a total of 832 kg of heroin was seized across Sri Lanka, resulting in 75,067 
court cases. The highest seizure quantities were reported from PNB & Sri Lanka 
Navy joint operations (365 kg), the Police Narcotics Bureau (PNB) (136 kg), and 
the Special Task Force (STF) (131 kg). Among police divisions, Mount Lavinia 
recorded the largest seizure (28 kg) with 9,533 cases, followed by Colombo North 
(18.5 kg, 21,201 cases) and Nugegoda (14.4 kg, 5,029 cases). The Western Province 
divisions accounted for a substantial portion of both heroin seizures and related 
court cases, reflecting the province’s prominence in trafficking and distribution 
networks. Other agencies such as the Excise Department, Sri Lanka Customs, and 
Colombo Crime Division also contributed to significant seizures.

Table 44 – Quantity of Heroin Seized and Number Court Cases by 
Police Divisions & Other Agencies 2024

Seized Quantity
Number of 

Court CasesKg g mg

 Police Divisions

Anuradhapura 1 558 084 1,460

Ampara 0 141 417 145

Badulla 0 284 053 236

Bandarawela 0 417 807 487

Batticaloa 0 256 746 223

Chilaw 1 661 000 1,672

Colombo Central 5 655 000 7,216

Colombo North 18 501 613 21,201

Colombo South 2 636 320 3,137

Elpitiya 1 044 959 1,067

Embilipitiya 0 222 522 61

Galle 6 986 009 1,380

Gampaha 6 616 000 2,364

10                    
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Gampola 0 192 283 336

Hatton 0 046 846 25

Jaffna 0 232 358 388

Kaluthara 1 180 330 533

Kandy 1 703 352 2,099

Kankasanthurei 0 138 227 64

Kanthale 0 020 275 8

Kebithigollewa 0 012 464 48

Kegalle 0 776 813 443

Kelaniya 5 296 985 2,364

Kilinochchi 0 078 314 43

Kuliyapitiya 3 992 627 1,173

Kurunegala 1 116 772 965

Matale 0 438 057 759

Mannar 0 047 407 54

Matara 74 888 268 1,319

Monaragala 0 331 629 108

Mount Lavinia 28 273 000 9,533

Mullativu 0 119 907 19

Negombo 4 706 793 2,207

Nikaweratiya 0 655 938 358

Nugegoda 14 402 000 5,029

Nuwara Eliya 0 765 391 431

Panadura 1 409 308 1,164

Polonnaruwa 0 241 740 385

Puttalam 0 179 364 24

Rathnapura 1 408 770 567

Seethawakapura 0 431 960 179

Tangalle 1 420 618 1,068
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Theldeniya 0 502 864 283

Trincomalee 0 153 400 134

Vavunia 0 099 792 133

 Agencies

Walana Anti Corruption Unit 0 196 000 79

PNB 136 276 000 143

SL Navy 0 325 000 8

PNB & SL Navy 365 386 000 6

STF 131 570 000 919

Excise Department of SL 1 761 000 1,060

Sri Lanka Customs 2 759 000 02

Colombo Crime Division 1 651 163 73

Total 832 360 545 75,067
(Source: Police Narcotics Bureau, 2024)

In 2024, law enforcement agencies in Sri Lanka seized a total of 8,359 kg of 
cannabis through various operations, leading to 76,816 court cases. Among 
police divisions, the Western Province reported particularly high volumes, with 
Nugegoda (70.9 kg, 7,426 cases) and Mount Lavinia (68.2 kg, 7,977 cases) 
standing out for both quantity and number of prosecutions. Colombo North 
(94.7 kg, 5,703 cases) recorded the highest single-division seizure quantity.

Other notable provincial seizures included Gampaha (252 kg), Kandy (65 
kg), and Rathnapura (134 kg), reflecting the widespread nature of cannabis 
distribution. Specialized units such as the Police Narcotics Bureau (PNB) (751 
kg), Special Task Force (STF) (1,108 kg), and the Sri Lanka Navy (1,210 kg) 
also played a key role, often targeting large-scale trafficking operations.
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Table 45 – Quantity of Cannabis Seized and Number of Court Cases by 
Police Divisions & Other Agencies 2024

Seized Quantity Number of 
Court CasesKg g

 Police Divisions

Anuradhapura 239 032 1,330

Ampara 344 182 1,203

Badulla 7 402 926

Bandarawela 6 072 1,667

Batticaloa 20 475 859

Chillaw 19 550 2,142

Colombo Central 5 814 7,436

Colombo North 94 668 5,703

Colombo South 555 173 6,218

Elpitiya 24 174 1,431

Embilipitiya 14 600 260

Galle 7 401 1,263

Gampaha 252 020 1,832

Gampola 7 451 739

Hatton 0 551 261

Jaffna 648 981 744

Kaluthara 12 239 950

Kandy 65 088 1,695

Kanthale 1 697      289

Kankasanthurei 328 417 744

Kilinochchi 386 714 162

Kebithigollewa 1 827 307

Kegalle 1 149 479

Kelaniya 290 357 1,531

Kuliyapitiya 1 567 997

Kurunagala 8 427 1,433

Mannar 448 472 157
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Matale 7 300 1,825

Matara 14 360 1,694

Mullativu 77 591    181

Monaragala 898 382 1,492

Mount Lavinia 68 227 7,977

Negombo 8 333 1,579

Nikaweratiya 6 302 770

Nugegoda 70 959 7,426

Nuwara Eliya 6 302 770

Panadura 7 432 1,287

Polonnaruwa 12 457 1,236

Puttalam 7 432 1,287

Rathnapura 134 311 1,346

Seethawakapura 0 421 178

Tangalle 389 152 2,646

Theldeniya 1 083 519

Trincomalee 12 868 489

Vavunia 54 472 395

 Agencies

PNB 751 168        91

Walana Anti Corruption  Unit 1 766       68

Special Task Force 1,108 400      661

SL Navy  1,210 472      44

Excise Dept. of Sri Lanka 18 696   1,587

CCD 0 351     18

Central Mail Exchange 3 424          3

Sri Lanka Customs 0 076        1

Total 8,359 501 76,816
(Source: Police Narcotics Bureau, 2024)
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Seized Quantity Number of 
Court Caseskg g mg

Police Divisions

Anuradhapura 1 235 867 463

Ampara 0 149 443 81

Badulla 0 229 125 185

Bandarawela 0 283 840 283

Batticaloa 0 725 100 853

Chillaw 0 280 000 319

Colombo Central 6 885 000 9,692

Colombo North 14 007 000 11,983

Colombo South 19 319 968 4,345

Elpitiya 1 385 000 797

Embilipitiya 0 151 293 57

Galle 0 831 899 469

Gampaha 3 308 000 2,530

Gampola 0 394 088 149

Hatton 0 033 054 32

Jaffna 0 439 512 89

Kalutara 4 750 004 329

Kandy 0 742 385 791

Kankasanthurei 1 550 512 125

Kantale 0 070 940 61

Kebithigollewa 0 054 911 57

Kegalle 0 184 374 202

Kelaniya 25 413 942 7,094

Kilinochchi 0 030 326 21

Kuliyapitiya 0 230 607 275

Kurunegala 0 405 968 398

Table 46 - Quantity of Methamphetamine Seized and Number of Court 
Cases by Police Divisions & Other Agencies - 2024
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Matale 0 514 720 601

Mannar 1 145 525 110

Matara 220 486 090 1,266

Monaragala 0 202 212 148

Mount Lavinia 26 253 914 6,502

Mullativu 0 193 473 48

Negombo 3 475 435 1,863

Nikaweratiya 0 415 533 326

Nugegoda 16 408 228 9,235

Nuwara Eliya 0 632 411 118

Panadura 1 940 000 1,779

Polonnaruwa 0 313 700 332

Puttalam 0 055 537 353

Ratnapura 0 151 293 57

Seethawakapura 0 191 966 120

Tangalle 0 623 157 490

Theldeniya 0 703 414 207

Trincomalee 1 199 296 399

Vavuniya 0 217 919 207

 Agencies

CCD 2 245 887 101

PNB 15 843 000 190

SL Navy 356 032 000 16

PNB, SL Navy 0 511 477 2

STF 82 298 000 8,562
Walana Anti 
Corruption  Unit 0 281 000 25

Exercise Dept. 3 667 000 1,648

SL Customs 0 026 635 7

Central Mail 
Exchange 5 055 000 5

Total 1,364 254 240 67,944
(Source: Police Narcotics Bureau, 2024)
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Statistics on Drug Trafficking Through Central Mail Exchange

In 2024, the Central Mail Exchange recorded multiple drug seizures by Sri 
Lanka Customs, highlighting the role of postal channels in illicit drug trafficking. 
The largest quantities intercepted were Marijuana/Hashish (11,381g) and 
Methamphetamine (6,078g), followed by smaller amounts of Cocaine (820g) and 
Amphetamine (60g). LSD and combined Methamphetamine/MDMA were seized 
in minimal quantities.

These detections were made with the assistance of officials from the Central Mail 
Exchange, highlighting the collaborative efforts of both agencies in combating 
drug trafficking. The data indicates that traffickers are increasingly exploiting 
postal and courier services to transport controlled substances, representing an 
emerging trend in drug distribution. This trend underscores the need for enhanced 
monitoring, advanced screening technologies, and strengthened inter-agency 
coordination to curb the flow of illicit drugs through postal networks.

Table 47 - Statistics on Seizures Made by Sri Lanka Customs on Drug  
Trafficking Through Central Mail Exchange in 2024

Location Drug Quantity (g)

Central Mail Exchange Marijuana/Hashish 11,381

Central Mail Exchange Amphetamine 60

Central Mail Exchange Methamphetamine 6,078

Central Mail Exchange Cocaine 820

Central Mail Exchange LSD 10

Central Mail Exchange Methamphetamine/MDMA 02

(Source: Sri Lanka Customs, 2024)

11                    
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Foreign Nationals Arrested in Sri Lanka for
Drug Related Offences

In 2024, a total of 21 foreign nationals were recorded in drug-related cases in 
Sri Lanka. The highest numbers were from India (3 individuals) and Ghana (2 
individuals), while single cases involved nationals from China, Madagascar, 
Malaysia, Nigeria, Pakistan, Philippines, Russia, South Africa, Spain, Thailand, 
Uganda, and the UK. This data highlights the continued involvement of foreign 
nationals in drug-related incidents, indicating the transnational dimension of drug 
trafficking and the need for coordinated international enforcement and monitoring 
efforts.

Table 48 - Distribution of Foreign Nationals Arrested in Sri Lanka

Country 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Australian 1 0 0 0 0
Bolivian 0 0 0 1 0
China 0 0 0 0 1
Ghana 0 0 0 0 2
Indian 0 0 8 1 3
Iranian 11 5 14 6 0
Indonesian 0 0 0 1 0
Italian 0 0 0 1 0
Japanese 1 0 0 0 0
Kenyan 0 1 0 1 0
Madagascar 0 0 0 0 1
Malaysian 0 0 0 0 1
Maldivian 4 0 0 1 0
Macedonian 0 0 0 1 0
Nigeria 0 0 0 0 1

12                    
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Pakistan 24 17 2 3 1
Philiphine 0 0 0 1 1
Russian 2 0 0 0 1
Spain 1 0 0 0 1
Sweden 1 0 0 0 0
South Africa 0 1 0 0 0
Tunisia 0 1 0 0 0
Ugandan 0 0 1 0 1
UK 2 0 0 1 1
Poland 0 0 1 0 0
Sierra Leonean 0 0 0 0 2
South Africa 0 0 0 0 1
Suriname 0 0 1 0 0
Thailand 0 0 0 0 2
Venezulan 0 0 0 0 1
Total 47 25 27 18 21

Exhibit – 27
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Sri Lankans Arrested in Abroad for Drug Related Offences

Eleven Sri Lankans were arrested for drug related offences in abroad during the 
year of 2024. Six persons were arrested in India and other five persons were 
arrested in Maldives.

Table 49 – Distribution of Sri Lankans Arrested in Abroad

Country 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

India 6 0 3 0 6

Malaysia 0 0 0 1 0

Pakistan 0 0 0 1 0

Maldives 0 0 0 0 5

Total 6 0 3 2 11

(Source: Police Narcotics Bureau, 2020 – 2024)

13                    
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Prices of Drugs

Measuring changes in the price and purity of illicit drugs is crucial for assessing 
drug availability and market dynamics. The Police Narcotic Bureau regularly 
analyzes drug price trends to monitor fluctuations in both wholesale and retail 
markets. Between 2020 and 2024, notable variations were observed across different 
substances. Cocaine recorded the highest street-level price, rising steadily from 
Rs. 19 million in 2020 to Rs. 32 million in 2024, with sharp increases between 
2021–2022 and 2023–2024, reflecting its high market value and possible supply 
constraints. Heroin prices also showed a consistent upward trend, with street-
level prices increasing from Rs. 12 million in 2020 to Rs. 20 million in 2024, 
particularly accelerating after 2022. Methamphetamine experienced sharp price 
jumps between 2020 and 2022, stabilizing in 2023 before a slight decline in 2024. 
In contrast, cannabis remained the lowest-priced drug in the market, peaking at 
Rs. 160,000 in 2022 and 2023 before dropping to Rs. 140,000 in 2024, indicating 
relatively higher availability and lower market value. These patterns highlight the 
differing economic dynamics of each drug and the need for targeted interventions 
tailored to their specific market conditions.

Street level price.

• LKR. 20,000,000.00Heroin

• LKR. 140,000.00Cannabis

• LKR. 32,000,000.00Cocaine

• LKR. 16,000,000.00Methamphetamine

• LKR. 5,000,000.00Hashish
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Street Level & Wholesale Prices of Drugs

Street Level & Wholesale Prices of Cannabis per Kilogram shows the price 
trends from 2020 to 2024. Street-level prices rose from Rs. 130,000 in 2020 to a 
peak of Rs. 160,000 in 2022 and 2023, before declining to Rs. 140,000 in 2024. 
Wholesale prices followed a similar pattern, increasing from Rs. 110,000 in 2020 
to Rs. 130,000 in 2022 and 2023, then dropping back to Rs. 110,000 in 2024. 
Overall, the data reflects a steady price rise until 2022–2023, followed by a notable 
decrease in 2024.

Table 50 - Street Level & Wholesale Prices of Cannabis per Kilogram

Year Street Level Prices (LKR) Wholesale Prices (LKR)

2020 130,000.00 110,000.00

2021 150,000.00 120,000.00

2022 160,000.00 130,000.00

2023 160,000.00 130,000.00

2024 140,000.00 110,000.00

Street Level & Wholesale Prices of Heroin per Kilogram shows a consistent 
increase in prices from 2020 to 2024. Street-level prices rose sharply from Rs. 12 
million in 2020 to Rs. 20 million in 2024, while wholesale prices increased from 
Rs. 10 million to Rs. 18 million over the same period. The trend reflects a steady 
escalation in heroin prices, with the most significant rises occurring between 2022 
and 2024.

14
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Table 51 - Street Level & Wholesale Prices of Heroin per Kilogram

Year Street Level Prices (LKR) Wholesale Prices (LKR)

2020 12,000,000.00 10,000,000.00

2021 13,000,000.00 11,000,000.00

2022 14,000,000.00 12,500,000.00

2023 17,500,000.00 15,000,000.00

2024 20,000,000.00 18,000,000.00

Street Level & Wholesale Prices of Cocaine per Kilogram indicates a steady 
and significant rise in prices between 2020 and 2024. Street-level prices increased 
from Rs. 19 million in 2020 to Rs. 32 million in 2024, while wholesale prices rose 
from Rs. 17 million to Rs. 30 million over the same period. The most notable price 
jumps occurred between 2021 and 2022, and again from 2023 to 2024, reflecting 
growing market value and possibly reduced supply or heightened trafficking risks.

Table 52 - Street Level & Wholesale Prices of Cocaine per Kilogram

Year Street Level Price (LKR) Wholesale Prices (LKR)

2020 19,000,000.00 17,000,000.00

2021 20,000,000.00 18,000,000.00

2022 25,000,000.00 20,000,000.00

2023 27,500,000.00 25,000,000.00

2024 32,000,000.00 30,000,000.00
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Street Level & Wholesale Prices of Methamphetamine per Kilogram shows 
significant price fluctuations from 2020 to 2024. Street-level prices rose sharply 
from Rs. 4 million in 2020 to Rs. 15 million in 2021, followed by a smaller 
increase to Rs. 17 million in 2022, which remained unchanged in 2023, before 
slightly declining to Rs. 16 million in 2024. Wholesale prices followed a similar 
pattern, increasing from Rs. 3 million in 2020 to Rs. 15 million in 2022 and 2023, 
then dropping marginally to Rs. 14.5 million in 2024.

Table 53 - Street Level & Wholesale Prices of Methamphetamine per 
Kilogram

Year Street Level Prices (LKR) Wholesale Prices (LKR)

2020 4,000,000.00 3,000,000.00

2021 15,000,000.00 11,000,000.00

2022 17,000,000.00 15,000,000.00

2023 17,000,000.00 15,000,000.00

2024 16,000,000.00 14,500,000.00

Table 54 - Street Level & Wholesale Prices of Hashish per Kilogram

Year Street Level Prices (LKR) Wholesale Prices (LKR)

2020 - -

2021 - -

2022 - -

2023 - -

2024 5,000,000.00 4,000,000.00
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LKR 0.00

LKR 5,000,000.00

LKR 10,000,000.00

LKR 15,000,000.00

LKR 20,000,000.00

LKR 25,000,000.00

LKR 30,000,000.00

LKR 35,000,000.00

Average street level prices of drugs - 2024 

(Source: Police Narcotics Bureau, 2024)
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Reported Drug Related Crimes 2024

Table 55 - Reported Drug Related Crimes 2024

Serial 
No.

Type of Crime Number of cases

1 Arson or hurt by explosives 0

2 House breaking 1

3 Grievous Hurt 13

4 Hurt by knife 1

5 Homicide 0

6 Attempted Homicide/Abet to commit suicide 0

7 Robbery 6

8 Unnatural offences/ grave sexual abuse 2

9 Theft of property including over Rs. 50,000 2

10 Obstruction to police officers 2

11 Abuse 1

12 Scams over Rs. 50,000.00 1

13 Forcible acquisition 0

14 Criminal intimidation 0

15 Sexual exploitation of Children 1

Total 30

(Source: Central Criminal Investigation Bureau, 2024)
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Statistics of Drug-Related Suspicious Transaction Reports (STRs) and Information 
Requests

Category Description Value

Suspicious 
Transaction Reports

Number of drug-related 
STRs* received 147

Information Requests

Drug-related information 
requests from LEAs** and 
Magistrate Courts

307

Drug-related information 
requests as a percentage of 
total information requests

43.18%

(Source: Central Bank of Sri Lanka, 2024)

*Reports submitted under Section 7 of the Financial Transaction Reporting Act 
No. 6 of 2006, by Financial Institutions and Designated Non-Finance Businesses 
and Professions.

**Requests are made under Section 15(1) (a) of the Financial Transaction 
Reporting Act No. 6 of 2006.

In 2024, the Financial Intelligence Unit (FIU) continued to play a critical role 
in supporting efforts to combat drug trafficking–related financial crimes. Data 
obtained from the FIU highlights the financial dimension of drug-related offences 
and the integration of anti-money laundering (AML) mechanisms into the broader 
drug control strategy.

During the reporting year, a total of 147 drug-related Suspicious Transaction 
Reports (STRs) were received by the FIU. These reports are submitted under 
Section 7 of the Financial Transaction Reporting Act No. 6 of 2006. The STRs 
provided vital intelligence for detecting potential money laundering activities 
linked to drug trafficking networks.

Drug Trafficking related Money Laundering Cases for 2024
16
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In addition, 307 drug-related information requests were submitted to the FIU by 
law enforcement authorities (LEAs) and Magistrate Courts, in accordance with 
Section 15(1)(a) of the same Act. Notably, 43.18% of all information requests 
received by the FIU during 2024 were drug-related, underscoring the significant 
intersection between narcotics offences and financial investigations.

This data indicates a growing focus on financial tracking as an essential component 
of disrupting drug trafficking operations. It also reflects strengthened inter-agency 
collaboration in identifying and prosecuting drug-related money laundering 
activities.
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Clandestine Laboratories

In 2024, Sri Lankan law enforcement authorities detected two clandestine 
laboratories, one in the Jaffna District and the other in the Colombo District. Both 
cases were associated with the illicit manufacture of methamphetamine, marking 
a concerning development in local drug production trends.

The laboratories were operated as home-based setups, occupying small, concealed 
spaces within residential premises. These were not industrial-scale operations, 
but rather mini-laboratories designed for low-volume production, likely intended 
for local distribution. The compact nature of these setups posed challenges for 
early detection, highlighting the evolving tactics used by individuals involved in 
synthetic drug production.

Officers from the National Narcotic Laboratory of the National Dangerous Drugs 
Control Board (NDDCB) actively participated in the on-site inspections and 
forensic analyses. Through systematic laboratory verification, both cases were 
confirmed to be linked to the illegal production of methamphetamine.

These detections underscore the emerging threat of synthetic drug manufacture 
within Sri Lanka and emphasize the need for continued vigilance, inter-agency 
coordination, and technical capacity-building to prevent the establishment and 
spread of such illicit operations.

(Source: National Narcotics Laboratory)
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Precursor Chemicals Information’s in Sri Lanka

Precursor chemicals, while widely used in legitimate industrial and pharmaceutical 
manufacturing processes, are also essential for the illicit production of synthetic 
drugs. Recognizing this dual-use risk, the Government of Sri Lanka has implemented 
stringent control measures to prevent the diversion of such substances into illegal 
drug manufacturing, in line with the United Nations Convention against Illicit 
Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (1988).

To ensure compliance, the Convention against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs 
and Psychotropic Substances Act No. 01 of 2008 was enacted, providing the legal 
framework for regulating 24 precursor chemicals. The Precursor Control Authority 
(PCA) was established on 25th October 2010 under the National Dangerous Drugs 
Control Board (NDDCB) to enforce this legislation. The International Narcotics 
Control Board (INCB) oversees the global implementation of precursor control, 
including monitoring Sri Lanka’s regulatory measures.

Sri Lanka does not manufacture precursor chemicals; therefore, all such substances 
required for industrial and pharmaceutical use are imported. In 2024, the highest 
volumes of precursor chemical imports were recorded for hydrochloric acid 
(3,755,587.34 kg) and sulphuric acid (3,537,356.64 kg). Other major chemicals 
imported included acetone (909,457.16 kg), methyl ethyl ketone (335,487.63 
kg), toluene (1,088,481.04 kg), and potassium permanganate (31,000 kg). These 
substances are known precursors for manufacturing synthetic drugs such as 
methamphetamine, amphetamine, MDA/MDMA, LSD, and Methaqualone.

In contrast, exports of precursor chemicals from Sri Lanka have been minimal 
and irregular. In 2024, only small quantities of hydrochloric acid (108 kg) were 
exported, indicating tight national controls over outward chemical movement. 

To mitigate the risk of diversion, the PCA continues to implement a range of 
regulatory actions including: 
	 •	 Issuing licenses for import, export, and use of precursor chemicals
	 •	 Verification of end-use declarations
	 •	 Inspection of permits and operational sites
	 •	 Stock monitoring and compliance check 
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Precursor Chemicals Information

Table 56 – Precursor Chemicals Imported to Sri Lanka

Precursor 
Chemicals

2020
Kg/L

2021
kg

2022
kg

2023
kg

2024
kg

Hydrochloric Acid 3,777,488.88L 4,145,172.00 3,484,457 3,540,822 3,755,587.34

Sulphuric Acid 1,847,454.081L 4,174,718.00 3,535,448 3,672,750 3,537,356.64

Potassium 
Permanganate 54,408.87kg 54,964.00 20,009 55,000 31,000.00

Toluene 1,554,607.841L 1,799,646.00 1,121,348 986,096 1,088,481.04

Ethyl ether 2,123.024L 9,798.00 3,315 555 1,266.77

Acetone 1,250,168.876L 1,127,279.00 928,997 821,788 909,457.16

Methyl ethyl 
Ketone

326,873.845L 320,820.00 226,984 233,582 335,487.63

Acetic anhydride 50.688L 126.00 51 3 -

Phenylacetic 30.01Kg 8.00 - 0.02 -

Piperonal 130kg 170.00 - 25 130.0

Safrole 3L 20 - - -

Ephedrine 4.5879kg - - 8 1.0

Anthranilic acid 2.9kg 1,902.00 6 6 4.0

Piperidine - 100 24,558 0.35 0.99

Acetylanthranilic 
acid - 1,040.00 105,784 - -

1-Phenyny 1-2 
Propanone - 250.00 - - -

Ergometrine - - - 0.02 -

Norephedrine - - - - 29.0

18
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Table 57 – Precursor Chemicals Export from Sri Lanka

Precursor Chemicals 2020
kg/L

2021
Kg/L

2022
kg

2023
Kg

2024
Kg

Hydrochloric Acid - 1,200 - - 108

Sulphuric Acid 3,520L 3,000 - - -

Tolune - 4 - - -

Acetone 57.11L 12 - 160.0 -

Methyl ethyl Ketone - - - - -

Piperonal - - - - -

Safrole - - - - -

(Source:  Sri Lanka Customs, 2020-2024)



124



125125

 

 

1 
 

PRISON ADMISSIONS FOR 
DRUG RELATED OFFENCES 

PART VII   
 
 

 

 

125125



126



127127

Drug-related Prison Admissions in Sri Lanka

In 2024, Sri Lanka recorded a total of 47,783 prison admissions, with narcotic 
offences accounting for 65.5 percent (31,314 admissions), representing a 
continuing upward trend over the past five years. The vast majority of those 
admitted were male, numbering 46,898 (98.1 percent), while females comprised 
885 admissions (1.9 percent). Although women remain a small fraction of the 
total, their involvement in narcotic offences has gradually increased, highlighting 
the need for gender-sensitive intervention and rehabilitation strategies.

Heroin remained the most common drug linked to prison admissions in 2024, 
with 16,664 cases (53.2 percent), though its proportion of the total has decreased 
compared to previous years. In contrast, methamphetamine-related prison 
admissions rose sharply to 9,454 cases (30.2 percent), signalling a major shift in 
the country’s illicit drug profile. Cannabis-related offences accounted for 4,988 
admissions (15.9 percent), while opium, other narcotics, and tablets collectively 
represented less than one percent of the total. This changing substance profile 
reflects the growing influence of synthetic drugs, particularly methamphetamine, 
in the national drug market.

The majority of narcotic-related prison admissions in 2024 were among the 
Sinhala population, accounting for 64.8 percent, followed by Muslims at 19.8 
percent and Tamils at 15.1 percent. By religion, Buddhists comprised 58.1 percent 
of admissions, while Islam accounted for 20.0 percent, Hindus for 11.7 percent, 
Roman Catholics for 6.2 percent, and other Christians for 4.0 percent. Age 
distribution data show that drug-related prison admissions were most common 
among individuals aged 23 to 30 years, who represented 25.1 percent of the total, 
followed closely by those aged 31 to 40 years (27.7 percent) and 41 to 50 years 
(24.1 percent), indicating a concentration among young and middle-aged adults.

Geographically, the highest number of narcotic-related admissions originated 
from the Western Province, with Colombo District alone recording 17,357 cases 
and Gampaha District reporting 5,016 cases. Other districts with notable figures 
included Kalutara, Kandy, and Kurunegala, illustrating the concentration of both 
enforcement activity and drug markets in these areas.

The persistently high proportion of drug-related offences in the prison population, 
combined with the rapid increase in methamphetamine cases, underscores the 
urgent need for comprehensive and integrated approaches to drug control. 
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     Prison Admissions by Offences

Table 58 - Total Prison Admissions by Offences ( Male & Female )

Type of Offence
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Nos. Nos. Nos. Nos. Nos.

Narcotic 9,336 9,344 18,484 29,192 31,314
% 47.0 64.2 60.9 62.2 65.5
Excise 2,726 1,213 2,950 3,947 4,802
% 13.7 8.3 9.7 8.4 10.0
Theft 811 471 1,330 2,544 1,932
% 4.1 3.2 4.4 5.4 4.0
Murder 48 31 14 99 78
% 0.2 0.2 0.0 0.2 0.2
Unlawful Intercourse 9 3 0 5 2
% 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Culpable Homicide 30 33 34 61 23
% 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.0
Others 6,896 3,452 7,519 11,091 9,632
% 34.7 23.7 24.8 23.6 20.2
Total 19,856 14,547 30,331 46,939 47,783
% 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

In 2024, there were a total of 47,783 prison admissions in Sri Lanka, with narcotic-
related offences accounting for the majority at 65.5% (31,314 admissions), 
marking the highest proportion recorded over the past five years. This represents 
a continued upward trend from 62.2 % in 2023, 60.9% in 2022, 64.2 % in 2021, 
and 47.0% in 2020, highlighting the growing dominance of drug-related offences 
in the prison population. While excise-related offences formed the second largest 
category at 10.0% (4,802 admissions) in 2024, their share remained significantly 
lower than narcotic cases. Other offence categories, including theft, murder, 
culpable homicide, and unlawful intercourse, together accounted for a much 
smaller proportion of total admissions. The steady and substantial rise in narcotic-
related prison admissions over the five years underscores an escalating drug 
problem in the country, with narcotics now representing nearly two-thirds of all 
prison entries.

19
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Table 59 – Male Prison Admissions by Offences

Type of Offence 2020
N

2021
N

2022
N

2023
N

2024
N

Narcotic
%

9,231
47.4

9,261
64.6

19,094
63.0

28,867
62.4

30,946
66.0

Excise
%

2,669
13.7

1,179
8.2

2,490
8.2

3,847
8.3

4,652
9.9

Theft
%

769
4.0

455
3.2

1,330
4.4

2,496
5.4

1,863
4.0

Murder
%

47
0.2

30
0.2

53
0.2

97
0.2

76
0.2

Unlawful Intercourse 
%

9
0.0

3
0.0

0
0.0

5
0.0

2
0.0

Culpable Homicide
%

28
0.1

31
0.2

34
0.1

61
0.1

23
0.0

Others
%

6,708
34.5

3,373
23.5

7,330
24.2

10,922
23.6

9,336
19.9

Total
%

19,461
100.0

14,332
100.0

30,331
100.0

46,295
100.0

46,898
100.0
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In 2024, male prison admissions in Sri Lanka were 46,898, with narcotic-related 
offences comprising the largest share at 66.0 % (30,946 admissions), marking a 
steady increase from 62.4% in 2023 and significantly higher than 47.4% in 2020. 
This trend closely mirrors the overall prison admission pattern but shows an even 
stronger dominance of narcotic offences among men compared to the combined male 
and female statistics. The consistently high proportion of narcotic-related offences 
among male prisoners underscores a pronounced gender disparity, as drug-related 
crimes form a significantly larger share of the male prison population compared to 
females, highlighting the need for targeted prevention and rehabilitation strategies 
for men involved in narcotic activities.

Exhibit - 30

From 2020 to 2024, female prison admissions for narcotic offences in Sri Lanka 
have shown a fluctuating yet overall rising trend in absolute numbers, increasing 
from 105 in 2020 to 368 in 2024. However, the proportion of narcotic offences 
among total female admissions has varied, peaking at 50.5 % in 2023 before 
slightly declining to 41.6% in 2024. This pattern reflects a sustained and significant 
involvement of women in drug-related activities, whether as users or dealers, 
with narcotics consistently representing the largest offence category for female 
prisoners over the five-year period.
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Table 60 – Female Prison Admissions by Offences

Type of Offence 2020
N

2021
N

2022
N

2023
N

2024
N

Narcotic
%

105
26.6

83
38.6

161
41.3

325
50.5

368
41.6

Excise
%

57
14.4

34
15.8

63
16.2

100
15.5

150
16.9

Theft
%

42
10.6

16
7.4

45
11.5

48
7.5

69
7.8

Murder
%

1
0.3

1
0.5

0
0

2
0.3

2
0.2

Unlawful Intercourse
%

0
0.0

0
0

0
0.0

0
0.0

0
0.0

Culpable Homicide
%

2
0.5

2
0.9

2
0.5

0
0.0

0
0.0

Others
%

188
47.6

79
36.7

119
30.5

169
26.2

296
33.4

Total
%

395
100.0

215
100.0

390
100.0

644
100.0

885
100.0

Exhibit - 31
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Table 61 – Distribution of Narcotic Drugs Related Prison 
Admissions by Drug

Drug
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

N % N % N % N % N %

Cannabis 1,277 13.7 910 9.7 2,656 13.9 3,916 13.4 4,988 15.9

Heroin 7,974 85.4 7,094 75.9 12,913 67.6 18,365 62.9 16,664 53.2

Opium 4 0.0 13 0.1 167 0.9 16 0.1 16 0.1

Others 81 0.9 1,327 14.2 74 0.4 66 0.2 66 0.2

Methamphe-
tamine - - - - 3,240 17.0 6,767 23.2 9,454 30.2

Tablets 3 0.0 - - 44 0.2 62 0.2 126 0.4

Total 9,336 100.0 9,334 100.0 19,094 100.0 29,192 100.0 31,314 100.0
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In 2024, narcotic drug-related prison admissions in Sri Lanka totaled 31,314, 
with heroin remaining the most prevalent drug, accounting for 53.2% (16,664 
admissions), although its share has steadily declined from 85.4% in 2020. In 
contrast, methamphetamine-related admissions have risen sharply since first 
appearing in the statistics in 2022, increasing from 17.0% that year to 30.2% 
(9,454 admissions) in 2024, reflecting a significant shift in the drug market 
toward synthetic stimulants. Cannabis-related offences also showed a gradual 
rise, making up 15.9% (4,988 admissions) in 2024 compared to 13.4% in 2023 
and 9.7% in 2021. Other substances, including opium, tablets, and miscellaneous 
narcotics, each accounted for less than 1% of admissions. These trends highlight 
a notable diversification in the types of narcotics linked to imprisonment, with 
methamphetamine emerging as a major contributor alongside heroin, and cannabis 
maintaining a persistent role in drug-related offences.
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     Prison Admissions by Ethnicity & Religion 

Table 62 – Distribution of Narcotic Drugs Related Prison 
Admissions by Ethnicity

Ethnicity
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Nos. % Nos. % Nos. % Nos. % Nos. %

Sinhala 6,349 68.0 6,599 70.6 13,306 69.7 19,845 68.0 20,288 64.8

Tamil 1,419 15.2 1,274 13.6 2,528 13.2 4,090 14.0 4,718 15.1

Muslim 1,526 16.3 1,427 15.3 3,253 17.0 5,185 17.8 6,205 19.8

Malay 12 0.1 6 0.1 1 0.0 11 0.0 7 0.0

Burgher 3 0.0 1 0.0 0 0.0 48 0.2 49 0.2

Others 27 0.3 37 0.4 6 0.1 13 0.0 47 0.1

Total 9,336 100.0 9,344 100.0 19,094 100.0 29,192 100.0 31,314 100.0
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Table 63 – Distribution of Narcotic Drugs Related Prison 
Admissions by Religion

Religion
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Nos. % Nos. % Nos. % Nos. % Nos. %

Buddhist 5,919 63.4 6,363 68.1 12,394 64.9 18,258 62.5 18,179 58.1

Hindu 1,322 14.2 846 9.1 2,478 13.0 3,339 11.4 3,674 11.7

Islam 1,526 16.3 1,522 16.3 3,013 15.8 5,207 17.8 6,274 20.0

Roman 
Catholic 501 5.4 515 5.5 636 3.3 1,650 5.7 1,931 6.2

Other 
Christian 66 0.7 98 1.0 571 3.0 733 2.5 1,252 4.0

Others 2 0.0 0 0.0 2 0.0 5 0.0 4 0.0

Total 9,336 100.0 9,344 100.0 19,094 100.0 29,192 100.0 31,314 100.0
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Drug Related Prison Admissions by Districts

Table 64 – Distribution of Narcotic Drug Related Prison 
Admissions by Districts

District 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Colombo 4,341 4,391 9,286 14,012 17,357
Gampaha 1,391 1,764 3,549 6,321 5,016
Kalutara 237 402 312 1,468 2,064
Kandy 298 344 703 791 863
Matale 227 87 199 207 198
Nuwara Eliya 87 62 114 110 124
Galle 469 504 719 574 580
Matara 261 260 291 390 550
Hambantota 117 114 191 251 236
Jaffna 134 132 291 258 292
Mannar 0 2 51 79 39
Vavuniya 43 19 55 84 121
Mullativu 8 2 9 17 16
Batticaloa 82 36 165 224 222
Trincomalee 60 22 55 72 130
Ampara 45 75 156 193 110
Kurunegala 483 407 987 1,285 935
Puttalam 164 271 756 966 567
Anuradhapura 261 145 352 438 445
Polonnaruwa 82 49 125 182 168
Badulla 110 87 155 274 292
Monaragala 72 20 81 152 118
Ratnapura 237 101 298 518 572
Kegalle 113 39 183 292 222
Kilinochchi 7 6 6 16 25
Other Countries 7 2 5 18 52

Total 9,336 9,344 19,094 29,192 31,314

21
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Drug Related Prison Admissions by Age

Table 65 – Distribution of Narcotic Drug Related 
Prison Admissions by Age

Age 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Below 16 yrs - - - - -

17-22 yrs 827 712 1,480 1,757 1,672

23-30 yrs 3,413 3,180 6,123 8,491 7,847

31-40 yrs 2,556 3,164 5,948 8,941 8,667

41-50 yrs 1,384 1,352 3,504 6,046 7,548

Above 50 1,132 936 1,955 3,952 5,573

Not recorded 24 - 84 5 7

Total 9,336 9,344 19,094 29,192 31,314

In 2024, narcotic drug-related prison admissions in Sri Lanka totaled 31,314, 
with the highest numbers recorded among individuals aged 23–30 years (7,847 
admissions) and 31–40 years (8,667 admissions), together accounting for more 
than half of all cases. Admissions among the 41–50 age group reached 7,548, 
reflecting a steady increase compared to previous years, while those above 50 
years rose sharply to 5,573, indicating growing drug-related involvement among 
older adults. The 17–22 age group accounted for 1,672 admissions, showing a 
slight decline from 2023 but still representing a considerable portion of young 
offenders.

22
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Treatment and Rehabilitation Services 

This chapter provides an analytical overview of drug treatment admission data for 
2024, compiled through the Drug Abuse Monitoring System (DAMS), an online, 
real-time reporting platform managed by the Research Division of the National 
Dangerous Drugs Control Board (NDDCB). DAMS serves as the national-level 
database for collecting standardized treatment admission records from both 
governmental and non-governmental treatment service providers across the 
country. These agencies submit data on a monthly basis using a prescribed data 
collection tool, ensuring consistency and reliability in the information gathered.

The data reported through DAMS encompass a wide range of variables, including 
the socio-demographic characteristics of individuals admitted for drug treatment, 
their patterns of drug use, associated behavioral patterns, and key treatment-
related details such as the type of facility and the method of treatment followed. 
As a comprehensive and centralized information system, DAMS enables the 
timely monitoring and evaluation of treatment trends in Sri Lanka. This chapter 
synthesizes and elaborates on the findings from the 2024 data set, offering insights 
into prevailing treatment dynamics, emerging patterns, and informing evidence-
based policy and intervention planning.
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Treatment Admissions by type of facility

Treatment and rehabilitation services are regulated and monitored by the National 
Dangerous Drugs Control Board under the provisions of Act No. 54 of 2007: the 
Drug Dependent Persons (Treatment and Rehabilitation) Act.

The total number of reported drug users who received treatment services in the 
year 2024 was 3,140. 
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Of these, 594 individuals (18.9%) were reported from the treatment centers 
operated by the National Dangerous Drugs Control Board (NDDCB). A significant 
portion, 1,846 individuals (58.8%), received treatment through community-
based treatment camps conducted by the NDDCB in collaboration with other 
government and private sector stakeholders. Additionally, 296 individuals (9.4%) 
were reported from non-governmental organizations (NGOs), and 404 individuals 
(12.9%) were reported from the Treatment and Rehabilitation Centres of the 
Bureau of Rehabilitation.
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Table 66 – Treatment Admissions by Type of Facility

Facility
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

N % N % N % N % N %

NDDCB 
Residential 
Treatment 
services

740 45.0 751 44.1 753 37.7 759 37.2 594 18.9

Community-
Based 
Treatment 
services 
(NDDCB)

- - - - - - - - 1,846 58.8

Private and 
NGO services

226 14.0 249 14.6 355 17.8 456 22.4 296 9.4

Designated 
Prisons

184 11.0 111 6.5 67 3.4 0 0.0 0 0.0

Bureau of 
Rehabilitation 499 30.0 592 34.8 821 41.1 824 40.4 404 12.9

Total 1,649 100.0 1,703 100.0 1,996 100.0 2,039 100.0 3,140 100.0

Exhibit - 37
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The distribution of admission types, as shown in Table 62, reveals that the majority 
of admissions (2,614) were voluntary, while 526 individuals were admitted through 
court referrals. The Government of Sri Lanka emphasizes and encourages treatment 
admissions on a voluntary basis, in line with national treatment standards and the 
rights of persons who use drugs. This approach aims to promote dignity, respect, 
and autonomy in the treatment process, while also enhancing the likelihood of 
sustained outcomes from rehabilitation programmes.

Table 67 - Type of Admission

Type of Admission Number of persons Percentage
(%)

Voluntary 2,614 83.2%

Compulsory 526 16.8%

Total 3,140 100.0

Individuals who received treatment were further classified based on the specific 
treatment methods used. The data show that the majority, 74% (2,323 individuals), 
received psychological and behavioral therapies. In addition, the Therapeutic 
Community model was used for 608 individuals, while 209 individuals received 
faith-based treatment. 

A specific and structured short-term treatment plan, incorporating psychological 
interventions, motivational enhancement, and relapse prevention strategies, was 
implemented in the community-based treatment camps conducted in the Western 
Province. These interventions were followed by an aftercare programme delivered 
through the outreach network, ensuring continued support and reintegration into 
the community.
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Table 68 – Treatment Admissions by Type of Treatment

Type/Method
2021 2022 2023 2024

N % N % N % N %

Therapeutic 
community (TC)

70 4.2 171 8.6 236 11.6 608 19.3

Psychological 
Counseling 
& Behavioral 
Therapies

1,409 84.8 1,311 65.7 1,437 70.6 2,323 74.0

12 Step Method 26 1.6 74 3.7 61 3.0 0 0.0

Faith Based model 122 7.3 297 14.9 275 13.5 209 6.7

* Different treatment models have been incorporated within same treatment programme
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Treatment Admissions by districts

Table 69 – Treatment Admissions by Administrative Districts

District
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

N % N % N N N % N %

Colombo 454 27.5 543 31.9 524 26.2 396 19.4 955 30.4

Gamapaha 466 28.3 474 27.8 507 25.4 639 31.3 981 31.2

Kalutara 151 9.2 100 5.9 156 7.8 106 5.2 501 16.0

Galle 135 8.2 97 5.7 209 10.5 130 6.4 129 4.1

Matara 29 1.8 45 2.6 55 2.7 40 2.0 24 0.8

Hambantota 21 1.3 21 1.2 19 1 11 0.5 14 0.5

Monaragala 12 0.7 5 0.3 3 0.2 7 0.3 11 0.4

Badulla 10 0.6 5 0.3 12 0.6 9 0.4 15 0.5

Kandy 49 3.0 60 3.5 40 2 44 2.2 54 1.7

Matale 11 0.7 14 0.8 24 1.2 12 0.6 20 0.6

Nuwara Eliya 5 0.3 2 0.1 6 0.3 5 0.3 12 0.4

Kegalle 38 2.3 38 2.2 78 3.9 53 2.6 34 1.1

Ratnapura 20 1.2 26 1.5 24 1.2 37 1.8 34 1.1

Kurunegala 89 5.4 85 5.0 122 6.1 120 5.9 71 2.3

Puttalam 42 2.5 37 2.2 53 2.6 120 5.9 24 0.8

Trincomalee 2 0.1 8 0.5 5 0.3 16 0.8 3 0.1

Baticaloa 0 0.0 1 0.1 4 0.2 15 0.7 3 0.1

Ampara 4 0.2 3 0.2 17 0.8 14 0.7 5 0.2

Anuradhapura 10 1.0 35 2.1 31 1.5 33 1.6 25 0.8

Polonnaruwa 4 0.2 13 0.8 21 1.1 19 0.9 15 0.5

Jaffna 12 0.7 15 0.9 29 1.5 89 4.4 15 0.5

Kilinochchi 0 0.0 1 0.1 9 0.4 17 0.8 1 0.0

Mullative 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0 18 0.9 9 0.3

Mannar 0 0.0 1 0.1 3 0.2 3 0.2 3 0.1

Vavuniya 0 0.0 4 0.2 1 0.2 8 0.4 5 0.2

Not Recorded 79 4.8 70 4.1 44 2.1 78 3.8 177 5.7

Total 1,649 100.0 1,703 100.0 1,996 100.0 2,039 100.0 3,140 100.0

24
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Treatment Admissions by drug for treatment

Table 70 – Treatment Admissions by Drug

Drug
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

N % N % N % N % N %

Cannabis 240 11.7 218 10.2 244 10.0 382 18.7 593 18.9

Heroin 1,276 62.3 1,464 68.3 1,738 71.0 1,521 74.6 1,100 35.0

Methamphetamine - - - - - - 139 6.8 860 27.4

Pharmaceutical 
Tablets - - 76 3.6 - - 144 7.1 233 7.4

Alcohol 154 7.5 120 5.6 91 3.7 88 4.3 354 11.3

Opium 15 0.7 17 0.8 8 0.3 0 0.0 0 0.0

Tobacco 196 9.6 130 6.1 130 5.3 89 4.4 0 0.0

Other 65 3.2 118 5.5 85 3.5 213 10.4 0 0.0
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Treatment Admissions by socio-demographic data

Out of the total treatment admissions of the year of 2024, 99.4% (3,122) were 
males. 18 (0.6%) female drug users reported. 

Table 71 – Treatment Admissions by Gender

Gender
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

N % N % N % N % N %

Male 1,634 99.0 1,699 99.8 1,987 99.6 1,987 97.5 3,122 99.4

Female 15 1.0 4 0.2 9 0.4 52 2.5 18 0.6

Total 1,649 100.0 1,703 100.0 1,996 100.0 2,039 100.0 3,140 100.0
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Individuals who received treatment were further classified based on their marital 
status. The data shows that 51.7% (1,624 individuals) were single, while 35% 
(1,099 individuals) were married. Additionally, 51 individuals were divorced, 59 
were separated, and 10 were living together.

Table 72 – Treatment Admissions by Marital Status

Marital 
Status

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

N % N % N % N % N %

Single 774 46.9 987 58.0 1,158 58.0 1,150 56.4 1,624 51.7

Married 624 37.8 531 31.2 644 32.2 664 32.2 1,099 35.0

Cohabiting 2 0.1 0 2.0 0 0 2 0.1 51 1.6

Separated 9 0.5 4 0.2 17 0.9 09 0.4 59 1.9

Divorced 17 1.0 21 1.2 42 2.1 33 1.6 51 1.6

Widowed 3 0.2 4 0.2 0 0 5 0.3 7 0.2

Living 
Together 9 0.5 8 0.5 1 0.1 6 0.3 10 0.3

Not 
Recorded 211 12.8 148 8.7 134 6.7 170 8.3 289 9.2

Total 1,649 100.0 1,703 100.0 1,996 100.0 2,039 100.0 3,140 100.0

Substance abuse continues to be a growing global socio-medical issue, particularly 
among young and adolescent males. As shown in table no. 73, the highest 
proportion of treatment admissions in 2024 was recorded among individuals aged 
20–29 years, accounting for 37.4% (1,173) of total admissions.

This trend is consistent with findings from previous studies conducted by the 
National Dangerous Drugs Control Board. Other notable age groups include 
30–34 years (19.2%, 603 individuals), 35–39 years (11.7%, 367 individuals), and 
40–44 years (9.8%, 298 individuals).

It is also significant that nine individuals were reported in the 0 –14 age group, 
highlighting early exposure and the need for age-appropriate preventive 
interventions.



153153

Table 73 – Treatment Admissions by Age

Age
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

N % N % N % N % N %
Below 
14 yrs 2 0.1 2 0.1 6 0.3 1 0.1 9 0.3

15-19 109 6.6 93 5.6 110 5.5 109 5.4 181 5.8

20-24 433 26.3 441 25.9 511 25.6 509 25.0 499 15.9

25-29 437 26.5 446 26.2 590 29.5 694 34.0 674 21.5

30-34 248 15.0 324 19.0 359 18.0 369 18.1 603 19.2

35-39 167 10.1 164 9.6 93 9.7 163 8.0 367 11.7

40-44 127 7.7 118 6.9 111 5.6 110 5.4 298 9.8

45-49 45 2.7 43 2.5 53 2.7 50 2.5 189 6.0
50 & 
Above 81 4.9 71 4.2 63 3.1 30 1.5 318 10.1

Not 
Recorded 0 0.0 1 0.1 - - 4 0.2 2 0.1

Total 1,649 100.0 1,703 100.0 1,996 100.0 2,039 100.0 3,140 100.0
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According to the recorded persons by ethnicity wise, 2,608 (83.0%) were Sinhalese, 
284 (9.0%) were Moors, 208 (6.6%) were Tamils, and 07 (0.2%) of them were 
Malay. More details are shown in table 74.

Table 74 – Treatment Admissions by Ethnicity

Ethnicity
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

N % N % N % N % N %

Sinhala 1,397 84.7 1,509 88.6 1,770 88.7 1,634 80.1 2,608 83.0

Tamil 120 7.3 71 4.2 98 4.8 201 9.9 208 6.6

Moor 111 6.7 100 5.9 104 5.2 185 9.1 284 9.0

Malay 10 0.6 7 0.4 8 0.4 5 0.3 7 0.2

Burgher 6 0.4 6 0.4 3 0.2 6 0.3 13 0.4

Other 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 0.1 0 0.0 0 0.0

Not 
Recorded 5 0.3 10 0.5 12 0.6 8 0.4 20 0.7

Total 1,649 100.0 1,703 100.0 1,996 100.0 2,039 100.0 3,140 100.0
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According to the data shown majority, 2,199 (70.0%) of the clients were Buddhists. 
459 (14.6%) Christians, 292 (9.3%) Islam and 145 (4.6%) Hindu.

Table 75 – Treatment Admissions by Religion

Religion
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

N % N % N % N % N %

Buddhist 1,086 65.9 1,308 76.8 1,531 76.7 1,361 66.8 2,199 70.0

Hindu 56 3.4 43 2.5 61 3.1 147 7.2 145 4.6

Islam 101 6.1 103 6.0 112 5.7 197 9.7 292 9.3

Christian 388 23.5 233 13.7 266 13.3 303 14.9 459 14.6

Other 0 0.0 1 0.1 4 0.2 13 0.6 2 0.1

Not 
Recorded 18 1.1 15 0.9 - - 18 0.9 43 1.4

Total 1,649 100.0 1,703 100.0 1,996 100.0 2,039 100.0 3,140 100.0
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The educational background of individuals who received treatment indicates 
that 43.9% (1,377 individuals) had education up to Grade 10, while 1.9% (61 
individuals) had never attended school. In contrast, 40.9% (1,286) had completed 
the G.C.E. Ordinary Level (O/L), 10.3% (322) had completed the G.C.E. Advanced 
Level (A/L), and 37 individuals had university or technical education.

However, it is important to note that these figures may not fully represent the 
educational profile of all individuals with substance use disorders (SUD). We 
cannot conclude that all individuals with SUD come from lower educational 
backgrounds. Due to social status and stigma, some individuals particularly those 
with higher education levels may seek assistance from private sector counselling 
and treatment services, which are not captured in this data.

Table 76 – Treatment Admissions by Educational Levels

Educational 
Level

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

N % N % N % N % N %

No Schooling 28 1.7 20 1.2 20 1.0 25 1.2 61 1.9
Below Grade 
5 45 2.7 45 2.6 46 2.3 37 1.8 141 4.5

Grade 5-8 165 10.0 115 6.8 167 8.4 164 8.0 436 13.9

Grade 9-10 374 22.7 343 20.1 442 22.2 462 22.7 800 25.5

Up to 
G.C.E.(O/L) 713 43.2 812 47.7 911 45.6 943 46.3 1,286 40.9

Up to 
G.C.E.(A/L) 278 16.9 328 19.3 358 17.9 333 16.3 322 10.3

Univer/
Technical/
Proffessional 
Qualified

26 1.6 22 1.3 28 1.4 51 2.5 43 1.4

Not Recorded 20 1.2 18 1.1 24 1.2 24 1.2 51 1.7

Total 1,649 100.0 1,703 100.0 1,996 100.0 2,039 100.0 3,140 100.0
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Reasons of drug initiation and multiple drug use patterns

Research currently suggests a Considerable number of factors that may contribute 
to the initiation of drug use. SUD persons who are reported to the treatment 
services have revealed the factors which effected to their Drug initiation.

Majority (1,035) had initiated drug use due to peer pressure. In addition to that 
(1,026) persons were recorded for pleasure and entertainment and (131) persons 
were initiate drug use due to problematic situations. All figures are given below.  

Table 77 - Treatment Admissions by Reasons for Drug Use

Reason
2023 2024

Number % Number %
Peer Pressure 548 26.9 1,035 33.0
Problematic 
Situation 73 3.6 131 4.2

For self-pleasure 570 28.0 1,026 32.7
For Sexual 
enhancement 
purpose

1 0.1 5 0.2

Other 753 36.9 745 23.7
Not recorded 94 4.6 195 6.2

According to the data on primary drug use, the majority of individuals (1,855) 
reported using tobacco products as their primary substance. Among the total 
dependents, 140 used heroin, 790 used alcohol, and 355 used cannabis as their 
primary drug of choice.

It is important to note that methamphetamine does not appear as a primary drug 
category, indicating that it is generally not the first substance used during an 
individual’s lifetime. In contrast, heroin and cannabis are considered gateway 
drugs, often initiating the progression to other substance use.
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Data indicates that most clients receiving treatment were multiple drug users. 
Among them, 421 used tobacco, 1,713 used heroin, 1620 used Methamphetamine 
and 2,004 used cannabis. The number of clients using alcohol, was 247and 
prescription tablets, and opium users were 247, 1,138, and 97, respectively.
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According to the reported data, clients used multiple methods for drug consumption. 
Among them, 29.7% (934 individuals) smoked the drug, 24.8% (778) ingested it 
orally (eating or drinking), 37.9% (1,191) used the Chinese method (Chasing the 
Dragon), 5.2% (162) used drug-sniffing, and 2.1% (67) injected the drug.

The presence of injecting drug use (IDU) among treatment admissions 
underscores the urgent need for targeted interventions and comprehensive health-
based screening services for individuals with substance use disorders (SUD). In 
particular, HIV screening and awareness programs should be strengthened to 
reduce the risk of HIV transmission and promote early diagnosis and treatment 
among this vulnerable population.

Exhibit - 46

778 

934 

67 

1,191 

162 

Eat/Drink Smoke Injecting Chinese Method Sniff

Tpes of Drug use methods of treatment admissions 

(Source: Drug Abuse Monitoring System, National Dangerous Drugs 
Control Board,  2020-2024)



161161

 

 

1 
 

STATISTICS OF 
COMMUNITY-BASED 

 

PART IX   
 
 

 

 

CORRECTIONS

161161



162



163163

Community-Based Corrections - 2024

In 2024, the Department of Community-Based Corrections supervised a total of 
15,631 offenders under community-based correctional programs. These individuals 
were assigned to non-custodial sentences such as probation, community service 
orders, or other forms of supervised release, allowing for rehabilitation while 
remaining within the community. A significant proportion of community-
supervised offenders were linked to drug-related offences.

Drug-related offenders, including those connected to heroin, cannabis, and 
methamphetamine, account for 6,695 individuals, representing approximately 
42.82% of the total offender population under community-based corrections in 
2024. This highlights the substantial impact of drug use and trafficking on the 
correctional system, with nearly half of community-based cases tied to narcotics 
offences. Other commonly recorded offences included illicit liquor (5,907 
offenders) and gambling (550 offenders), which are often associated with substance 
use environments.

The high percentage of drug-related offenders under community corrections signals 
a critical need for integrated rehabilitation, drug prevention and education, and 
treatment referral mechanisms within non-custodial systems. Community-based 
corrections offer a strategic opportunity to address the root causes of drug abuse 
while reducing prison overcrowding and facilitating reintegration into society.
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Offenders reported to the Community based Correctional 
Process

Table 78 - Number of offenders reported to the community-based 
correctional process

Number Offence Number of Offenders

1. Heroin related offences 2,731

2. Cannabis related offences 2,461

3. Illicit liquor related offences 5,907

4. Methamphetamine related offences 1,503

5. Drunk and Public Nuisance 546

6. Traffic offences 830

7. Breach of public order 69

8. Theft 149

9. Cheating 12

10. Illegal weapons 11

11. Stolen goods 3

12. Gambling 550

13. Riots 12

14. Domestic violence 159

15. Environmental mistakes 34

16. Others 654

17. Total 15,631

Table 79 -  Number of offenders by Gender

Gender Number of offenders
Female 501
Male 15,130
Total 15,631
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Exhibit - 47

Exhibit - 48

(Source: Department of Community Based Correction, 2024)
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Drug Related Road Accidents in Sri Lanka

Road traffic accidents remain a pressing public safety concern in Sri Lanka, 
and emerging evidence suggests that drug and substance use is an increasingly 
contributing factor. According to data from the Sri Lanka Traffic Police, the year 
2024 recorded the highest number of total road traffic accidents in the past five 
years, marking a concerning upward trend. The total number of road traffic 
accidents increased to 25,299 in 2024, with 2,521 recorded deaths, the highest 
fatality figure in the five years. Notably, both major and minor injury accidents 
also rose sharply in 2024.

While not all traffic accidents are directly linked to substance use, the Sri Lanka 
Traffic Police have reported an increasing number of cases where drivers involved 
in fatal or major injury crashes were found to be under the influence of drugs, 
particularly cannabis, heroin, and methamphetamine. Drug impairment reduces 
motor coordination, reaction time, and decision-making ability, significantly 
heightening the risk of accidents.

Driving under the influence of intoxicating substances continues to pose a serious 
risk to road safety in Sri Lanka. According to Sri Lanka Traffic Police records, 762 
road traffic accidents in 2024 were directly attributed to drunk driving cases. Of 
these, 67 were fatal accidents, resulting in 71 deaths. While this reflects a decrease 
in the total number of such incidents compared to previous years, the proportion 
of fatal outcomes remains high, highlighting the severe consequences of impaired 
driving.

Over the four years from 2021 to 2024, drunk driving has consistently resulted in 
significant loss of life, with annual fatalities ranging from 65 to 71. These trends 
emphasize the critical need for enhanced enforcement, roadside testing, and public 
education campaigns to curb driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs.
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Drug Related Road Accidents in 2024

Table 80 - Total Road Traffic Accidents in Sri Lanka 

Year
Fatal 

accidents
major 

injuries
minor 

injuries
Casualties Total Deaths

2020 2,242 6,950 8,705 5,807 23,704 2,363

2021 2,414 6,401 8,070 5,437 22,319 2,513

2022 2,395 6,231 8,209 5,118 21,953 2,515

2023 2,214 6,673 9,492 6,498 24,877 2,321

2024 2,403 7,157 9,996 5,743 25,299 2,521

Exhibit - 49
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Table 81 - Total drug related road accidents

Reason 
for 
Accident
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1,109 92 98 971 77 86 1,065 61 65 762 67 71
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(Source: Traffic Admin & Road Safety, 2021-2024)
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Consumption of Cannabis

Table 82 – Annual Consumption of Cannabis for Preparation of Ayurvedic 
Medicine 

Consumer 2020
kg

2021
kg

2022
kg

2023
Kg

2024
Kg

Ayurvedic Drug 
Corparation Navinna 331.380 611.520 389.860 617.810 280.260

Registered Doctors 
and Drug Producers 146.080 199.200 224.690 643.830 319.900

Total 477.460 810.720 614.550 1,261.640 600.520

The table presents the annual quantities of cannabis (in kilograms) used for the 
preparation of Ayurvedic medicine from 2020 to 2024, disaggregated between the 
Ayurvedic Drug Corporation, Navinna, and registered doctors and drug producers. 
Over the five-year period, cannabis consumption for Ayurvedic purposes shows 
significant year-to-year fluctuations. For the Ayurvedic Drug Corporation, usage 
peaked in 2023 at 617.81 kg, following a sharp rise from 389.86 kg in 2022, but 
dropped considerably to 280.26 kg in 2024. 
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Exhibit - 51

Cannabis, without its narcotic content, is used in the manufacture of Ayurveda 
(indigenous) medical preparations; hence, Ayurvedic medical practitioners and the 
Ayurvedic Drug Corporation are the largest consumers. In 2024, a total of 600 
kg of cannabis was used for Ayurvedic medicinal purposes, with the Ayurvedic 
Drug Corporation utilizing 280.260 kg for the production of Madana Modakaya, 
Kameshwari Modakaya, and Ranahansa Rasayanaya.
 

331.38 

611.52 

389.86 

617.81 

280.26 

146.08 

199.20 
224.69 

643.83 

319.90 

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Annual consumption of Cannabis for Ayurvedic purposes 

Ayur. Drugs Corp. Navinna Rgt Doctors & Producers



177177

Year Production Name Batch Qty. per Batch Total kg.

2020

Kameshwari Modakaya
Madana Modakaya
Ranahansa Rasayanaya
Suran Vidura Vatee

05
03
06
05

1.800
0.360
36.300
20.700

9.000
1.080

217.800
103.500

Total 331.380

2021

Buddaraja Kalkaya
Kameshwari Modakaya
Kameshwari Modakaya
Suran Vidura Vatee
Madana Modakaya

03
12
02
02
08

2.000
36.300
1.800
0.360
20.700

6.00
435.600
3.600
0.720

165.600

Total 611.520

2022

Buddaraja Kalkaya
Madana Modakaya
Suran Vidura Vatee
Kameshwari Modakaya
Ranahansa Rasayanaya

02
07
03
06
06

2.000
36.300
1.800
20.700
0.360

4.000
254.100
5.400

124.200
2.160

Total 389.860

2023

Buddaraja Kalkaya
Madana Modakaya                           
Suran Vidura Vatee
Kameshwari Modakaya
Ranahansa Rasayanaya
Suranvidurawati Blister Pack
Jathiphaladi Choornaya
Dathupushpa Rasayanaya

03
08
03
12
11
01
01
01

2.000
        36.300
          1.800
        20.700
          0.360
          0.450

63.000
          0.200

6.000
290.400
5.400

248.400
3.960
0.450
63.000
0.200

Total 617.810

2024

Ranahansa Rasayanaya
Kameshwari Modakaya
Madana Modakaya                           

01
03
06

0.360
20.400
36.300

0.360
62.100
217.800

Total 280.260

(Source: Ayurvedic Drug Co-operation, 2020 - 2024)

Table 83 - Consumption of Cannabis by 
Ayurvedic Drugs Corporation, Navinna
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Consumption of Opium for Medical Purposes

Table 84 - Import and Consumption of Opium

Opening 
Balance
(2024)

Imported 
quantity
(2024)

National Consumption (g) Total 
quantity

00g 130,000g 31,700g Ayurvedic Dept. 
Anuradapura 5,200

Ayurvedic 
hospital 
31,200g

Ayurvedic 
Hospital Borella 26,000

General 
hospital
500gGeneral Hospital 

Trincomalee 500

(Source: Medical Supplies Division, 2024)
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Alcohol and Tobacco Productions

Table 85 - Production of Coconut and Processed Arrack 
(Quantity in Absolute liters)

Manufacturing 
Institution 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Distilleries Co. of 
Sri Lanka Ltd. 631,645.564 649,317.77 569,240.71 335,383.37 431,732.36

W.M. Mendis and 
Co. Ltd. 20,326.806 - 8,583.95 12,546.46 10,369.04

International 
Distilleries Lanka 
Ltd.

188,305.240 205,988.07 240,351.98 162,759.47 142,892.12

Uva Glen (Pvt) Ltd. 1,196.519 2,425.14 747.13 - -

Scotland Distilleries 460.763 1,200.06 - 12.13 -

V & A Distilleries 
(Pvt) Ltd. - 661.80 - - -

Randenigala 
Distilleries Lanka 
(Pvt) Ltd.

402.631 820.94 - - -

Manori Lanka (Pvt)
Ltd. - - 2,092.97 - -

Nippon Expo Ltd. 649.532 722.99 877.80 534.44 838.12
Rockland 
Distilleries Ltd. 524,460.013 460,050.21 621,504.89 418,681.09 451,192.36

Acme Lanka 
Company Ltd. 14,838.010 11,289.51 9,314.90    4,241.15 4,928.63

Classic Distilleries 
(Pvt) Ltd. 2,596.250 1,645.40 - - 318.00

Sinergy - 338.58 - - -

Mendis-Moragolla - - - - -

Higurana Distalaries   326.03 -

Total 1,384,881.328 1,334,460.47 1,452,714.33 934,484.14 1,042,270.63

32
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Exhibit - 52

Table 86 - Production of Molasses Arrack 
(Quantity in Absolute liters)

Liquor Manufacturer 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

W.M. Mendis and Co.Ltd. 4,382.685 - 5,832.46 120,463.65 91,761.63

Uva Glen (Pvt) Ltd. 13,184.332 10,832.06 20,292.07   17,343.20 178.95

Perecyl  Ltd. 17,035.250 26,417.33 32,632.86   7,608.38 14,239.13

Manori Lanka (Pvt) Ltd. 1,977.494 - 37,171.77 112,895.71 95,169.23

Randenigala Distilleries Ltd. 1,681.520 3,827.47 3,110.66     2399.98 1,698.66

International Distilleries 
Ltd. 234,884.266 255,425.78 293,315.54    141,537.20 -

Rockland Distilleries (Pvt) 
Ltd. 227,006.552 35,749.97 23,439.31 - -

Classic Distilleries  Ltd. 20,032.440 19,535.16 17,831.27 13,566.48 16,597.00

Hingurana Distilleries Ltd. 
(Dompe) 47,947.073 55,696.30 33,359.12 29,993.29 29,559.50
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Royal Ceylon (Wayamba 
Distelliries - 1,845.27 15,766.59 18,496.00 9,083.36

Nippon Expo Company Ltd. 7,125.972 7,243.47 4,877.59 2,223.03 3,618.53

Royal Cask (Pvt) Ltd 
(Nipon Lanka) - 107,261.65 110,358.18 149,566.68 83,079.63

V A Distilleries (Pvt) Ltd. 52,679.959 71,585.25 37,908.88 34,698.66 44,716.79

Randiya 1,830.719 3,062.55 26,570.83 17,318.00 23,603.78

Sinergy 2,294.672 25,278.41 15,693.84 18,901.68 12,961.24

Total 632,062.934 623,760.670 678,160.97 687,011.94 426,267.43

*provisional

Exhibit - 53
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Table 87 - Production of Special Arrack (Quantity in Absolute liters)

Manufacturing 
Institution 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Distilleries Co. of Sri 
Lanka Ltd.

14,431,105.441 17,192,374.98 16,952,494.27 12,358,729.53 11,240,254.98

Randenigala Distilleries 
Lanka (pvt) Ltd.

63,394.515 73,194.97 48,490.09 75,979.30 37,062.06

W.M. .Mendis & 
Co.Ltd. 201,426.867 1,888.08 77,798.72 306,757.75 525,314.22

International Distilleries 
Lanka ltd. 1,119,663.661 1,275,147.80 2,016,333.88 1,192,348.50 1,346,797.90

Manori Lanka (Pvt) 
Ltd.

1,213.200 - - 31,704.40 66,659.40

Rockland Distilleries 
Ltd. 463,075.452 672,586.30 1,302,007.69 956,533.68 923,510.03

Acme Lanka Company 
Ltd. 611,875.640 564,655.94 585,916.67 495,477.31 460,799.33

V.A, Distilleries (Pvt) 
Ltd. 248,869.812 265,659.69 359,732.42 579,215.03 330,731.73

Perecyl Company Ltd. 295,004.764 285,199.47 260,425.12 108,942.13 83,349.73

Uva Glen (Pvt) Ltd. 82,448.849 105,596.47 157,450.41 152,938.38 192,525.22

Nippon Expo Ltd. 99,544.745 107,014.98 113,653.90 33,427.99 63,075.11

Scotland Distilleries 
Ltd.

85,730.679 66,443.90 140,570.69 72,533.01 55,966.32

Hingurana Distilleries 
(Co.) Ltd.

486,573.514 411,977.28 425,967.74 228,591.18 130,474.57

Classic Distilleries Ltd. 9,335.580 10,655.55 12,336.73 11,064.38 16,191.00

Randiya Marketing 
Services (Pvt) Ltd.

21,303.847 23,024.79 46,251.06 25.133.00 26,557.57

Sinergy Distilleries 
(Pvt) Ltd.

59,685.986 53,021.96 48,309.53 30,581.90 30,576.26

Royal Ceylon 
(Wayamba Disteliries)

- 8,476.18 6,193.55 35,304.00 8,817.60

Total 18,280,252.552 21,116,918.31 22,553,932.47 16,695,261.47 15,538,663.03



185185

Exhibit - 54

Exhibit - 55

 -

 5,000,000.0

 10,000,000.0

 15,000,000.0

 20,000,000.0

 25,000,000.0

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Production of Special Arrack (quantity of Absolute Liters) 

Production of Special Arrack

 -

 5,000,000.0

 10,000,000.0

 15,000,000.0

 20,000,000.0

 25,000,000.0

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Production of Molasses Arrack Production of Special Arrack Production of coconut and processed Arrack



186

Table 88 - Bottled Toddy Manufactures (Quantity in Bulk liters)

Manufacturing 
Institutions 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Chunnakam Palm 
Development 
Co-operate

56,530.630 1,786.88 11,230.625 48,998.750 61,614.4

Jaffna Palm 
Development 
Co-operate

30,253.130 25,566.88 49,301.875 83,362.500 87,860.8

Keyts Palm 
Development 
Co-operate

51,081.250 12,100.00 53,409.375 37,540.625 58,712.5

Kondavil Bottled 
Toddy Man 49,918.750 24,092.50 85,105.626 66,886.250 106,353.1

Point Pedro Palm 
Development  
Corporate

- - - 4,173.125 -

Kareinager Palm 
Development 
Co-operate

72,645.630 67,434.38 81,779.376 84,381.875 85,138.1

Golden Eagle – 
Madampe - - 1,160,794.375 1,261,142.485 1,811,701.3

Atchuvely Bottled 
Toddy Manufacture 27,534.690 32,196.11 13,600.445 62,272.470 32,419.4

Poonagari Bottled 
Toddy Man. 117,148.130 116,707.50 84,266.875 117,426.250 199,979.4

Eagle Bottled Toddy 
Man 262,310.000 361,260.00 1,434,698.125 1,868,147.500 2,915,703.8

Singha Bottled 
Toddy Man 391,920.000 421,660.00 1,636,464.376 2,164,225.000 2,919,616.3

Lucky Fish Can 
Bottled Toddy - - 3,976.000 222,755.500 26,233.0

Commander Bottled 
Toddy Man - - 570,537.500 743,910.000 37,800.0

Chankani Palmyrah 88,543.130 41,471.88 71,874.375 64,224.375 103,451.3

A.M.P.Bottled Toddy 
Man 14,382.500 - - 239,185.000 -

Kandurata Manori 
Lanka Bottled Toddy 
Man.

43,610.000 96,310.00 129,594.380 218,730.000 723,632.5



187187

Shooting Star 
Bottled Toddy Man. 290,760.000 293,420.00 1,417,827.500 1,042,515.00 2,247,300.0 

Three Lions Toddy 
Bottled 257,267.270 252,211.25 356,873.874 476,610.000 908,330.0

New Commander 
Bottled Toddy Man. 12,220.000 15,895.00 5,250.000 110,002.500 469,800.0

Wayamba Super 
Bottled Toddy Man - - 1,210,036.251 1,565,045.000 2,417,975.7

T.S.R. Bottled Toddy 399,840.000 207,865.00 797,270.000 724,050.000 1,166,700.0

Thelippalei Bottled 
Toddy Man. 73,704.380 4,263.75 66,761.375 74,781.240 119,330.6

Manipay Bottled 
Toddy Man 41,932.500 - 23,158.125 74,880.625 49,998.1

Nemta Toddy Man 112,630.000 169,820.08 977,697.371 918,757.570 1,650,721.3

Chawakachcheri 
Palmyrah Dev.Co. 48,950.000 27,887.50 30,585.626 42,207.500 76,907.5

Pandithirippu Palm 
Dev.co. 37,483.130 14,235.00 62,144.375 46,900.625 51,327.5

Kopai Palm 
Development
Co-operate

23,846.250 5,543.41 16,751.875 19,688.125 40,106.3

Kodikaman Palm 
Development 
Co-opereate

102,543.750 20,434.38 160,206.875 90,803.750 117,744.4

Camel Bottled 
Toddy Man 1,800.000 2,880.00 6,685.000 147,535.000 16,815.0

Kilinochchi Bottled 
Toddy Man. - 82,788.13 45,925.000 151,530.625 -

Thunukkai Bottled 
Toddy Man 5,494.380 20,520.63 26,949.375 73,153.750 7,118.1

Walikamam Bottled 
Toddy Man. - - - 30,015.625 -

Pudukkudiyiruppu 
Bottled Toddy Man 71,920.630 75,248.13 59,750.000 55,760.000 82,848.1

Mullai West Bottled 
Toddy 79,685.000 113,149.38 87,364.375 133,819.375 96,381.3

Mullai East Bottled 
Toddy 54,015.630 81,657.50 52,301.250 82,583.125 64,225.0
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New Manori Lanka-
Madampe 666,000.000 648,680.00 2,321,126.251 2,146,672.975 3,318,240.0

Warani Palm 
Development 
Co-operate

29,196.250 8,984.38 18,134.375 62,442.205 63,080.6

Mulathiu South 
Bottled Toddy 14,914.380 30,193.75 37,162.625 74,578.750 53,266.9

Pallai Bottled Toddy 49,005.000 4,451.25 8,933.750 31,551.250 25,075.0

Konavil Bottled 
Toddy 49,918.750 - - - 69,656.9

Uilankulam Bottled 
Toddy 1,413.130 10,759.38 4,828.125 14,673.125 -

New Ambassador 
Bottle Toddy 14,595.000 147,550.00 924,255.00 489,167.500 1,013,220.0

Agree Local (pvt) 
Ltd - - 27,722.620 4,735.830 1,165.1

Welanai Bottled 
Toddy - - - 25,464.365 -

VSS Distributors 
(pvt) Ltd. - - - - 9,348.8

Herb Excellence 
Inter
ational (pvt) Ltd.

- - - - 9,832.3

Total 3,595,094.440 3,439,023.977 14,132,334.323 15,997,287.150 23,650,330.0

Table 89 - Malt Liquor (Beer) : Alcohol Precentage Below – 5% vol. 
(Quantity in Absolute liters)

Manufacturing 
Institution

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Asia Pasific 
Brewery (Lanka) 
Ltd

58,513.626 36,199.16 25,850.818 58,590.06 72,816.27

Lion Brewery 
Ltd

793,857.185 745,050.21 895,448.769 777,747.79 928,634.70

Total 852,370.810 781,249.37 921,299.587 836,337.85 1,001,450.97
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Table 90 - Malt Liquor (Beer) : Alcohol Precentage Above – 5% vol. 

(Quantity in Absolute liters)

Manufacturing 
Institution 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Asia Pasific 
Brewery 
(Lanka) Ltd.

1,208,348.626 1,157,183.92 1,289,362.500 805,118.50 623,600.10

Lion Brewery 
Ltd. 9,332,393.920 10,522,066.42 13,035,520.624 11,884,246.97 12,565,821.53

Lion Brewery 
Ltd. (Research 
& Experiments)

- - - - 1,165.56

Total 10,540,742.550 11,679,250.34 14,324,883.124 12,689,365.47 13,190,587.20
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Table 91 - Country Made Foreign Liquor (Quantity in Absolute liters)

Manufacturing 
Institution

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Rockland 
Distilleries (Pvt)
Ltd

439,285.717 445.094.35 591,051.11 709,472.64 775,901.57

W.M.Mendis & 
Co.Ltd

12,135.575 - 3,856.89 19,955.70 21,533.03

Interrnational 
Distilleries 
Lanka Ltd 

706,968.999 899,937.92 1,168,975.74 942,404.17 1,030,055.71

Periceyl  co.(pvt)
Ltd

332,513.985 418,995.92 378,994.04 183,837.58 201,538.67

Nippon Expo 
(pvt)Ltd

- 311.65 905.57 282.70 353.32

Hingurana 
Distilleries Ltd

3,676.203 9,011.84 3,794.68 1,843.07 416.07

VA Distilleries 
(Pvt)

91,498.709 85,749.97 107,929.26 156,220.17 99,621.06

Uva Glen (Pvt) 
Ltd.

- - 3,444.34 9,008.52 32,614.46

Randiya 
Distelleries

- - 2,820.59 2,305.00 153.28

Total 1,586,079.188 1,859,101.65 2,261,772.22 2,025,329.55 2,162,187.17

(Source: Excise Department of Sri Lanka, 2020 - 2024)
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Cigerrates Productions of Ceylon Tobacco Company

Table 92 -  Sri Lanka Custom Excise duty on cigerrates 
Ceylon Tobacco Company PLC income of 2024

Year HS code Brand Total 
production Total sales Total Excise paid 

(Rs)

2024

Cigarettes less than 84 Mm

2402.20.50 Jpgl 12 Regular 126,480,000 137,136,000 10,489,532,640.00

2402.20.50 Jpgl 20 Regular 486, 010,000 543,230,000 41,551,662,700.00

2402.20.50 B & H 20s 6,844,000 5,915,000 452,499,542.00

2402.20.50 Dunhill light 20 6,658,600 6,553,000 501,238,970.00

2402.20.50 Dunhill switch 130,194,000 119,887,000 9,170,156,630.00

2402.20.50 Dunhill ultra light 8,971,800 2,140,000 163,688,600.00

2402.20.50 Dunhill SP 1,313,200 1,318,400 100,844,416.00

2402.20.50 Dunhill FP 2,116,400 1,557,000 119,094,930.00

2402.20.50 Dunhill Green 732,000 1,318,000 100,813,820.00

Total 769,320,000 819,054,400 62,649,532,248.00

Cigarettes  less than (72Mm)

2402.20.40 JPG Pro 3,243,000 4,739,000 319,753,824.00

2402.20.40 JPG Cool - 199,000 13,426,530.00

Total 3,243,000 4,938,000 333,180,354.00

Cigarettes Less Than (67Mm)

2402.20.30 JP GOLD Papy 488,460,000 776,547,000 36,777,265,920.00

2402.20.30 JP Gold 309,800,000 37,458,000 1,774,010,880.00

TOTAL 798,260,000 814,005,000 38,551,276,800.00

Cigarettes Less Than 59Mm

2402.20.20 Capston Leep 20 - - -

2402.20.20 Capston 20 261,250,000 280,700,000 5,128,389,000.00

                       TOTAL 261,250,000 280,700,000 5,128,389,000.00

Grand Total 1,832,073,000 1,918,697,400 106,662,378,402.00

(Source: Sri Lanka Customs, 2024)
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Liquor Consumption Related Offences

Table 93 - Total Number of Detections conducted Under the Excise 
Ordinance by the Department of Excise

Nature of offence
2024

No. of Detections

Unlawful Sales of Foreign Liquor (USFL) 2,642

Unlawful Manufacture of Arrack (UMA) 1,040

Unlawfully Possession Arrack (UPA) 46

Unlawful Possession/Transport of Foreign Liquor 
(UPFL/UTFL) 13

Unlawful Sales of Arrack (USA) 1,333

Unlawful Possession of Toddy (UPT) 499

Unlawful Possession/Sales Toddy (UST/UPT) 55

Unlawful Sales of Toddy (UST) 2,281

Possession/Sales of Unlawfully Manufactured Liquor 
(PUML/SUML) 364

Possession of Unlawful manufacture of liquor 
(PUML) 542

Sale/ Possession of Unlawfully Distilled Spirits 
(SUDS/PUDS) 269

Possession of Unlawfully Distilled Spirits (PUDS) 21,449

Total 30,533

(Source: Department of Excise, 2024)

34



193193

 

 

1 
 

  
 

 
 
 

 

 

PART XIII 

HIV & AIDS RELATED 
STATISTICS
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HIV and AIDS Related Information

HIV and AIDS Related Statistics

Estimated people living with HIV 5,700 (4,900-6,500)

Estimated people became newly infected with HIV in 2024 <500

Estimated people died from AIDS-related illnesses in 2024 <200

Percentage adult HIV prevalence (15 - 49 years) <0.1%

Table 94 - Reported HIV Cases in 2023
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Reported HIV cases 
with age 15-24 yrs

Cumulative 
HIV cases 
by gender

R
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M F TG M F TG

1st 5,011 165 5,176 22 3 0 3,806 1,361 9 15

2nd 5,176 181 5,357 26 3 0 3,968 1,379 10 13

3rd 5,357 139 5,496 24 1 0 4,095 1,391 10 15

4th 5,496 209 5,705 20 5 1 4,272 1,422 11 16
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Table 95 - Reported HIV Cases in  2024
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Reported HIV 
cases with age 

15-24 yrs

Cumulative HIV 
cases by gender
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M F TG M F TG

1st 5,705 186 5,891 20 56 2 4,432 1,446 13 13

2nd 5,891 214 6,105 26 0 0 4,623 1,467 15 11

3rd 6,105 205 6,310 24 5 0 4,801 1,493 16 11

4th 6,310 219 6,529 29 2 1 4,991 1,520 18 12

Summary
Male to Female ratio of reported HIV cases in 2024 (4th quarter) 7.3:1

Cumulative AIDS deaths reported
AIDS related 757
Non-AIDS 
related 73

Cumulative adjusted deaths among all HIV cases up to 2024  1,629

Cumulative vertically transmitted HIV case reported 113

Vertically transmitted HIV cases during 4th quarter 02

HIV Positives cases from immigration Health 
Unit

Cumulative 49

for the quarter 05
Total HIV tests carried out during 2024 1,244,143
HIV sero-positivity rate for 2024 0.066%

(Source: National STD/AIDS Control Program)




