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Foreword

J. A. K. Mark
Deputy Inspector General of Police (Rtd)
Chairman

The dynamic nature of the drug situation highlights the importance of reliable data
and scientific evidence in formulating policies, setting priorities, and strengthen
national interventions. The Handbook of Drug Abuse Information in Sri Lanka 2026
presents the latest available information on drug-related arrests, seizures, treatment
and rehabilitation, and other key areas of drug control, providing a comprehensive
overview ofthe current situation in Sri Lanka.

The Government's ongoing efforts to strengthen drug prevention and control through
the “Nation United” Programme underscore the importance of coordinated,
evidence-based action. This Handbook provides a vital evidence base and reference
for identifying emerging trends, guiding future interventions, and supporting the
effective implementation and continuous improvement of national drug prevention
and control programmes.

This publication serves as a valuable reference for policymakers, government
institutions, researchers, academics, and practitioners in supporting evidence-based
decision-making and coordinated national responses. I appreciate the dedicated
efforts of the Research Division of the National Dangerous Drugs Control Board and
the contributions of all institutions and stakeholders involved in compiling this
important publication.
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Preface

Commander K.K.S. Kothalawala (Rtd) USP

Director General

The Handbook of Drug Abuse Information in Sri Lanka 2026 is a continuation of our
collective effort to strengthen the national evidence base on the drug situation in Sri
Lanka. This publication brings together the latest available information and statistics
from multiple sources to provide a comprehensive understanding of emerging
trends, patterns, and responses related to drug abuse. Reliable evidence is essential
not only for policy formulation and programme planning, but also for strengthening
the effectiveness of prevention, treatment and rehabilitation, and supply reduction
interventions.

The preparation of this Handbook relies on the continued cooperation of government
institutions, law enforcement agencies, health and treatment service providers,
research institutions, and other stakeholders. I invite all stakeholders, researchers,
professionals, and practitioners to use this publication as a reference for evidence-
based planning, research, and programme implementation. I sincerely appreciate the
efforts of the NDDCB Research Division and all contributing institutions and
partners, and look forward to their continued collaboration in strengthening the
national response to drug-related challenges.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Handbook of Drug Abuse Information in Sri Lanka 2026 presents a consolidated
evidence base on the changing nature and scale of drug-related issues in Sri Lanka,
based on information obtained from relevant institutions. The Handbook is intended
not merely as a compilation of statistics, but as a reference for understanding how
drug use and drug-related activities are reflected across different sectors of society.
By bringing these sources together, it provides a broader picture of the current drug
situation and supports evidence-informed policy development, programme

planning, resource allocation and evaluation.

A major indicator of the changing drug situation is the continued increase in drug-
related arrests. In 2025, a total of 262,321 drug-related arrests were recorded across
Sri Lanka. This represents a substantial increase compared with 110,031 arrests in
2021, meaning that the number of recorded arrests was approximately 2.4 times
higher over the five years. The trend was not uniform: arrests increased from 110,031
in 2021 to 152,979 in 2022, rose further to 162,088 in 2023, and increased sharply to
228,450 1n 2024 before reaching 262,321 in 2025.

FigureI- Drug-related Arrests 2021-2025
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Thus, the five-year trend indicates a sustained expansion in drug-related
enforcement activity and/or drug-related offending recorded by law enforcement
authorities.

Methamphetamine-related arrests accounted for 92,650 cases (35.2%), representing
the largest share of arrests among the major drug categories in 2025. This was
followed by Heroin-related arrests with 81,339 cases (30.9%) and Cannabis-related
arrests with 76,058 cases (28.9%). A further 149 arrests were related to Cocaine and
1,946 to Hashish. The prominence of Methamphetamine within the arrest profile is
particularly significant, as it indicates the growing trend of synthetic stimulants in Sri
Lanka's drug situation alongside traditionally prominent substances such as heroin

and cannabis.

Figure II - Drug-related Arrests by Drugs - 2025
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Methamphetamine-related arrests recorded a marked and accelerating increase
during 2021-2025, rising from 13,720 in 2021 to 92,650 in 2025. Arrests increased
t0 22,631 in 2022 and 26,096 in 2023, followed by a sharp rise to 68,132 in 2024 and
a further increase in 2025. Overall, Methamphetamine-related arrests increased
more than six-fold over the five-year period, with the most significant growth
occurring from 2023 onwards.



Figure III - Methamphetamine-related Arrests 2021-2025
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Heroin seizures showed an overall increasing trend between 2021 and 2025, rising
from 50,412 in 2021 to 81,339 in 2025. Although a decline was observed in 2023,
seizures increased again in 2024 and reached the highest level of 81,339 in 2025,

indicating continued and significant Heroin-related enforcement activity during the

period.

Figure IV — Heroin-related Arrests 2021-2025
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Cannabis-related arrests showed an upward trend from 44,239 in 2021 to 76,058 in
2025. The number of arrests increased steadily over the period, reaching 68,458 in
2023 and 75,602 in 2024, before recording a further increase in 2025. Overall,
Cannabis-related arrests rose by approximately 72% between 2021 and 2025,
indicating a substantial and sustained level of cannabis-related enforcement activity.

FigureV - Cannabis-related Arrests 2021-2025
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During 2025, law enforcement agencies recorded substantial seizures of illicit drugs
nationwide, with Cannabis accounting for the largest quantity seized (17,193 kg),
followed by Methamphetamine (3,866.8 kg), Heroin (1,822 kg), Kush (454.7 kg),
and Hashish (321.4 kg). Significant quantities of Psychotropic Substances were also
seized, highlighting the scale and evolving nature of Sri Lanka's illicit drug market

and continued enforcement efforts.



Figure VI- Quantity of Drugs Seized 2021 - 2025
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Drug prices provide an important indicator of changes in Sri Lanka's illicit drug
market. In 2025, street-level prices increased for Cannabis (7.1%), Heroin (10%) and
Cocaine (9.4%), while Cocaine also recorded a substantial 33.3% increase in
wholesale price. Methamphetamine prices remained comparatively stable. Overall,
the five-year trend shows notable price increases for heroin and cocaine, with more
moderate changes for Cannabis and relative stability for Methamphetamine. These
trends should be interpreted alongside seizures, arrests and trafficking indicators to

better understand changes in the illicit drug market.

The treatment and rehabilitation data provide a different and more human dimension
to the drug situation by showing the number and characteristics of people seeking or
receiving assistance for Drug Use Disorders (SUDs). In 2025, 6,030 treatment
admissions were reported through NDDCB treatment centres and outreach services,
private treatment providers, the Bureau of Rehabilitation and other rehabilitation
services. Private treatment providers accounted for the largest proportion of
admissions (41.8%), followed by NDDCB outreach services (23.4%) and the Bureau
of Rehabilitation (21.5%). The distribution demonstrates that addressing drug use
disorders is not the responsibility of a single institution, but requires a broad network
of public, private and community-based services.



Figure VII - Treatment Admissions by Type of Facility
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Treatment admissions showed a clear upward trend over the five-year period,
increasing from 1,703 in 2021 to 6,030 in 2025. Admissions rose gradually during
2021-2023, followed by a notable increase in 2024 to 3,140 and a sharp rise in 2025.
Overall, treatment admissions more than tripled between 2021 and 2025, indicating a
substantial expansion of treatment and rehabilitation services.

Figure VIII - Treatment Admissions 2021-2025
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Prison admission data further demonstrate the relationship between drug-related
offences and the criminal justice system. In 2025, Sri Lanka recorded 44,406 prison
admissions, of which 29,177 (65.7%) were related to narcotic offences. Although the
number of narcotic-related admissions declined slightly compared with 2024, they
continued to represent the largest category of prison admissions and remained at the
highest proportion recorded during the five years. The burden was predominantly
among males, with 28,885 male narcotic-related admissions, accounting for 66.1%
of male prison admissions, while 292 female admissions were narcotic-related,
representing 40.8% of female prison admissions. By substance, heroin remained the
largest category with 13,094 admissions (44.9%), although its relative contribution
has declined over recent years. At the same time, methamphetamine-related
admissions increased to 10,903 (37.4%). Cannabis accounted for 4,645 admissions
(15.9%), while other substances contributed relatively smaller proportions.

Figure IX — Prison Admissions 2021-2025
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Overall, the Handbook of Drug Abuse Information in Sri Lanka 2026 highlights an
increasingly complex drug situation, reflected in rising drug-related arrests, the
growing prominence of methamphetamine, changing illicit drug prices, continued
treatment demand, and the substantial impact of narcotic offences on the prison
system. By bringing together data from law enforcement, treatment, rehabilitation,
justice and other sectors, the Handbook provides a consolidated evidence base to
identify emerging trends, strengthen data systems, guide policy and resource
planning, and support coordinated responses to drug-related harms.
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208> a®@m0 6w §8I0 CAD EORBTIed oD &Y VYT gk 3@
(B8 BN adeRws ¢ R @¢8.

2025 O0BeEE 6r53m01wmd @98 uED BB ©eEH s Bwisi®nm @538t
B0 @By 6 G GBI0 el eItolm ©B8wI0 ©wdn
BBETIHBI, FHOUFIBD TWBRE 5 RS GBS @3y DTN
B0 e3¢0 GRES & 30 EOEBSS 0108 6,030 B @Ces Dbz B g.



00853 AW O 41.87 = ©9¢OED B0 3D 35w PIGHBOEE Db
& a8 amd, 23471 B asimemo @980 ©SIED HHBn @eEed RBcetddn
OROFI® wTwo ¢, 21.57 23 HSBDB 2BBeRE DSHI ¢ Dabizn & e, e®®
103w @GBS OPBcDs WIdHB 8D 3HOHDRO GBS IO O PG
DOROT @ 000 DS, & e3¢ Cuss, esIcOR Y G @
SIED GO BrRWD 3DRBHND OB D &R O&.
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eus3m® 8. 2021 dbzed & 1,703 =3 § 55200 @ewr e § o500 2025 D5
B8O 6,030 =3 e300 @vE @®ts e, 2021-2023 IEG RE BDOews DLW 8¢ B
ey amd, 2024 Obzed & 3,140 3 ¢ @08 ww» 2025 & DSOS @we
DBRB @S Db B . w@Eme @@es, 2021 0 2025 ¢80 §BWIC ee®I SES
g 302180 PB QO D8 HOIHWBE QHE @IS 1. ©® I RIS 00
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RBVZNDIC OO BEAC ¢ OB @fcdrs w®ITL D108 3w §dil) YB3
o8BeBe® BwidBw gmd 08 wdRBVODG OO @8 »3&. 2025
Obsede & Cowied w@En ATVNIC DO 30200 44,406 5 § gm0, OB
29,177 233 (65.7%) ®¢ds 30530 D(0COEO DB3N50®I0 ©m 8 arm. 2024 DBsw@O
20082380 ©FcOL BOBV DBTVNDIC ©¥HDBOE g3 LD ¢ DO P ¢, OB
DOV VB3V HIC OHIODE VNS Bewidsmw:s el wreptde 8 amd, D80
SN DIRB DE Dm0 Y 90E® Bem® ¢ ©d.

RBTLZNDIC ©D (B 8@ §oeds amds’ 28,885 ecenisd ®xicds 108
20530ews} ABTNLNHIC OB &S &md, BG iBlHed ABINLNHIC EHIODESS
66.1% 23 @8. Q305000 O (S 3@ 5308053 8853 292 ecenys OBcDs
80TVews ABVN®IC O &8 @, D6 8Os I DBDIDIC
OIODESS 40.8% 23 Bes.

@cOs DBve amd e B, NG eNecIBs’ WOITL O1de o
RBOVNDIC OB B @m0, DO DTV ODO® o500 13,094 23 (44.97) Bes.
emetd eDm, DIRITTB O enwediBs ©®ATL ABVNDIC OO &#8edSsS
OB D euH® »IB. e@mE®BOE wOITY ATVLNHIC ©»I® 10,903 =
(37.42) ¢80 @ug @it a8 850, d0BS 8O cBeisn @BcOBOE DR
B 085 D BHOEOOS SHEE @D. ®oth 30BN VBWHIWIC ©®BHIO 4,645 =
(15.92) g &0, gemrms OfcdrdE0 1088d ©of B3OSR ABVNHIC GBI
a8 dOBE @O GD.
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Co00d ®5icds ©IDm HBBOG DS woBen ed8s OB D &R »IA.
0Fcds ©ORIFY @Peedd OBNPOE WL Qeng N®, @B
20530ewr s’ D6 D85 OB YOew®ID®E, BRBDeIIR OFBcDL BE ©HTOE
802 eD»E®O, EBWIC BT BOBD R PCEE Y DL BOIBL D108
eRed s’ ABIVNHIC B{LRBBO 1B AEL® & 8m0 Yl ed. BBw Swisi®m
B8O, 55200, 3BT, VBIDBNDIC 83 BEDHRD BHNE BeBHOES ERIOSS
¢ BdeCeens ED, CCom 0B BOBD DI VBN OO0, YR w®
D00’ 11EE® [BEEO @30 arwm® o0 BRABIWIews @3Bes [E@O
2DRB OO 3By BD.



BlIAITHF Fr(HBBILD

CumemaIQUITHeT LWeTLUTHSH6T CHTLTuTenm e»&BBWIB 2026 cpsvld  EevmHIenHUTED
CuremaLIQUTmeT FMihe LITFSeneidbeilled OTBBOMLUID HeTenLOSH6T  CHTLTUTS
ChrAW DL LHEH6D L0 (PsVBIBET 261l T OUBMIS OBTETENIILL L HBHEIGOHENEIT
L gmenibd  U@LuTule] fHumes  FojlissiiuGaams. Db maBuil (B
YeeMeiugsBasmenat 0TS TI06sl, GUTenHLIGLITHOT LWTUTHEHST FTiJhdH 6Jen6ul
LUg&FFeneuidell FepddHdHlen LsoCaumiui L Lifleyss oo 1e HHeHildhbamis Sremilds@d
(WPmBEHMET  allenmidld  OBTTISBHTE  (PHSHWSHHIOID  UTUIHS  LPEVRIGH6NTS
SIMHHBHI.  HBOUTH  CUTHHIGUTHET LWTUTL B Bleveniodsll  GGHTLTUTSH
UsOCRUBILIT L clpevmidhe e g GuBmIs Gemememiiul L LsiTefleluy L@UuTiie|ss,
gL Fdemen  SQLIUMLWTHES OHTewi(h OComeTenddemen  6l@Gd H6V,
Causmevd FH L mIBene L IO 6D, 6I6HIGM6T @&HISHBH OFUISH60 LOBBID Dieumnslesr
OuBIBLIBIBMeT WHIIT_BHEG 2 I LBHHINBHBHTH 2 H6db6lT aIpBIGHLILIHES 6TmE6.

CuremamIQUTHeT OHTLILUTS WG OFUIWILGIH CHTLAHHID HHHMHH60,
CuUTemHIOUITHST  LILIGTUTL 196 LITOI6OTSN  [Hl6VeDIDE6T  OHTLTUTS — SHTevirlld@LD
Wgsmenr &llgum@ld. 2025 S SLelged Sevmiend  LLITHad  CuTengHICUT sl
OHTLTLIL Wbgl GFUIWLILL L sTenTemildbend 262,321 el6iiml Ligeuralusitengl. 2021
YD UENTIgeL  DMBMBILGHIUIUL L. mHFH  OFIwIiLL L 6Tevor6mTd6maUIT 6t
110,031 2 e i OQFuwbd Cursd @& GHEUILSHHHHee| dAHSMILTenend
STILIIUSIL 65T, WBHTWB  STVSHHBG6N UHe CFwwliul Beiten  mEH
QFuiwiul L elewienilbemnd  HTOIGHSH — gliluenl_uilled 2.4 1D L &3 60med
HBMHHI6MeNH. R6)  HHBAUY  DiewedHH  peihHeid @6y  jenaisd
AL 1bGuUBeilsbemsv. 2021 b yergsd 110,031 CuT ewag GEFuIWIULLen 2022
YD eviriged 152,979 euemyuyd, 2023 oD yevriged 162,088 euemFULD
F s M b ienengl. Lleert 2024 D SLewTiged gl 228,450 auen] DiFHHMHH, 2025
YLD LEWTIP60 Di6) eTemTeTNHem®H 262,321 sueny OHTLTHEHID 6l ([HEHSWIEDL [HHIETENSH).



uL | - GurenalGUTmeT FTThsH emdH 2021 - 2025
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2025 oib emniged  BUTenSHUIQOLITHET OHTLTLIL WbdHl GFUIWLILILIL L 6DID  LPeVLD
Qevm emasufled GCumenmasli Qumrmer pleoemwufledr (WPpdH&IW  OTH ML
srewisasluGaamgd.  Ursrerors  CurensliQuUTmL &efled  Gog S L6l
OaTLTIeL emdgdl Gl L eTewieniodama 92,650 (35.2%) ugleumalueengil e,
SIH QTHSHWOTE mBH QFUIWILLL UTHMNEL DUFH  Fnlgul  6T6mT6N0NHENSBWITGLD.
DSBS LetenT Qem@rruier QHTLTUTS ehaddH GeFuwiu’ Lsenw 81,339 SiHTeoug
(30.9%) wBBID HEhaFT OHTLTLIEL wdEH 76,058 (28.9%) eT6iim L eUTHIU6TETSHI.
RemE& Cwevgdlsns CBTCHe OHTLMLIL endgdl GFUIWIILLL  eeemldma 149
BBID  apfFerd  OHTLTLI0  emaH 1,946 eIl USHUTHU6TENEHL.  NBDHI
Cewiwiul Leuteefled  GGHHLUIL W  LgHreronsd  SreoiulLenw  alGagL
SIS SAIUTS DIEHLWITETD HTeWI(LPIYHIBHI. BFHe cpsvld Rl QHTLTLIL mEFH
O’ Leiteefed o wiflur Guming ugeursuwl Ceam@rmuilsT WBEWID HEhaT
Gummeiy BUTENHLIGLITHL HEHL 6T QUILTH QFLILD CuTs CFLBMES 2MHS MBS
LUTeI6VTS DHBMHEHI QUMD Di6TT6) FHT6wTLlbH LB IBHI.
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QHSHDLIL L6 CHTLTLIL swdgH GFuiwiu’ Leno 2021 — 2025 HT6e0HHBE 6N
WeirCemmayonen BBID HifleH eueniTFd uFHeundlujsiengl. 2021 < 13,720 Guir
mBH OFwwiul Leno 2022 b enged 22,631 susnyud, 2023 b 60960
26,096 auenyulid DFHEMHH6Tengl. 6ot 2024 b 6evnged 68,132 auenFULD
oHBNHEH, OHTLAHGHID 2025 b Shemiged 92,650 & OTBBID CUBBIGTENSI.
QTHHI0TE MHH QIBL HTEOLIUGHUIBGT  GLGHSWLIL L0 QHTLIUTS B
QiU Lend Syl 1oL Miglemsd  iglsfdhamienengi e, alGaglLiorgs 2023 b
60I(BHBGSL LsiienT Ged BB FnbBFHeomTd SHTewrllds B B!

ucd - QuasswllLfea FTibhd SaBIGEHSETE M&H QFunuiu’Lew 2021 - 2025
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2021 S eI OFHTLSHHID 2025 b peiB aueny Geam@rmuier QHTLTLNe0 nddH
GQauiwiul Getenenid  GMlHH OQwrsHs  Cpres@Gld  Curgd  iglefiier
WerGemBmahHFHemends HTewillbdSama. 2021 b oewngsd 50,412 Uit B Sl
GFuwwiul Leno 2025 b 6wl enalsy 81,339 aueny DiHsMHalenengl. 2023 SiIb
2e0TIg60 HBHTedS afpFd Comuriensy Gauiwtiu’ L CuUTSHeID, 2024 D 6uT960
e FH &ML QL 1bOLIBMIETENHIL 66T, 2025 YID LEWTQEL LISHGUTSIUI 6160076001 &6m B
81,339 ou®bdh STeWILLLLFHIL 60T RNH Wb HI UL STLLILIGHUNL LGHeuTdsll i)
Fn(BHEVTEN S6TQITSH DTBMBLD GLBMBIETETSI.

uL IV - GasCrmuish QsmLTUTer HOUBIBEHESTE MSH GFLWLILLL 2021-2025
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HehFT QHTLTLIL endH OFuIHe0 2021 b peunged 44,239 QHTLSHID 2025 b
ShEMT960 76,058 euemy DiFHEMHFHIeNeNH. Db HTVHHBESH6T MBFH GFUILINLIL L
SieNe)] HIoons S sfbaenengier, 2023 b 68,458 euengujld, 2024 Sylb
SLE0TIg6D 75,602 auemIuD AHBMHHIeTeNH. 2025 Qb DYeNged  GHTLTHHID
SFHsAly  SLbCupmieTengl. Orhsongs 2021 OHTLSHID 2025 eUedJ HEhFT
O TLTIe evagl CFuwiu’ L SiewdlsHd oiene] 72% Sermsd oiF S Hieengl.
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2025 oetged  FLLSHme  D(POLIBHHID  HmIeNeImIBaTenTe0  BTBLITHLD
GBUILSHdHemey FLLNCITHoTe GUTENSHLIGLITMHET enSLILBBLILL BTN MBS
Ceuiwiu’ L oenelB@ Siemwowl seham 17,193 SGeordlgrapd, DHBE&L  Llseuit
Qs S LI0er  3,866.8 &lGsuradlymupd, GemGyrullesr 1,822  &Gsoralympld,
CaT@menr 454.7 BMID emFerd 321.4 SCeondFm(pID en&BUILBMBLILIL (H6Tengl. RHBE
Guevgldsiors  wCamaluied GFWBUTLG  WHBHHISMN0 GBI &g D66y
BLILIBBLILIL BETTSHIL 631, DIH6M cLpsvld @evmienauied FL L allGrmg Curengsloummei
FhemHUTed LOTBBLOENLUID  Heitenioulenenit GuTeipl CHTLIFHWTS FLL SHaemen
SIPOLIBGSHHID (WPwBFseEnd eefaurs S bGUBEIsTenen GBI SHHHEHH!.
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0.0

——QamGrmuilest WmEpam F QWSSOI LIl

@evmienauisy FULal6ymgd CUTenHIGUTHET FhHensHullsd LOTBMBBIGENET SIeHL_UITEITLD
BHTEMTLGHBHTH CUTENHLI QUITHL_H6rMen eflensy (PpH&SWISHHIaID 10dHe FIIQUITE H[HSD
(WPIQUJID. 2025 1D SemTIgeL &g DI L HFH60 leNe0dHEheHE MO &HEhFTalBHTH
7.1%, Qan@rruler @mars 10% wBmid 0aTCset @mars 9.4% ealeney DHHlIL
ugeurdlulemengl. DAHHILeT CBETCHeT  GmlLdbseien elemsv  33.3%  Renmed
GBI SHdbHene] oNDFS gBULBeTenH. DHBG DenewieuTsd GLoghg DL L LOl6s
alemsv QUILT. B DigLIIeHLUT6D BleneouiTdd HTewilILBa6BEI.

QTHH0TE QHHTewIH  HTev  (PTCaBBHHenen  HHHHMB OCEmeitend CuTH
Cem@rruiesr BB &ETCHeT BBHTE GBI HHHH6NMe] allened DiFHSMANLLD,
BehFTelBHTH GHHSH BBHHTLOM allbHHWTEF (D, Codha LIl LiflelBaTs QUi (6
SlglisnL_uiled Blensowlmerm elleneou|ld &TerlILBalIBE. Q& sTelauTmres SmULIaID,
FLLal@rrs CurenaslIuTmeT Fhendulls TBBhiGmen ol Fmbe ellenddsddenet
IBLUBSHINSBHTE et alleweoulelt DH ALY emdpgH  QFUIWLLLL  BLTSH6H 6
TN dbema, enSLILBMBUILL L CUTenHIOUTHL Hefledl  SieTe)y  WOBMID  AIWITLITFLD
QFHTLTUTE &L IQUIL 63T (LP(LDEMLOWITS H(HBHHIMB OlbmeitemiiL Gauewr(BLd.

falFeng oBEpID LeiTeumpe] GFensusefen LsTellelLgmigast cpsold CUTenSHLIGUTHSIT
uweTUT(h AH S CHTLTL60 ellendsddlemenl GLBBIS GlaTeiten (Wigujb. Goeid
@H60 cpevld CUTEMSHIIGUTHST LILIGTLUTHEHET FTTHBHTH DQeHIDUILIL L FH6dT SHT[J6mTLoNsH
HAFemg QUETID BUTH6eM6T 6lemTenlbeNd LOBBID  DQUTHeH6  Fepdll UdHHd
Capmmmid OHTLTUTS eflendosddlemerll CuBBIS CsTeTen (LpIguLD.

2025 o4b oyevinged CHFw SUTWIST QOMLSHMIG6T S BUUTL G Fenuuler &L
SIPOLGSHBULL (BeiTen  HHFemdF  10HHUI  BlemeLWIBIBET OBWID  FAPHIH I enent



SIYUILIHL WITHES OFBTewiL. FoHlFeng CFemeusmslt, Hellwint HHFemnFdbsmen Caeme
QUPBIGBITH6T, LeToUTDR| LS OBEBID  eJenerl  LeTeumipe)] GFeneudelt
o _Tdh FHFNFHBTH CFTHHId GBTeTenil L GoTeHd [HLTH6N 6 61601601 H6MD
6,030 el UHUTHUGTENHIL 68T, @FHlev GuBbLITeTenIOWTen  41.8%  FHeoflwimit
fAFemng Caemer QUPMIGHTH6M6T 60D DIBHmBLILBHBHULL (BeTenHIL 6, 23.4%
Cxrdlw ouTwsy QemLsmSeT SLGUUTLG gFouullar  Oeuafl  CFemeu
sOU BHEDH HTHW, 21.5% yYeIfauT e UewWEHW 26MLTH
B HMBLIUBHSUILL (BeTengdl.  QF  QFwBH L GHHer  cpsod  CUsmSHLIGLITHEIT
vwerun® - Frihd  (PpeopEHCaBHeT  OHTLITLIL  Heuelld  OFISHHINH @
BBleueSHSHlenn QUTEBILIL LTHHTD DIGVVTHI, DSBHTEH TF, SHENWTT  LOBBID
FpBHHH W gL WITHSH CaTeni CFeneusmsst 2 LI L allflourer alensowlsnLIOLIL]
BoHemeumeir HTMILILIBaISHTE CHela)LbhHHLILBH MBS,

ULLD gy - faFmg CramealseEnd@ SiaInd - 2025
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FRFOF
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HHFmaossras LgCafld@id slemtenidamUd mbdHl IBL HTVHHBE 6gemeume
B sfUlenend STemiLlbalemg. 2021 b oieunigsd 1,703 A FmFHHTH
IDIDH BB L slewienlidbensd 2025 b yewilenailed 6,030  sueny
aiFsMHalemengl. 2021 — 2023 &sT0HHBG6T HIWwTe elHHa G DbOLIBBSIL 6T,
2024 oyb oemnged 3,140 euemy DiFHSAL BBID 2025 S euTged CHTL THGHID
SIFHSA0Y useurdlujsiengl. (papsvowns Cprs@d Gurgl 2021 GHTL&HD 2025
auen] FBFenFHHTH CFTHHIbd CBTTemILL L eTewTenlldbemabuied psiTmI DL HIdeTTe0
IFAY  gBul(Beitengl. QHer 2 1H  FHFHF  OBEBID  LIWOTTEUTLDS)]
Cremausemd@ STemlLBD  LiFGaismiss oBMID CFemausehdE 2 I LBEH60
GPUUL HHEH6ne| allfleyenLbH 2 6iTeNensHd STl (LPLY&leTBEI.
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Femp&FFTens0U 60 Hb s  emeulllugkl  CeTLTuTer  YsTellalugmidse  peold
CuTemHIQOUITHET OHTLTUTT  GHBBRIS6T OBBID GBmelulsd CFwBLTHHEHS S
LB sTeLBD OBHTLTLH6T QHTLIHHID OHeleyuBHSLILIGS mer. 2025
D ewiged Qevmensuiled  QTHH0OTE  FlenmdFFrensouiled HbHoH &I
b BLILL (HelTenalThelen  elemenlldend 44,406 eIaTLGIL 60T, DiFHs0 29,177 Gui
(65.7%) GumrenslQuTmenLsr CsTLIUULL  FHlopFarameseiled HBEHH
medbBLILL ([HeiTen AUl HenTleneidb@ 2 MulalTdenTsd Sremrlill L GUTdsid, Sigl
OHTLIHHID FedmBFFTensvdeiled HhHHHmaubSGHID CummbUTsenowTer  Lfleleort
STRILIGIL 63T, Qh&HI QIHL. HTELHHMBEH 6T LFHUTEHUI DIg) FnBHE0TN IHID QHIQITESLD.

FemBFFTEN6VHMN60 HBHHH MeUbBLLL Beiten CoTshd euiseied 28,885 Guir
Bumewapll  GQuUTmET GWBE&GeT OCHTLILID FewmdFaremsouiled HOHSH S
Meld SLU UL Goi enGHIL&i , DH pow el Flewmd &Fmenevwlled
H5bdHHmadHBILL BeTenauTsefled 66.1% eafswr@w. FopdaFmensouied
SHbHSHSHIMaUHBULL (BeiTen Gordgd Guemiseaied 292 GuiT CUTEHLIGUITHET &GMBBhISeiT
OHTLALN6D HBhHH MaUSHHLILL BeTenHIL T iFH  OrgH g  Guem Herfled
FevpFarencouisd HHHHIMNUBHBLILIL (HeiTen aihd 40.8% UGLD.

CuUTemaIQUTHT UMBHEHHEG MW HHSHHB  CsTeTend  Curgl
Qu@plbuTeTemIOWITENE  Qam@yTuie GCHTLTuTen GHBBHHBHTH  FlenmaFFTensouisd
SBHH maUSHBLULL BeTenHIL 6T, AHTaud Fompdaremeoulled HOSH I
WeUBBLILIL (BeiTen  eTemtenfidbenad 13,094, (44.9%) BTG, BFHI  6TNUTBTS
SmUliaid sTeHHBE demiowl GeamCrruisr CHTLTIeL FenmaaTensouisd HBHHHI
mUBLILL BeTenalTHel  GHemmauTd  srewliubeud  HTewrLildsLlub S 6Bl
CHBausmenr Qg H UL LISl  QaTLiled  Femmdareneoulled HBHS I
meUHBLILIL (BeiTen slemtenfldend 10,903 @D dipmeasml (37.4%) oisd eueny S
DB BMNHHIGTNBHIL 651, DH6M  (P6VID  OFWIBNS 2M&HSH  OHHSH — UeNBH6I6
IHSAULY gBLULBeiTenend GHTLTHEHID Cgefeurs sremiiLbBa amaEl.
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Qrgsiones  CrTe@Gd  Bural  @svmiensulsd  CUTESLIGUTHET  LILIGTLITH ST
OsTLTUTE HBausd mHCWHB 2026 b cpsvld HevmenBUled BTN SHLIGILITHEIT
UWSTUTL (B [HleveniodslT  0@GHHSH FobHeOTel  [HleVenIDUITS BT ILI[H6) &6 60T
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CHAPTER -1

DRUG-RELATED ARRESTS IN
SRI LANKA







DRUG-RELATED ARRESTS BY DRUG AND DISTRICT

In 2025, the total number of arrests for drug-related offences showed a notable
increase compared with previous years, reflecting both the continued presence of
drug-related activities and strengthened law enforcement efforts across the country.
The upward trend highlights the ongoing challenges associated with drug trafficking
and abuse in Sri Lanka.

According to arrest statistics, the Western Province recorded the highest number of
drug-related arrests, indicating its continued prominence in drug-related activities.
In addition to the Western Province, the Southern and North Western Provinces also
reported comparatively higher numbers of drug-related arrests, demonstrating the
widespread nature of drug-related offences across different regions of the country.
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( CENTRALPROVINCE )

During 2025, 17,484 drug-related arrests were recorded in the Central Province,
accounting for 6.7% of the total arrests reported nationally. The arrest profile was
predominantly associated with heroin, which was implicated in 5,864 cases (33.5%).
Cannabis-related offenses was the second-largest category, with 4,992 arrests
(28.6%), while methamphetamine-related offenses accounted for 3,756 arrests
(21.5%). Collectively, these three substances were associated with 83.6% of all drug-
related arrests recorded in the province, highlighting their continued significance in
the regional drug-use and enforcement landscape.
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Table 1 - Kandy District

o 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
ru
< Nl % | N| % | N| % | N | % | N | %
Heroin 2286 | 52.1 | 2,132 | 403 | 2,285 | 40.1 | 2710 | 37.0 | 4292 | 39.8
Cannabis 1,787 | 40.7 | 2,678 | 50.6 | 2,718 | 47.7 | 2,948 | 40.3 | 2,886 | 26.7
Methamphe- | 101 55 | 904 | 39 | 387 | 68 | 1,147 | 157 | 2.455 | 22.8
tamine
Psychotropic | 55 1 59 | 35 | 07 | 4 11 | 217 | 30 | 501 | 46
Substances
Hashish 1 00 | 54 1.0 11 0.2 24 | 03 104 | 1.0
Kush 0 00 | 0 0.0 0 0.0 5 0.1 14 | 01
Opium 2 00 | 7 0.1 01 0.0 0 0.0 2 0.0
Cocaine 0 0.0 0 0.0 3 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0
Other 156 | 3.6 | 177 | 3.4 | 233 | 41 | 264 | 3.6 | 535 | 5.0
Total 4,388 | 100.0 | 5,290 | 100.0 | 5,702 | 100.0 | 7,315 | 100.0 | 10,789 | 100.0
Table 2 - Matale District
2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
Drug

N % N % N % N % N %
Heroin 153 | 235 | 933 | 32.1 | 631 | 21.8 | 759 | 22.4 | 1342 315
Cannabis 420 | 64.7 | 1,606 | 552 | 1,682 | 58.3 | 1,825 | 53.8 | 1,253 | 29.4
Methamphe- | ) | 5, | 168 | 57 268 93 | 601 | 17.7 | 999 | 23.4
tamine
Psychotropic || o4 | o | oo 5 02 | s6 | 17 | 123 | 29
Substances
Hashish 3 0.6 1 0.0 2 0.1 6 02 | 14 | 03
Other 51 | 78 | 201 | 7.0 299 | 103 | 142 | 42 | 532 | 125
Total 650 | 100.0 | 2,909 | 100.0 | 2,887 | 100.0 | 3,389 | 100.0 | 4,263 | 100.0

Table 3 - NuwaraEliya District
2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
Drug

N % N % N % N % N %
Cannabis 484 | 80.8 | 1,317 | 612 | 1,140 | 458 | 679 | 29.6 | 853 | 35.1
Methamphe- || 5 | 44 2.0 54 | 22 | 118 | 51 | 302 | 124
tamine
Heroin 60 | 100 | 136 | 6.3 116 | 47 | 456 | 199 | 230 | 95
Psychotropic | 03 | 66 3.1 81 32 | 114 | 50 | 144 | 59
Substances
Hashish 1 0.2 9 0.5 8 0.3 37 1.6 93 3.8
Kush 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 7 03 91 38
Opium 2 0.3 0 0.0 13 0.5 0 0.0 3 0.1
Cocaine 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 0.1 0 0.0
Other 38 6.3 579 26.9 1,077 43.3 882 384 716 294
Total 599 | 100.0 | 2,151 | 100.0 | 2,489 | 100.0 | 2,294 | 100.0 | 2,432 | 100.0
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In 2025, 7,505 drug-related arrests were recorded in the North Central Province,
representing 2.9% of the total arrests reported nationally. Heroin-related offenses
represented the largest proportion, accounting for 2,768 arrests (36.9%), followed by
cannabis-related offenses with 2,462 arrests (32.8%). Methamphetamine-related
offenses accounted for a further 1,933 arrests (25.8%). Together, these three
substances were associated with 95.5% of all drug-related arrests recorded in the

province, indicating their predominant role in the drug-related enforcement profile

( NORTH CENTRAL PROVINCE )

of'the North Central Province.
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Table 4 - Anuradhapura District
2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
Drug
N % N % N % N % N %
Cannabis 1,597 | 403 | 1,442 | 33.9 [ 2,108 | 464 | 1,627 | 42.1 | 1,398 | 28.4
Heroin 2,030 | 54.6 [ 2,596 | 61.0 2,057 | 453 | 1,511 ] 39.1 | 2,078 | 423
Methamphe-
ehampie o | 10 | 131 | 3.0 | 219 | 48 | 520 | 135 | 1,143 | 232
tamine
Psychotropic
35 0.9 54 13 | 120 | 26 | 112 | 29 | 236 4.8
Substances
Hashish 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 0.1 3 0.1 9 0.2
Opium 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 5 0.1
Kush 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 0.0 3 0.1
Other 19 0.5 35 0.8 36 0.8 87 2.3 44 0.9
Total 3,721 | 100.0 | 4,258 | 100.0 | 4,541 | 100.0 | 3,861 | 100.0 | 4,916 | 100.0




Table 5 - Polonnaruwa District
2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
Drug

N % N % N % N % N %
Cannabis 1,324 70.3 1,216 | 56.2 | 1,704 | 65.7 1,225 | 61.3 1,064 | 41.1
Heroin 485 25.8 769 35.5 589 22.7 385 19.3 690 26.6
Methamphe- | sc | 30 | 144 | 67 | 263 | 101 | 332 | 166 | 790 | 305
tamine
Hashish 0 0.0 1 0.1 5 0.2 7 0.3 12 0.5
Psychotropic | ¢ 0.3 3 0.1 5 0.2 9 0.4 11 0.4
Substances
Kush 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 7 0.3
Opium 0 0.0 1 0.1 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0
Other 10 0.6 28 1.3 27 1.1 41 2.1 15 0.6
Total 1,881 | 100.0 | 2,162 | 100.0 | 2,593 | 100.0 | 1,999 | 100.0 | 2,589 | 100.0
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Drug-related arrests in North Central Province - 2025
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( NORTH WESTERN PROVINCE )

The North Western Province recorded 17,140 drug-related arrests in 2025,
accounting for 6.5% of the total arrests reported nationally. Heroin-related offenses

represented the largest share, with 6,637 arrests (38.7%), followed by

methamphetamine-related offenses, which accounted for 4,810 arrests (28.1%).
Cannabis-related offenses contributed a further 4,699 arrests (27.4%). Collectively,
these three substances were associated with 94.2% of all drug-related arrests

recorded in the province, demonstrating their predominant contribution to the

provincial drug-related enforcement profile.
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Table 6 - Kurunegala District
o 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
ru
- N | % | NJ| % | N|% | NJ|%| N | %
Cannabis 2.867 | 54.8 | 4.627 | 49.8 | 5,017 | 56.0 | 3,204 | 462 | 2,873 | 28.0
Heroin 2,179 | 41.7 | 4267 | 46.0 | 3,178 | 35.5 | 2,490 | 35.9 | 4,169 | 40.6
?:gilimphe' 76 | 15 | 218 | 2.3 | 518 | 58 | 999 | 14.4 | 2,894 | 282
gflfs}t‘;ﬁzzgw 16 | 03 ] 16 | 01 | 22 | 03 | 56 | 08 | 209 | 2.0
Hashish 0 | 00 1 0.1 3 00| 9 [o01 ] 18 | 02
Kush 0 |00 | 0 |00 ] 0 |00 0 |00/ 17 | 02
Opium 2 0.0 1 0.1 1 0.0 7 0.1 0 0.0
Other 87 | 17 153 | 16 | 213 | 24 [ 170 | 25 | 90 | 08
Total 5,227 | 100.0 | 9,283 | 100.0 | 8,952 | 100.0 | 6,935 | 100.0 | 10,270 | 100.0




Table 7 - Puttalam District

Drug 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
N % N % N % N % N %
gggaemphe' 561 | 13.0 | 729 | 136 | 93 | 1.7 | 353 | 7.7 | 1,916 | 27.9
Heroin 2,275 | 52.5 | 2,161 | 404 | 2,167 | 38.7 | 1,700 | 37.0 | 2,468 | 35.9
Cannabis 1,427 | 34.0 | 1,633 | 30.5 | 2,214 | 39.6 | 2,281 | 49.6 | 1,826 | 26.6
Hashish 4 0.1 0 0.0 2 0.0 7 0.2 15 0.2
Psychotropic 3 01| 1 oo | 3 o1 | 3 [00]| 6 |o01
substances
Cocaine 1 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0
Opium 00 | 0 0.0 0 0.0 6 0.1 0.0
Kush 00| 0 |00 | 0 | 00 2 | 00 0.0
Other 16 0.4 829 155 | 1,111 | 199 | 247 5.4 639 9.3
Total 4,322 | 100.0 | 5,353 | 100.0 | 5,598 | 100.0 | 4,599 | 100.0 | 6,870 | 100.0
Figure - 1.7
Drug-related arrests in North Western Province - 2025
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(" NORTHERN PROVINCE )

Atotal of 6,128 drug-related arrests were recorded in the Northern Province in 2025,
representing 2.3% of the national total. Cannabis-related offenses accounted for the
largest proportion, with 2,078 arrests (33.9%), followed by heroin-related offenses,
which comprised 1,748 arrests (28.5%). Methamphetamine-related offenses
accounted for an additional 1,057 arrests (17.2%). Taken together, these three
substances were implicated in 79.6% of all drug-related arrests in the province,
reflecting their substantial contribution to the provincial drug-related enforcement

profile.
Figure - 1.8
2,500 -
2,078
2,000 - 1,748
1,500 -
1,057
1,000 - 808
419
500 - S
15 3 | |
0 = = t J
) & ¥ & & s <
& & $ S » & S
o ¥ & & &
K S
N Sy
@2’1‘ R




Table 8 - Jaffna District

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
Drug
Nl % | N|] % | ~N| % | ~N| % | N | %
Heroin 273 | 537 | 1,084 | 655 | 699 | 507 | 455 | 22.1 | 992 | 327
Cannabis 191 | 37.6 | 426 | 258 | 405 | 293 | 1,103 | 53.5 | 835 | 275
Psychotropic 1 | 02 | 54 | 33 | 110 | 80 | 320 | 155 | 639 | 21.1
Substances
Methamphe- 2 |04 | 42 | 25| 60 | 43 | 125 | 61 | 290 | 9.6
tamine
Hashish 0 oo o 00| o 00| o |o00] 6 | o1
Cocaine - - - - 1 0.1 1 0.0 0 0.0
Other 41 | 81 | 48 | 29 | 105 | 76 | 59 | 28 | 272 | 9.0
Total 508 | 100.0 | 1,654 | 100.0 | 1,380 | 100.0 | 2,063 | 100.0 | 3,034 | 100.0
Table 9 - Mannar District
Dra 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
g N % | N | % | N % | N| % | N | %
Cannabis 543 | 643 | 193 | 430 | 199 | 393 | 157 | 39.1 | 323 | 41.0
Methampheta | o) | 103 | 100 | 243 | 125 | 247 | 110 | 27.4 | 258 | 327
mine
Heroin 176 | 208 | 107 | 238 | 132 | 260 | 54 | 134 | 139 | 17.6
Psychotropic | 01 | 14 | 31 | 26 | 51 |57 | 142 | 49 | 62
Substances
Hashish 1 0.1 1 02 | 3 06 | 3 | 07 | 3 | 04
Kush 0 0.0 0 | 00 0 00 | 0 | 00 | 2 | 03
Cocaine 0 00 | 6 14 | 2 04 | 0 | 00 | 0 | 00
Other 20 | 24 | 19 | 42 | 20 | 39 |21 | 52 |14 | 18
Total 845 | 100.0 | 449 | 100.0 | 507 | 100.0 | 402 | 100.0 | 788 | 100.0
Table 10 - Mullativu District
2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
Drug
N % N % N % | N | % | N | %
Cannabis 1 | 1000 | 213 | 708 | 191 | 76.1 | 239 | 76.8 | 278 | 49.1
Heroin 0 00 | 66 | 219 | 38 | 151 | 19 | 62 | 146 | 258
Methampheta | 00 | 19 | 63 | 18 | 72 | 48 | 154 | 128 | 226
mine
Psychotropic | g 00 | 2 07 3 12 | 3| 10| 10| 18
Substances
Hashish 0 00 | 0 | 00 | 0 | 00 | 0 |00 | 3 |05
Opium 0.0 0.0 1 04 | 0 | 00 | 0 | 00
Other 0.0 1 03 0 00 | 2 | 06 02
Total 01 | 100.0 | 301 | 100.0 | 251 | 100.0 | 311 | 100.0 | 566 | 100.0




Table 11 - Vavuniya District

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
Drug
N % N % N % N | % N %

Cannabis 572 | 774 | 556 | 702 | 370 | 663 |395 | 49.4 | 410 | 34.0
Heroin 151 | 204 | 188 | 237 | 118 | 21.1 | 133 | 16.6 | 294 | 244
Methampheta | ¢ 1.1 28 | 35 | 37 | 66 [207| 259 | 289 | 23.9
mine

IS)SYChOtmp“’ 2 0.3 2 0.3 3 05 |33 | 42 | 98 8.1

ubstances
Hashish 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 | 00 3 0.2
Kush 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 | 00 1 0.1
Other 6 0.8 18 23 | 31 55 |31 ] 39 | 112 | 93
Total 739 | 100.0 | 792 |100.0 | 559 | 100.0 | 799 | 100.0 | 1,207 | 100.0
Table 12 - Kilinochchi District
2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
Drug
N | % N % N % N % N %

Cannabis 187 | 85.4 | 245 | 765 | 169 | 76.5 | 158 | 68.4 | 232 | 435
Heroin 20 | 132 | 57 | 17.8 | 29 | 13.1 | 42 | 182 | 177 | 332
Methamphetamine 2 0.9 17 5.3 10 4.5 21 9.1 92 17.3
Psychotropic 0 | 0.0 1 0.3 0 0.0 0 00 | 12 | 22
Substances
Other 1 05 | 0 00 | 13 | 59 | 10 | 43 | 20 | 38
Total 219 | 100.0 | 320 | 100.0 | 221 | 100.0 | 231 | 100.0 | 533 | 100.0




Figure - 1.9

Drug-related arrests in Northern Province - 2025
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( SABARAGAMUWA PROVINCE )

The Sabaragamuwa Province recorded 8,273 drug-related arrests in 2025,
equivalent to 3.2% of the national total. Cannabis-related offenses represeted the
largest share, accounting for 3,149 arrests (38.1%). Heroin-related offenses
followed, with 2,384 arrests (28.8%), while methamphetamine-related offenses
accounted for 2,341 arrests (28.3%). Together, these three substances represented
95.2% of all drug-related arrests in the province, underscoring their dominant
contribution to the provincial drug-related arrest profile.
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Table 13 - Kegalle District
o 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
ug N % | N % | N | % N | % N %

Cannabis 464 | 37.0 | 1,041 | 40.8 | 1,380 | 45.0 | 653 | 423 | 1237 | 32.1
Heroin 744 | 593 | 1,253 | 49.1 | 1229 | 40.1 | 444 | 287 | 1266 | 328
Methamphe- |00 | 34 | 150 | 59 | 238 | 7.8 | 322 | 208 | 1,044 | 27.1
tamine
Opium 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 4 0.1
Psychotropic | | 00 | 54 | 21 | 42 | 14 | 55 | 36 | 110 | 29
Substances
Hashish 0 0.0 0.0 3 0.1 5 03 | 28 | 06
Kush 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 4 0.1
Cocaine 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0
Other 3 02 | 53 | 21 | 173 | 56 | 65 | 42 | 164 | 43
Total 1,254 | 100.0 | 2,552 | 100.0 | 3,065 | 100.0 | 1,545 | 100.0 | 3,857 | 100.0




Table 14 - Rathnapura District
2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
Drug

N % N % N % N % N %
Cannabis 1,841 | 53.1 | 1,677 | 53.7 | 1,684 | 63.2 | 1,604 | 50.9 | 1,912 | 43.3
Methamphe- | -0 | 51 | 237 | 76 | 248 | 93 | 820 | 260 | 1297 | 29.4
tamine
Heroin 1,378 | 39.8 | 1,186 | 38.0 | 717 | 26.9 | 628 | 19.9 | 1,118 | 25.3
Psychotropic | 1.2 7 0.2 0 0.0 97 3.1 32 0.7
Substances
Hashish 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 27 0.6
Kush 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 10 0.2
Opium 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 7 0.2
Other 29 0.8 14 0.5 14 0.5 2 0.1 13 0.3
Total 3,464 | 100.0 | 3,121 | 100.0 | 2,663 | 100.0 | 3,151 | 100.0 | 4,416 | 100.0

Figure - 1.11

Drug-related arrests in Sabaragamuwa Province - 2025
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( SOUTHERN PROVINCE )

The Southern Province accounted for 30,250 drug-related arrests in 2025,
representing 11.5% of the national total. Heroin-related offenses represented the
largest proportion, with 10,326 arrests (34.1%), followed by cannabis-related
offenses, which accounted for 9,805 arrests (32.4%). Methamphetamine-related
offenses were recorded in 8,372 arrests (27.7%), indicating its substantial presence
within the province's drug-related arrest profile. Collectively, these three substances
accounted for 94.2% of all drug-related arrests recorded in the Southern Province.
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Table 15 - Galle District
o 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
rug N % | N | % | N | % | N | % N %
Heroin 2276 | 49.1 | 2,423 | 50.0 | 2,189 | 44.6 | 2,431 | 38.1 | 5,433 | 37.5
gﬁ&imphe' 123 | 27 | 277 | 57 | 160 | 33 |1266| 198 | 4,834 | 33.4
Cannabis 2205 | 47.6 | 2,037 | 42.0 | 2,189 | 44.6 | 2,382 | 373 | 3,793 | 262
Hashish 1 0.0 5 [ 01 6 | 0.1 | 29 | 05 188 | 13
gi{,zlt’;;i‘éfs"c 1 loo | 1 oo | 3 |o1 | 7 | o1 69 | 05
Kush 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 | 00 18 | o1
Cocaine 0 0.0 2 | o1 0 | 00 0 | 00 14 | 01
Other 30 | 06 | 105 | 21 | 362 | 73 | 266 | 42 124 | 09
Total 4,636 | 100.0 | 4,850 | 100.0 | 4,909 | 100.0 | 6,382 | 100.0 | 14,473 | 100.0




Table 16 - Hambanthota District

o 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

rug N | % | N| % | N| % | NJ| % | N | %
Cannabis 2,531 | 66.7 | 2,038 | 54.5 3,205 64.0 | 2,629 | 61.2 | 3,445 | 46.7
Heroin 1,097 | 28.9 | 1,415 ] 37.8 | 1,389 | 27.8 | 1,063 | 24.7 | 2,053 | 27.9
Methamphe |\ o0 1 33 | 171 | 46 | 305 | 60 | 490 | 114 | 1765 | 23.9
-tamine
Hashish 1 0.0 0 0.0 9 0.2 3 0.1 26 0.4
Psychotropi
c 5 0.1 10 2.9 18 0.4 30 0.7 23 0.3
Substances
Kush 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 0.0 13 0.2
Cocaine 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 7 0.1
Opium 0 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 0 0.0
Other 33 09 | 107 | 0.1 78 1.6 83 1.9 39 0.5
Total 3,794 | 100.0 | 3,745 | 100.0 | 5,004 | 100.0 | 4,299 | 100.0 | 7,371 | 100.0

Table 17 - Matara District
2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
Drug
N % N % N % N % N %

Heroin 1,841 | 434 [ 1,527 | 414 | 2,070 | 388 | 1,322 | 359 | 2,840 | 33.8
Cannabis 2,078 | 49.0 | 1,661 | 45.0 | 2,613 | 49.1 | 1,679 | 45.6 | 2,567 | 30.5
Methamphe- | o | 4o | 227 | 62 10 02 | 365 | 100 | 1,773 | 21.1
tamine
Hashish 0 0.0 13 0.4 1 0.0 0 00 | 272 | 32
Kush 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 36 0.4
Cocaine 6 0.1 0.2 0 0.0 0 0.0 11 0.2
Psychotropic | 51 ol 2 o2 | 3 oo | o |00 | 6 | o1
Substances
Opium 2 0.0 3 0.0 2 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0
Other 106 | 25 | 243 | 6.6 | 633 | 119 | 314 | 85 | 901 | 107

Total 4,241 | 100.0 | 3,687 | 100.0 | 5,332 | 100.0 | 3,680 | 100.0 | 8,406 | 100.0




Figure - 1.13

Drug-related arrests in Southern Province - 2025
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The Uva Province recorded 7,427 drug-related arrests in 2025, accounting for 2.8%
of the national total. Cannabis-related offenses were predominant, comprising 4,013
arrests (54.0%). Methamphetamine-related offenses accounted for 1,551 arrests
(20.9%), while heroin-related offenses were associated with 1,275 arrests (17.2%).
Collectively, these three substances accounted for 6,839 arrests, or 92.1% of all drug-
related arrests recorded in the province, indicating their substantial contribution to

( UVAPROVINCE )

the provincial drug-related arrest profile.
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Table 18 - Badulla District
2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
Drug
N % N % N % N % N %
Cannabis 1382 | 66.6 | 1,004 | 632 |2,420| 70.4 |2,525| 63.9 | 1,990 | 43.9
Heroin 606 | 292 | 435 | 274 | 616 | 17.9 | 727 | 184 | 1,032 | 228
Methamphe- |3 | 10 | 6o | 43 | 156 | 45 | 468 | 119 | 975 | 216
tamine
Psychotropic |15 1 g6 1 19 | 12 | 118 | 34 | 92 | 23 | 133 | 29
Substances
Hashish 0.0 0.2 0.1 11 | 03 87 1.9
Kush 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 0.0 0.1
Cocaine 0.0 0.0 0.0 1 0.0 0.0
Opium 0.0 0.0 0.0 1 0.0 0.0
Other 43 | 21 | 58 | 37 | 129 | 37 | 124 | 32 | 309 | 68
Total 2,074 | 100.0 | 1,588 | 100.0 | 3,441 | 100.0 | 3,949 | 100.0 | 4,532 | 100.0




Table 19 - Monaragala District

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
Drug
N % N % N % N % N %
Cannabis 1,448 | 84.6 | 1,453 | 80.5 2,185 | 894 1,378 | 83.8 2,023 69.9
Methamphe- | 35 155 g0 |38 |43 |18 |148 |90 |s76 | 199
tamine
Heroin 211 123 | 214 11.9 167 6.8 108 6.6 243 8.4
Hashish 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 16 0.6
Psychotropic | 01 |o 00 |3 0.1 |4 02 |14 0.5
Substances
Other 16 0.9 68 3.8 45 1.8 7 0.4 23 0.7
Total 1,711 | 100.0 | 1,804 | 100.0 | 2,443 |100.0 | 1,645 | 100.0 | 2,895 100.0
Figure - 1.15
Drug-related arrests in Uva Province - 2025
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(" WESTERN PROVINCE )

The Western Province accounted for 152,707 drug-related arrests in 2025,
representing 58.2% of the national total and making it the province with the highest
number of recorded arrests. Methamphetamine-related offenses represente the
largest proportion, with 62,851 arrests (41.2%), followed by heroin-related offenses
with 46,817 arrests (30.7%). Cannabis-related offenses accounted for a further
39,728 arrests (26.0%). Collectively, these three substances were associated with
97.9% of all drug-related arrests recorded in the province. At the district level,
Colombo District recorded the highest number of arrests, with 119,330 individuals,
accounting for 45.5% of all drug-related arrests nationally and approximately 58.2%
ofarrests recorded within the Western Province.

Figure - 1.16
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Table 20 - Colombo District

Drug 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

N % N % N % N % N %
xleettgifne 10,004 | 22.9 | 14,548 | 23.1 | 15,176 | 22.5 | 41,833 | 33.0 | 49,736 | 41.7
Heroin 19,944 | 45.6 | 29,141 | 462 | 28273 | 42.0 | 46,182 | 36.5 | 35,176 | 29.5
Cannabis | 13,393 | 30.6 | 16,383 | 26.0 | 19,593 | 29.1 | 34,778 | 27.5 | 32,186 | 27.0
gfﬂyj'stances 112 | 03 65 0.1 54 0.1 565 04 | 1,057 | 09
Hashish 29 | o1 86 | 0.1 14 | 00 | 302 0.2 648 | 05
Kush 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 21 0.1 147 | 0.1
Cocaine 12 | 00 7 0.1 15 | 00 12 0.0 37 0.0
Opium 19 | 00 0 0.0 15 | 00 61 0.1 24 0.0
Other 213 | 05 | 2,779 | 44 | 4253 | 63 | 2,832 | 22 319 | 03
Total 43,726 | 100.0 | 63,009 | 100.0 | 67,393 | 100.0 | 126,586 | 100.0 | 119,330 | 100.0

Table 21 - Gampaha District
2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
Drug

N % N % N % N % N %
?:gﬁmphe' 1464 | 109 | 3,137 | 165 | 4380 | 21.3 | 11,487 | 48.0 | 9,241 | 415
Heroin 8,632 | 642 | 11,175 | 58.7 | 9,791 | 47.6 | 6,934 | 289 | 8,334 | 374
Cannabis 3207 | 23.8 | 4,560 | 23.9 | 6,076 | 29.6 | 4,942 | 20.6 | 4,044 | 18.2
psyehoropic |51 | 02 | 85 | 04 | 36 | 02 | 510 | 21 | 363 | 16
Hashish 3 00 | 4 0.1 2 0.0 34 01 | 161 | 0.7
Kush 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 2 0.0 45 0.2
Cocaine 0 0.0 3 0.0 0 0.0 3 0.1 12 | o1
Opium 4 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 10 | 0.1
Other 117 | 09 | 81 04 | 262 | 13 42 02 | 44 | 02
Total 13,448 | 100.0 | 19,045 | 100.0 | 20,551 | 100.0 | 23,954 | 100.0 | 22,254 | 100.0




Table 22 - Kalutara District

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
Drug
N % N % N % N % N %
Methamphe- | 3,5 | 70 | 601 | 90 | 392 | 58 |2,108| 353 | 3.874 | 348
tamine
Cannabis 1,958 | 36.5 | 2,112 | 31.6 2,498 | 36.6 | 1,967 | 32.9 3,498 | 314
Heroin 2,855 | 53.3 | 3,594 | 53.8 3,125 45.8 1,697 | 28.4 3,307 29.7
Psychotropic | ¢ 5 12 | 8 | 13 77 11 | 105 | 1.8 | 256 | 23
Substances
Hashish 0.1 1 0.0 3 0.1 19 0.3 62 0.6
Kush 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 5 0.1 12 0.2
Cocaine 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 0.0 0 0.0
Other 105 2.0 286 4.3 721 10.6 70 1.2 114 1.0
Total 5,359 | 100.0 | 6,679 | 100.0 | 6,816 | 100.0 | 5,972 | 100.0 | 11,123 | 100.0
Figure - 1.17
Drug-related arrests in Western Province - 2025
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(' EASTERN PROVINCE )

The Eastern Province recorded 6,684 drug-related arrests in 2025, accounting for 2.5%
of the national total. Methamphetamine-related offenses represented the largest share,
with 2,790 arrests (41.7%), followed by cannabis-related offenses, which accounted for
2,554 arrests (38.2%). Heroin-related offenses represented a further 1,186 arrests
(17.7%). Collectively, these three substances were associated with 6,530 arrests,

representing 97.7% of all drug-related arrests recorded in the province.
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Table 23 - Ampara District
2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
Drug
N % N % N % N % N %
Cannabis 1,407 | 803 | 869 | 582 [ 1442 | 72.4 | 1,203 ] 81.1 | 1,238 | 45.6
Methamphe- |, ¢ 1.5 76 5.1 176 | 88 | 80 | 54 | 931 | 344
tamine
Heroin 204 | 168 | 490 | 328 | 282 [ 142 ] 145 | 98 | 466 | 172
Hashish 0 0.0 1 0.1 4 0.2 1 00 | 26 1.0
Psychotropic 5 0.3 12 0.8 2 01 | 18 | 13| 21 | 08
Substances
Kush 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 0.0 6 0.2
Cocaine 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 0.0 1 0.0
Other 20 1.1 44 3.0 85 | 43 | 35 | 24 | 21 0.8
Total 1,752 | 100.0 | 1,492 | 100.0 | 1,991 | 100.0 | 1,484 | 100.0 | 2,710 | 100.0




Table 24 - Batticaloa District
2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
Drug

N % N % N % N % N %
Methamphe-
tamine P 110 | 15.8 160 15.9 2 0.2 853 40.2 889 54.0
Cannabis 247 | 354 366 36.5 629 49.0 853 40.2 443 26.9
Heroin 332 | 47.6 303 30.2 246 19.1 222 10.5 310 18.9
Psychotropic
Substances 6 0.9 6 0.6 5 0.4 21 1.0 2 0.1
Opium 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 6 0.3 0 0.0
Hashish 0 0.0 2 0.2 1 0.1 0 0.0 0 0.0
Other 2 0.3 167 16.6 400 31.2 168 7.8 2 0.1
Total 697 | 100.0 | 1,004 | 100.0 | 1,284 | 100.0 | 2,123 | 100.0 1,646 100.0

Table 25 —Trincomalee District
2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
Drug
N % N % N % N % N %

Methamphe-
tamine 3 0.4 248 11.0 400 16.8 460 37.5 970 41.7
Cannabis 633 | 82.7 | 1,325 | 588 | 1,359 | 57.1 483 394 873 37.5
Heroin 105 13.7 594 26.4 427 17.9 142 11.6 410 17.6
gflicslt‘;’;ge’ls"c 5 0.7 | 53 23 | 161 | 68 98 8.0 | 31 1.3
Kush 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 7 0.3
Hashish 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 0.1 2 0.2 6 0.3
Cocaine 0 0.0 1 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0
Other 19 2.5 33 1.5 32 1.3 41 33 31 1.3
Total 765 | 100.0 | 2,254 | 100.0 | 2,380 | 100.0 | 1,226 | 100.0 | 2,328 | 100.0

Figure - 1.19

Drug-related arrests in Eastern Province - 2025
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(Source: Police Narcotics Bureau, 2025)



District-wise Distribution of Drug-related Arrests

The following GIS maps illustrate the district-wise distribution of arrests related to
major illicit drugs in Sri Lanka. The maps present the spatial distribution of arrests by
drug type, highlighting geographical patterns and variations across districts. This
spatial representation provides an overview of areas with relatively higher or lower
arrest concentrations and supports the identification of geographic patterns in drug-
related law enforcement activity. The maps should be interpreted as indicators of
arrest distribution rather than direct measures of drug prevalence or availability.
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DRUG-RELATED ARRESTS BY DRUG AND PROVINCE

The province-wise distribution of drug-related arrests during 2021-2025 indicates a
continued concentration of enforcement activities in the Western Province, which
recorded the highest number of arrests related to major drugs, including cannabis,
heroin, and methamphetamine. While the Western Province remained the primary
area associated with drug-related arrests, other provinces such as the Southern, North
Western, and Central Provinces also reported notable numbers across different drug
categories. The increasing arrest trends observed across most provinces highlighting
the widespread nature of drug-related activities in Sri Lanka.
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Table 26 — Methamphetamine-related Arrests by Province

Province 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
Central 151 416 709 1,866 3,756
Eastern 139 484 578 1,393 2,790
Northern 116 215 250 511 1,057
North Central 96 275 482 852 1,933
North Western 637 947 611 1,352 4,810
Sabaragamuwa 218 387 486 1,142 2,341
Southern 455 675 475 2,121 8,372
Uva 65 138 199 616 1,551
Western 11,843 18,286 19,948 55,428 62,851
Not Specified 0 808 2,358 2,851 3,189
Total 13,720 22,631 26,096 68,132 92,650

Methamphetamine-related arrests recorded a substantial increase between 2021 and
2025, rising from 13,720 arrests in 2021 to 92,650 arrests in 2025, representing a
more than six-fold increase over the five-year period. In 2025, the Western Province
continued to account for the majority of methamphetamine-related arrests, with
62,851 arrests, representing approximately two-thirds of the national total. Although
the Western Province remained the most affected area, arrests also increased
significantly in other provinces, particularly the Southern Province (8,372 arrests)
and the North Western Province (4,810 arrests).

Other notable increases in 2025 were observed in the Central Province (3,756
arrests), Eastern Province (2,790 arrests), Sabaragamuwa Province (2,341 arrests),
and North Central Province (1,933 arrests). Compared with previous years, all
provinces recorded considerable growth in methamphetamine-related arrests,
indicating the expanding geographical spread of methamphetamine and intensified

enforcement efforts across the country.
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Heroin-related arrests showed an overall increasing trend between 2021 and 2025,
with total arrests rising from 50,412 in 2021 to 81,339 in 2025. The Western Province
consistently recorded the highest number of heroin-related arrests, with 46,817
arrests in 2025, despite a decline from the peak of 54,813 arrests in 2024. Other
provinces with notable increases in 2025 included the Southern Province (10,326
arrests), North Western Province (6,637 arrests), and Central Province (5,864
arrests). Compared with previous years, most provinces recorded increasing trend in
heroin-related arrests in 2025, indicating continued widespread of heroin use and
intensified enforcement efforts across the country.

Table 27 — Heroin-related Arrests by Province
Province 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
Central 2,499 3,201 3,032 3,925 5,864
Eastern 731 1,387 955 509 1,186
Northern 629 1,502 1,016 703 1,748
North Central 2,515 3,365 2,646 1,896 2,768
North Western 4,454 6,428 5,345 4,190 6,637
Sabaragamuwa 2,122 2,439 1,946 1,072 2,384
Southern 5,214 5,365 5,648 4,816 10,326
Uva 817 649 783 835 1,275
Western 31,431 43,910 41,189 54,813 46,817
Not Specified 0 1,442 3,582 2,338 2,334
Total 50,412 69,688 66,142 75,097 81,339
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Table 28 — Cannabis-related Arrests by Province
Province 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
Central 2,691 5,601 5,540 6,690 4,992
Eastern 2,287 2,560 3,430 2,539 2,554
Northern 1,494 1,633 1,334 2,052 2,078
North Central 2,921 2,658 3,812 2,852 2,462
North Western 4,339 6,260 7,231 5,485 4,699
Sabaragamuwa 2,305 2,718 3,064 2,257 3,149
Southern 6,814 5,736 8,007 6,690 9,805
Uva 2,830 2,457 4,605 3,903 4,013
Western 18,558 23,056 28,167 41,687 39,728
Not Specified 0 900 3,268 2,685 2,578
Total 44,239 53,579 68,458 75,602 76,058

Cannabis-related arrests showed a continued increasing trend between 2021 and
2025, with total arrests rising from 44,239 in 2021 to 76,058 in 2025. The Western
Province consistently recorded the highest number of cannabis-related arrests,
increasing from 18,558 arrests in 2021 to 39,728 arrests in 2025, highlighting its
continued prominence in cannabis-related offences and enforcement activities. The
Southern Province recorded the second-highest number of arrests in 2025 (9,805),
followed by the Central Province (4,992) and North Western Province (4,699).
While arrest figures fluctuated across other provinces, the overall upward trend
indicates the widespread nature of cannabis-related activities and continued law
enforcement efforts throughout the country.
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Table 29 — Hashish, Kush, Opium, Cocaine, Psychotropic Substances and Other
Drug Related Arrests by Province

Province 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
Central 296 1,132 1,797 1,755 2,872
Eastern 57 317 692 392 154
Northern 73 166 318 540 1,245
North Central 70 122 194 260 342
North Western 129 1,001 1,363 507 994
Sabaragamuwa 73 129 232 225 399
Southern 188 509 1,115 734 1,747
Uva 73 217 297 240 588
Western 701 3,484 5,456 4,584 3,311
Not Specified 0 0 0 382 622
Total 1,660 7,007 11,464 9,619 12,274

Figure - 1.35
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(Source: Police Narcotics Bureau, 2025)



DRUG-RELATED ARRESTS BY AGENCY

Table 30 — Methamphetamine-related Arrests by Agency (Number of Persons)

Agency 2025 %
Police Narcotics Bureau (PNB) 473 0.5
Island wide police stations 89,409 96.5
Special Task Force 1,410 1.5
Central Anti Vice Striking Unit (Walana) 129 0.1
Colombo Crime Division (CCD) 263 0.3
Western North Crime Division 8 0.0
Excise Department of Sri Lanka 953 1.0
Police Narcotics Bureau & Sri Lanka Navy 5 0.0
Total 92,650 100.0

Table 31 — Heroin-related Arrests by Agency (Number of Persons)

Agency 2025 %
Police Narcotics Bureau (PNB) 351 0.4
Island wide police stations 78,903 97.0
Special Task Force 1,012 1.2
Central Anti Vice Striking Unit (Walana) 217 0.3
Colombo Crime Division (CCD) 241 0.3
PNB & SL Navy 56 0.1
Sri Lanka Customs 1 0.0
Sri Lanka Customs & PNB 1 0.0
Sri Lanka Navy 5 0.0
Excise of Sri Lanka 552 0.7
Total 81,339 100.0




Table 32 — Cannabis-related Arrests by Agency (Number of Persons)

Agency 2025 %
Police Narcotics Bureau (PNB) 71 0.1
Island wide police stations 73,651 96.9
Special Task Force 539 0.7
Central Anti Vice Striking Unit (Walana) 278 0.4
Colombo Crime Division (CCD) 20 0.0
Excise Department of Sri Lanka 1,482 1.9
Sri Lanka Navy 14 0.0
Police Narcotics Bureau (PNB) & Sri Lanka 3 0.0
Navy
Total 76,058 100.0

Table 33 — Cocaine-related Arrests by Agency (Number of Persons)

Agency 2025 %
Police Narcotics Burcau (PNB) 25 16.8
Island wide police stations 82 55.0
Special Task Force 13 8.7
Central Anti Vice Striking Unit (Walana) 3 2.0
Excise Department of Sri Lanka 18 12.1
Sri Lanka Customs & Police Narcotics Bureau 3 2.0
Central Mail Exchange 3 2.0
Sri Lanka Customs 2 1.4
Total 149 100.0




Table 34 — Hashish & Kush-related Arrests by Agency (Number of Persons)

Agency 2025 %
Police Narcotics Bureau (PNB) 104 4.2
Island wide police stations 2,264 90.7
Special Task Force 71 2.8
Sri Lanka Custom 10 0.4
Central Anti Vice Striking Unit (Walana) 8 0.3
Colombo Crime Division (CCD) 4 0.2
Sri Lanka Customs & Police Narcotics Bureau 24 1.0
Central Mail Exchange 11 0.4
Total 2,496 100.0

Table 35 — Psychotropic Substances-related Arrests by Agency
(Number of Persons)

Agency 2025 %
Police Narcotics Bureau (PNB) 36 0.8
Island wide police stations 4,232 95.0
Special Task Force 135 3.0
Central Anti Vice Striking Unit (Walana) 25 0.6
Colombo Crime Division (CCD) 8 0.2
Central Mail Exchange 7 0.2
Sri Lanka Navy 7 0.2
Excise Department of Sri Lanka 5 0.1
Total 4,455 100.0




DRUG-RELATED ARRESTS BY GENDER

Gender distribution is based only on arrest records reported to the DAMS with
gender information and does not represent all drug-related arrests recorded by law

enforcement agencies.

Based on the reported cases, drug-related arrests in 2025 continued to be
predominantly among males across all major drug categories. Among males, the
highest number of arrests was recorded for methamphetamine (49,858 arrests),
followed by cannabis (47,455 arrests) and heroin (44,223 arrests). Compared with
previous years, methamphetamine-related male arrests showed a substantial
increase from 22,252 in 2024 to 49,858 in 2025, while heroin-related arrests also
doubled from 22,286 in 2024 to 44,223 in 2025, indicating a significant rise in
enforcement actions related to these substances.

Among females, the highest number of arrests in 2025 was also associated with
methamphetamine (882 arrests), followed by heroin (763 arrests) and cannabis (602
arrests). Female arrests related to methamphetamine and heroin showed an
increasing trend compared with previous years, rising from 428 and 530 arrests
respectively in 2024 to 882 and 763 arrests in 2025. Although female arrests remain
considerably lower than male arrests, the increase in female involvement in
methamphetamine and heroin-related offences highlights the importance of gender-
responsive prevention, treatment, and rehabilitation interventions.

Overall, the 2025 data indicate a notable shift in the pattern of drug-related arrests,
with methamphetamine and heroin emerging as the leading substances associated
with arrests among both males and females, while cannabis continued to account for
a substantial proportion of reported cases.



Table 36 — Distribution of Drug-related Arrests by Gender
(Based on the Reported Cases*)
Drug Sex 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
) M 9,787 13,286 31,593 39,986 47,455
Cannabis
F 183 233 578 621 602
) M 7,645 10,230 19,239 | 22,286 44,223
Heroin
F 131 183 436 530 763
] M 2 5 0 34 15
Opium
F 0 0 0 01 0
) M 43 87 130 242 660
Hashish
F 0 0 2 9
) M 4 11 0 62 106
Cocaine
F 0 0 4 3
Psychotropic M 44 161 761 1,841 3,419
Substances F 5 3 23 34 50
) M 1,094 2,158 8,523 22,252 49,858
Methamphetamine
F 21 37 189 428 882
Other (Babul,
Madanamodaka, M 302 348 1,551 3,253 3,390
Hans, Panpara,
Tobacco Powder,
Ecstasy, L.S.D, 1§ 5 11 21 43 61
Kush)

* The above table is based on information reported to the DAMS, and gender
distribution data were not reported for all arrest cases.



DRUG-RELATED ARRESTS BY AGE & DRUG

Table 37 - Methamphetamine-related arrests by age*

A 2022 2023 2024 2025
ge N % N % N % N %
Below 14 yrs 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0
15-19 yrs 1 1.1 303 3.5 754 33 1,834 3.6
20-24 yrs 19 219 | 1,771 | 203 4,488 19.8 9,131 18.0
25-29 yrs 25 28.7 | 2,219 | 254 5,944 | 262 | 13,384 | 264
30 and above 42 483 | 4,414 | 56.8 | 11,494 | 50.7 | 26,391 | 52.0
Total 87 100.0 | 8,707 | 100.0 | 22,680 | 100.0 | 50,740 | 100.0
Table 38 - Heroin-related arrests by age*
A 2022 2023 2024 2025
8¢ N | % | N % N [ % | N [ %
Below 14 yrs 4 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0
15-19 yrs 247 2.4 354 1.8 334 0.2 671 1.5
20-24 yrs 1,993 | 19.2 | 3,161 16.1 3,165 | 14.0 | 5,335 11.8
25-29 yrs 2,983 | 28.6 | 5,132 26.1 5,696 | 25.1 | 11,498 | 25.6
30 and above 5,179 | 49.8 | 10,997 | 55.0 | 13,621 | 59.7 | 27,482 | 61.1
Total 10,402 | 100.0 | 19,644 | 100.0 | 22,816 | 100.0 | 44,986 | 100.0
Table 39 - Cannabis-related arrests by age*
2022 2023 2024 2025
Age
N % N % N % N %
Below 14 yrs 6 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0
15-19 yrs 1,152 8.5 2,490 7.8 3,308 8.1 3,955 8.2
20-24 yrs 3,279 24.3 7,475 23.3 9,095 224 110,489 | 21.8
25-29 yrs 2,726 20.2 6,339 19.7 8,128 20.0 | 9,699 | 20.2
30 and above | 6,346 47.0 15,807 | 49.2 | 20,076 | 49.5 |23,914| 498
Total 13,503 | 100.0 | 32,111 | 100.0 | 40,607 | 100.0 | 48,057 | 100.0

* The above tables are based on information reported to the DAMS, and age
category data were not reported for all arrest cases.




DRUG-RELATED ARRESTS BY ETHNICITY

Table 40 — Distribution of Ethnicity (Based on the Reported Cases*)

Ethnicity 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
Sinhala N 14,708 20,432 46,776 74,065 | 107,994
% 78.8 76.1 74.4 80.8 70.8
Tamil N 1,700 2,771 5,665 7,328 12,218
% 9.1 10.4 9.0 8.0 8.0
Moor N 1,574 1,623 5,354 10,030 14,620
% 8.4 6.0 8.5 11.0 9.6
Malay N 40 65 212 32 42
% 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.0 0.0
Burgher N 35 38 53 27 61
% 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.0
Other N 601 1,922 1,546 136 40
% 32 7.1 2.5 0.2 0.0
Not Reported N 0 0 0 0 17,546
% 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 11.5
Total N 18,658 26,851 62,389 91,618 | 152,521
% 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

(Source: Drug Abuse Monitoring System, 2021-2025)

* The above tables are based on information reported to the DAMS, and
ethnicity data were not reported for all arrest cases.




QUANTITY OF DRUGS SEIZED

From January to December 2025, law enforcement agencies across Sri Lanka

reported significant seizures of various illicit drugs. A total of 1,822 kg and 374 g of

heroin was seized, indicating a notable increase compared with the previous year.

Cannabis seizures reached 17,193 kg and 372 g, while methamphetamine seizures

increased substantially to 3,866 kg and 848 g, highlighting the growing presence of

synthetic drugs. Other significant seizures included 454 kg and 741 g of Kush, 321 kg
and 357 g of hashish, and 38 kg and 973 g of cocaine. These figures reflect the
continued efforts of law enforcement agencies in disrupting drug trafficking

activities and addressing the evolving illicit drug situation in Sri Lanka.

Table 41 - Quantity of Drugs Seized (Kg) 2025

Drug Seized quantity (kg)
Heroin 1,822kg 374¢g
Cannabis 17,193kg 372¢g
Cocaine 38kg 973¢g
Hashish 321kg 357¢g
Kush 454kg 741¢g
Opium 1882 310mg
Methamphetamine 3,866kg 848¢g

Psychotropic substances

Capsules - 621,351
Tablets - 3,428, 218

Other

857kg 293¢

(Source: Police Narcotics Bureau, 2025)
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The quantities of drugs seized in Sri Lanka during 2021-2025 indicate significant
changes in the national drug trafficking landscape, reflecting variations in supply
patterns, enforcement activities, and the availability of different substances. In 2025,
the total quantities seized showed notable increases for several major drug
categories compared with previous years. Heroin seizures increased substantially to
1,822 kg, the highest level recorded during the five-year period, following a
declining trend from 1,630 kg in 2021 and 1,677 kg in 2022 to 832 kg in 2024. This
increase indicates a resurgence in large-scale heroin trafficking activities and
successful interception of significant consignments.

Figure - 1.37
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Cannabis seizures also increased considerably in 2025, reaching 17,193 kg,
compared with 8,359 kg in 2024, reversing the declining trend observed after the
peak of 17,607 kg in 2022.
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Similarly, methamphetamine seizures recorded a sharp increase to 3,866 kg in 2025,
the highest level reported during the period, following 1,364 kg in 2024 and
substantially exceeding the lower levels recorded during 2021-2023. This
significant rise highlights the growing prominence of methamphetamine trafficking
and the continued threat posed by synthetic drugs.
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Other substances also showed notable changes in 2025. Hashish seizures increased
to 321 kg, continuing the upward trend observed since 2023, while cocaine seizures
rose to 54.6 kg, compared with 23.4 kg in 2024, indicating continued trafficking of
high-value illicit substances.

Figure - 1.40
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Kush, which was first recorded in seizure statistics in 2024 with 2.86 kg, showed a
substantial increase to 454.7 kg in 2025, suggesting emerging concerns related to this
substance. Seizures of opium and psychotropic substances remained negligible
during the year.

Overall, the 2025 seizure data demonstrate a significant increase in the interception
of major illicit drugs, particularly methamphetamine, heroin, cannabis, and kush,
compared with previous years. These trends highlight the evolving nature of the
illicit drug market in Sri Lanka.

(Source: Police Narcotics Bureau, 2021-2025)
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DRUG-RELATED COURT CASES

In 2025, a total of 3,866 kg of methamphetamine was seized across Sri Lanka,
resulting in 92,560 court cases, making methamphetamine one of the major
substances contributing to drug-related enforcement activities. The largest seizure
was recorded through a joint operation involving the Police Narcotics Bureau and Sri
Lanka Navy, which resulted in the seizure of 2,704.46 kg. Other significant
contributions were made by the Special Task Force (STF) (20.48 kg) and the Police
Narcotics Bureau (PNB) (18.36 kg).

Among police divisions, the highest quantities of methamphetamine seizures were
reported from Tangalle (493.42 kg), followed by Nugegoda (24.01 kg), Colombo
North (24.74 kg), Kelaniya (20.22 kg), and Elpitiya (15.01 kg). Other notable
seizures were recorded in Negombo (9.51 kg), Mount Lavinia (9.38 kg), Gampaha
(8.36 kg), and Colombo South (8.30 kg), reflecting the continued presence of
methamphetamine-related activities across both urban and regional areas.

In terms of court cases, Colombo North recorded the highest number of
methamphetamine-related cases (12,023), followed by Kelaniya (10,044),
Nugegoda (9,504), and Colombo Central (7,585).

Table 44 - Quantity of Methamphetamine Seized and Number of Court Cases by Police
Divisions & Other Agencies - 2025
Seized
Quantity Number of

kg g mg Court Cases
Police Division
Anuradhapura 2 203 198 773
Ampara 0 851 612 933
Badulla 0 576 925 527
Bandarawela 0 438 469 452
Batticaloa 1 735 260 889
Chillaw 2 652 900 694
Colombo Central 11 497 587 7,585




Colombo North 24 738 209 12,023
Colombo South 8 298 388 4,370
Elpitiya 15 010 047 2,541
Embilipitiya 0 532 311 433
Galle 5 855 550 2,296
Gampaha 8 355 971 4,712
Gampola 3 960 731 368
Hatton 0 138 305 137
Jaffna 0 313 181 193
Kalutara 3 243 021 1,567
Kandy 1 524 122 1,584
Kankasanthurei 0 545 816 102
Kantale 0 339 632 262
Kebithigollewa 0 290 573 376
Kegalle 0 413 187 350
Kelaniya 20 220 063 10,067
Kilinochchi 0 282 509 92
Kuliyapitiya 1 633 673 1,295
Kurunegala 0 907 310 1,041
Matale 1 033 747 1,000
Mannar 0 483 436 259
Matara 3 506 940 1,763
Monaragala 0 919 823 575
Mount Lavinia 9 377 840 5,955
Mullativu 0 475 897 128
Negombo 9 508 332 4,535
Nikaweratiya 0 862 776 559
Nugegoda 24 012 229 9,504
Nuwara Eliya 1 624 076 162
Panadura 3 000 108 2,307
Polonnaruwa 1 176 511 793
Puttalam 6 185 745 1,232




Ratnapura 1 326 750 864
Seethawakapura 1 027 744 694
Tangalle 493 423 568 1,755
Theldeniya 0 486 308 500
Trincomalee 1 779 846 709
Vavuniya 0 337 460 291
Agencies

CCD 5 454 000 263
PNB 18 355 000 442
PNB & Custom 1 075 000 1
PNB, SL Navy 2,704 462 000 2
Navy 63 718 000 0
STF 20 485 000 1,420
Walana Anti Corruption 0 933 000 129
Unit

Exercise Dept. 1 138 000 953
Central Mail Exchange 4 222 000 3
giisizei:;NO”h Crime 369 428 000 2

In 2025, a total of 1,822 kg of heroin was seized across Sri Lanka, resulting in 81,406
court cases. This represents a significant increase in the quantity of heroin seized
compared with previous years, indicating the continued availability and trafficking
of heroin within the country. Among law enforcement agencies, the Police Narcotics
Bureau (PNB) recorded the highest single agency seizure with 41.24 kg, followed by
the Sri Lanka Navy (14.80 kg), while PNB and Sri Lanka Navy joint operations
resulted in the largest individual seizure of 1,006.42 kg. The Special Task Force
(STF) also contributed with notable seizures.

Among police divisions, the highest heroin seizure was reported from Elpitiya
(32.92 kg), followed by Nugegoda (19.55 kg) and Kelaniya (17.52 kg). Other
divisions with considerable seizure quantities included Colombo North (12.23 kg),
Nuwara Eliya (12.14 kg), and Gampaha (9.42 kg). In terms of court cases, Colombo
North recorded the highest number (10,779 cases), followed by Mount Lavinia
(7,336 cases) and Colombo Central (5,457 cases).



Table 45 — Quantity of Heroin Seized and Number of Court Cases by Police Divisions &
Other Agencies 2025

Seized Quantity Number of
Court
Kg 8 mg Cases
Police Divisions
Anuradhapura 5 864 680 1854
Ampara 0 459 820 468
Badulla 0 486 031 416
Bandarawela 0 961 977 620
Batticaloa 0 315 509 310
Chilaw 3 773 498 2,134
Colombo Central 9 045 400 5,488
Colombo North 12 229 227 10,779
Colombo South 4 912 624 3,565
Elpitiya 32 919 892 2,806
Embilipitiya 0 191 067 341
Galle 2 778 693 2,622
Gampaha 9 424 122 4,494
Gampola 0 339 137 359
Hatton 0 119 802 163
Jaffna 0 836 274 802
Kaluthara 4 427 626 1,090
Kandy 2 324 402 3,268
Kankasanthurei 0 306 810 193
Kanthale 0 050 960 67
Kebithigollewa 0 149 680 217
Kegalle 0 680 435 607
Kelaniya 17 523 959 2,918
Kilinochchi 0 323 477 177
Kuliyapitiya 2 424 237 1,581
Kurunegala 1 626 833 1,760
Matale 0 722 211 1,345




Mannar 0 184 370 139
Matara 3 895 146 2,847
Monaragala 0 339 204 243
Mount Lavinia 7 767 005 7,336
Mullativu 0 356 618 146
Negombo 6 975 736 3,900
Nikaweratiya 0 851 772 824
Nugegoda 19 545 841 4,961
Nuwara Eliya 12 143 467 67
Panadura 2 712 449 2,224
Polonnaruwa 0 830 776 690
Puttalam 0 373 235 334
Rathnapura 0 727 291 785
Seethawakapura 1 926 823 652
Tangalle 553 530 468 2,062
Theldeniya 0 898 752 667
Trincomalee 0 458 157 343
Vavunia 0 129 474 295
Agencies

Walana Anti Corruption 1 141 812 220
Unit

PNB 41 239 976 320
SL Navy 14 802 000 1
PNB & SL Navy 1,006 421 000 11
STF 19 680 813 1,011
Excise Department of SL 1 200 000 552
Colombo Crime Division 5 186 820 239

(Source: Police Narcotics Bureau, 2025)

In 2025, law enforcement agencies in Sri Lanka seized a total of 17,193 kg of
cannabis, resulting in 76,413 court cases. The highest quantities were recorded
through major enforcement operations conducted by specialized agencies, including
the Sri Lanka Navy (3,214 kg), the Special Task Force (STF) (2,713 kg), and the
Police Narcotics Bureau (PNB) (1,069 kg). These seizures highlight the continued



role of specialized law enforcement units in disrupting large-scale cannabis
trafficking activities.

Among police divisions, the highest cannabis seizures were reported from Mannar
(1,566 kg), followed by Kilinochchi (1,195 kg) and Jaftna (1,100 kg), indicating a
significant concentration of large-scale cannabis seizures in the Northern region.
Other notable seizures were recorded in Tangalle (686 kg), Monaragala (674 kg),
Embilipitiya (522 kg), and Bandarawela (520 kg).

In terms of court cases, Colombo North recorded the highest number of cannabis-
related cases (7,938), followed by Nugegoda (6,931) and Mount Lavinia (6,194),
reflecting higher case volumes in urban areas despite comparatively lower seizure
quantities. The distribution of seizures and court cases demonstrates the widespread

nature of cannabis-related offences across Sri Lanka

Table 46 — Quantity of Cannabis Seized and Number of Court Cases by Police Divisions
& Other Agencies 2025
Seized Quantity Number of Court
Kg | g Cases
Police Divisions
Anuradhapura 65 010 822
Ampara 60 645 1,246
Badulla 15 398 914
Bandarawela 520 225 1,094
Batticaloa 1 557 443
Chillaw 379 340 1,047
Colombo Central 5 697 5,091
Colombo North 39 788 7,938
Colombo South 12 352 3,870
Elpitiya 12 653 1,765
Embilipitiya 521 637 787
Galle 15 102 2,050
Gampaha 6 011 2,020
Gampola 6 788 546
Hatton 0 661 314




Jaffna 1,110 011 397
Kaluthara 21 229 1,837
Kandy 6 542 1,459
Kanthale 2 784 366

Kankasanthurei 752 822 431
Kilinochchi 1,194 986 234
Kebithigollewa 3 779 573
Kegalle 1 200 477
Kelaniya 117 270 2,188
Kuliyapitiya 17 177 941
Kurunagala 20 962 1,068
Mannar 1,566 031 329
Matale 21 864 1,256
Matara 12 756 2,614
Mullativu 143 544 278
Monaragala 674 360 2,120
Mount Lavinia 36 438 6,194
Negombo 258 110 2,055
Nikaweratiya 1 696 883
Nugegoda 46 629 6,931
Nuwara Eliya 2 242 538
Panadura 4 297 1,653
Polonnaruwa 92 086 1,079
Puttalam 52 817 780
Rathnapura 17 268 1,121
Seethawakapura 18 125 760
Tangalle 685 763 3,478
Theldeniya 4 469 897
Trincomalee 18 354 514
Vavunia 12 093 408




Agencies

PNB 1,068 839 65
Walana Anti Corruption Unit 131 561 275
Special Task Force 2,713 297 614
SL Navy 3,214 287 20
Excise Dept. of Sri Lanka 3 995 1,482
CCD 133 099 20
Police Narcotics Bureau & Sri

Lanka Navy 0 S ’
Sri Lanka Army 399 200 1

(Source: Police Narcotics Bureau, 2025)




STATISTICS ON DRUG TRAFFICKING THROUGH
CENTRAL MAIL EXCHANGE

In 2025, the Central Mail Exchange continued to be identified as a channel used for
the trafficking of illicit drugs, with Sri Lanka Customs recording a total of 86 drug-
related cases involving a combined seizure of 141,255 g of controlled substances.
The highest quantity seized was Cannabis (85,536 g from 55 cases), followed by
Methamphetamine (51,284 g from 26 cases). Other substances detected included
Cannabis Oil (3,227 g from 2 cases), Cocaine (1,202 g from 2 cases), and a small
quantity of LSD (6 g from 1 case), while no heroin seizures were reported through

this channel during the year.

These detections, made with the support of Central Mail Exchange officials,
demonstrate the continued cooperation between Sri Lanka Customs, PNB and
relevant authorities in preventing the misuse of postal networks for drug trafficking.
The presence of multiple types of illicit substances in postal consignments highlights
the evolving methods used by traffickers to distribute drugs and emphasizes the need
for strengthened monitoring mechanisms, advanced detection technologies, and
continued inter-agency collaboration to address drug trafficking through postal and

courier channels.
Table 47 - Statistics on Seizures Made by Sri Lanka Customs on Drug
Trafficking Through Central Mail Exchange in 2025
: Number of
Drug Quantity (g) Cases

Cannabis 85,536 55
Cannabis Oil 3,227
Cocaine 1,202
Methamphetamine 51,284 26
Heroin 0 0
Other (LSD) 6 1
Total 141,255 86

(Source: Sri Lanka Customs, 2025)



FOREIGN NATIONALS ARRESTED IN SRI LANKA
FOR DRUG-RELATED OFFENCES

In 2025, a total of 48 foreign nationals were recorded in drug-related cases in Sri
Lanka, representing a substantial increase compared with 21 individuals in 2024, 18
in 2023, 27 in 2022, and 25 in 2021. The highest number of arrests in 2025 involved
Indian nationals (29 individuals), accounting for more than half of all foreign
nationals recorded during the year. Other notable cases involved Canadian nationals
(5 individuals), Thai nationals (3 individuals), and United States nationals (2
individuals), while single cases were recorded from Belarus, Bosnia, Britain, Brazil,
Denmark, Indonesia, Malaysia, and the Maldives. The increasing involvement of
foreign nationals, particularly the significant rise in cases involving Indian nationals,
highlights the transnational nature of drug-related activities and the continued

importance of international cooperation, intelligence sharing, and coordinated

enforcement measures.
Table 48 - Distribution of Foreign Nationals Arrested in Sri Lanka
Country 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
Belarus 0 0 0 0 1
Bosnian 0 0 0 0 1
Bolivian 0 0 1 0 0
British 0 0 0 0 2
Brazil 0 0 0 0 1
Canadian 0 0 0 0 5
China 0 0 0 1 0
Denmark 0 0 0 0 1
Ghana 0 0 0 2 0
Indian 0 8 1 3 29
Iranian 5 14 6 0 0
Indonesian 0 0 1 0 1
Italian 0 0 1 0 0
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SRI LANKANS ARRESTED IN ABROAD
FOR DRUG-RELATED OFFENCES

No cases involving Sri Lankan nationals arrested abroad for drug-related offences
were reported during 2025.

Table 49 — Distribution of Sri Lankans Arrested in Abroad
Country 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
India 0 3 0 6 0
Malaysia 0 0 1 0 0
Pakistan 0 0 1 0 0
Maldives 0 0 0 5 0
Total 0 3 2 11 0

(Source: Police Narcotics Bureau, 2021 — 2025)
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PRICES OF DRUGS

The 2025 data indicate different price trends across major illicit drugs in Sri Lanka,
with notable increases observed for Cannabis, Heroin, and Cocaine, while
Methamphetamine prices remained comparatively stable. Cannabis recorded a 7.1%
increase in street-level price, from LKR 140,000 to LKR 150,000 per kg, while its
wholesale price remained stable at LKR 110,000. Heroin continued its upward trend,
with the street-level price increasing by 10% to LKR 22 million per kg, the highest
recorded during 2021-2025, while the wholesale price remained at LKR 18 million.
Cocaine recorded the most significant price movement in 2025, with the street-level
price increasing by 9.4% to LKR 35 million per kg, while the wholesale price rose
sharply by 33.3% to LKR 40 million, exceeding the street-level price.

In contrast, Methamphetamine prices showed relative stability in 2025, with the
street-level price remaining at LKR 16 million per kg and the wholesale price
increasing marginally from LKR 14.5 million to LKR 15 million. Overall, the five-
year trend demonstrates substantial upward movement in the prices of Heroin and
Cocaine, particularly at the street and wholesale levels, while cannabis showed a
moderate increase in street-level price and Methamphetamine remained relatively
stable. These variations in drug prices provide an important indication of changes in
the illicit drug market and should be considered alongside trends in drug availability,
seizures, trafficking and enforcement activities when assessing the evolving drug
situation in Sri Lanka.
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STREET LEVEL & WHOLESALE PRICES OF DRUGS

The table Number 50 shows that cannabis prices in 2025 increased at street level
while remaining unchanged at the wholesale level compared with 2024. The street-
level price rose from LKR 140,000 per kg in 2024 to LKR 150,000 in 2025,
representing an increase of approximately 7.1%, returning to the same level recorded
in2021. In contrast, the wholesale price remained at LKR 110,000 per kg, unchanged
from 2024 and lower than the LKR 120,000-130,000 range recorded during
2021-2023. Overall, the data indicate a moderate increase in street-level Cannabis
prices in 2025, while wholesale prices remained comparatively low and stable.

Table 50 - Street Level & Wholesale Prices of Cannabis per Kilogram
Year Street Level Prices (LKR) Wholesale Prices
(LKR)
2021 150,000.00 120,000.00
2022 160,000.00 130,000.00
2023 160,000.00 130,000.00
2024 140,000.00 110,000.00
2025 150,000.00 120,000.00

The table number 51 indicates a continued increase in the street-level price of Heroin
in 2025, while the wholesale price remained unchanged compared with the previous
year. In 2025, the street-level price increased from LKR 20 million per kg in 2024 to
LKR 22 million, representing a 10% increase and the highest price recorded during
the 2021-2025 period. The wholesale price remained at LKR 18 million per kg,
unchanged from 2024, although it was substantially higher than the prices reported
between 2021 and 2023. Overall, the trend shows a steady increase in heroin prices
over the five-year period, particularly at the street level, with a widening gap between
street-level and wholesale prices in 2025.
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Table 51 - Street Level & Wholesale Prices of Heroin per Kilogram

Year Street Level Prices (LKR) Whol:iil(l;;’rices
2021 13,000,000.00 11,000,000.00
2022 14,000,000.00 12,500,000.00
2023 17,500,000.00 15,000,000.00
2024 20,000,000.00 18,000,000.00
2025 22,000,000.00 18,000,000.00

The table number 52 indicates a continued increase in both street-level and
wholesale prices of Cocaine during 2021-2025, with a notable change in the
wholesale market in 2025. In 2025, the street-level price increased from LKR 32
million per kg in 2024 to LKR 35 million, representing an increase of approximately
9.4% and the highest street-level price recorded during the period. More
significantly, the wholesale price increased from LKR 30 million to LKR 40 million
perkg, a 33.3% increase, making the 2025 wholesale price the highest recorded over
the five-year period and exceeding the street-level price by LKR 5 million. Overall,
the data demonstrate a strong upward trend in cocaine prices, with the sharpest
increase occurring in the wholesale price in 2025.

Table 52 - Street Level & Wholesale Prices of Cocaine per Kilogram

Wholesale Prices

Year Street Level Price (LKR) (LKR)

2021 20,000,000.00 18,000,000.00
2022 25,000,000.00 20,000,000.00
2023 27,500,000.00 25,000,000.00
2024 32,000,000.00 30,000,000.00
2025 35,000,000.00 40,000,000.00
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The table number 53 indicates that Methamphetamine prices remained relatively
stable in 2025, following fluctuations during the previous four years. In 2025, the
street-level price remained at LKR 16 million per kg, unchanged from 2024, while
the wholesale price increased slightly from LKR 14.5 million to LKR 15 million,
representing an increase of approximately 3.4%. Compared with 2021, the 2025
street-level price was higher by LKR 1 million (6.7%), while the wholesale price
increased by LKR 4 million (36.4%). Overall, the data suggest that
Methamphetamine prices showed limited movement in 2025, with the street-level

price remaining stable and the wholesale price showing a modest increase after the
declinerecorded in 2024.

Table 53 - Street Level & Wholesale Prices of Methamphetamine per

Kilogram
Year Street Level Prices (LKR) P:)iil;gl:li?gl)
2021 15,000,000.00 11,000,000.00
2022 17,000,000.00 15,000,000.00
2023 17,000,000.00 15,000,000.00
2024 16,000,000.00 14,500,000.00
2025 16,000,000.00 15,000,000.00

Table 54 - Street Level & Wholesale Prices of Hashish per Kilogram

Year Street Level Prices (LKR) Pl\')i‘;l:s)l(el_sfllé;)
2021 - 3
2022 - 3
2023 - -
2024 5,000,000.00 4,000,000.00
2025 5,000,000.00 4,000,000.00
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Figure - 2.1

Average street level prices of drugs - 2025
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(Source: Police Narcotics Bureau, 2021 — 2025)
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DRUG TRAFFICKING RELATED MONEY LAUNDERING

CASES FOR 2025

Table - 55 Statistics of Drug-related Suspicious Transaction Reports (STRs)
and Information Requests

of total information
requests

Category Description Value
Suspicious Transaction Number of drug-related 326
Reports STRs* received

Drug-related information
requests from LEAs** 213
and Magistrate Courts
Information Requests Drug-related information
requests as a percentage 36.72%
. (V]

(Source : Financial Intelligence Unit)

*  Reports submitted under Section 7 of the Financial Transaction Reporting Act
No. 6 of 2006, by Financial Institutions and Designated Non-Financial

Businesses and Professions.

** Requests are made under Section 15(1) (a) of the Financial Transaction

Reporting Act No. 6 0f2006.

In 2025, 326 drug-related Suspicious Transaction Reports (STRs) were received
from financial institutions and designated non-financial businesses and professions
under Section 7 of the Financial Transaction Reporting Act No. 6 0o 2006. During the
same period, 213 drug-related information requests were received from law
enforcement agencies and Magistrate Courts under Section 15(1)(a) of the Act.
Drug-related requests accounted for 36.72% of all information requests, indicating
the significant contribution of drug trafficking-related financial investigations to the

overall financial intelligence workload.
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The relatively high share of drug-related information requests (36.72%) highlights
the importance of financial intelligence and anti-money laundering measures in
identifying and investigating financial activities associated with drug trafficking.

A significant progressive measure in strengthening the financial investigation
response to drug trafficking was the enactment of the Proceeds of Crime Act, No. 5 of
2025. The Act establishes a comprehensive framework for identifying, tracing and
investigating suspected proceeds of crime, including through financial analysis and
access to relevant banking, financial and digital transaction information. It also
provides for the establishment of the Proceeds of Crime Investigation Division
(PCID) of the Sri Lanka Police and empowers Investigation Officers to detect and
seize suspected proceeds, followed by judicial freezing and forfeiture where
appropriate. Importantly, investigations may be initiated based on intelligence,
complaints, court orders, information from the Financial Intelligence Unit and other
credible sources. The Act therefore strengthens Sri Lanka's capacity to follow and
disrupt the financial proceeds of drug trafficking, complementing existing
mechanisms for detecting and investigating drug-related money laundering.
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CLANDESTINE LABORATARIES

In 2025, Sri Lankan law enforcement authorities detected a clandestine laboratory in
the Weligama area of Matara District. The case involved the production of
mephedrone (4-MMC), a synthetic cathinone, by a Moldovan national, representing
a concerning development in the emergence of local illicit synthetic-drug
production.

The laboratory was operated as a home-based setup, occupying a small and
concealed space within a residential premise. Rather than constituting an industrial-
scale operation, it appeared to be a mini-laboratory designed for low-volume
production, potentially intended for local distribution. Officers from the National
Narcotics Laboratory of the National Dangerous Drugs Control Board (NDDCB)
actively participated in the on-site inspection and subsequent laboratory analysis.

The analytical examination confirmed that the case was associated with the illicit
production of mephedrone. The detection highlights the emerging threat posed by
domestic synthetic-drug manufacture in Sri Lanka. It also underscores the
importance of continued vigilance, effective inter-agency coordination, and the

strengthening of forensic and technical capacities to detect, investigate, and prevent

the establishment and expansion of clandestine drug-production facilities.
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PRECURSOR CHEMICALS INFORMATION IN SRI LANKA

Precursor chemicals are widely used in legitimate industrial, pharmaceutical, and
manufacturing processes. However, due to their dual-use nature, many of these
chemicals can also be diverted for the illicit manufacture of synthetic drugs.
Recognizing this risk, the Government of Sri Lanka has established a comprehensive
regulatory framework to prevent the diversion of precursor chemicals, in line with
the United Nations Convention against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances, 1988.

To strengthen national control measures, the Convention against Illicit Traffic in
Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act, No. 01 of 2008 was enacted,
providing the legal basis for regulating 24 internationally controlled precursor
chemicals. The Precursor Control Authority (PCA) was established on 25 October
2010 under the National Dangerous Drugs Control Board (NDDCB) to implement
and enforce the provisions of the Act. At the international level, the International
Narcotics Control Board (INCB) monitors the implementation of precursor control
measures and facilitates international cooperation to prevent the diversion of

precursor chemicals into illicit drug manufacture.

Sri Lanka does not manufacture precursor chemicals; consequently, all controlled
precursor chemicals required for industrial and pharmaceutical purposes are
imported. In 2025, imports increased for several key chemicals compared with the
previous year, particularly sulphuric acid, which reached 6,668,716.83 kg,
representing an increase of nearly 89% from 3,537,356.64 kg in 2024 and the highest
volume recorded during the 2021-2025 period. Hydrochloric acid imports also
increased substantially to 4,802,656.64 kg, compared with 3,755,587.34 kg in 2024,
while potassium permanganate imports nearly doubled from 31,000.00 kg to
62,000.50 kg, marking the highest level recorded over the last five years. Imports of
acetone showed a modest increase to 931,057.31 kg, whereas toluene imports
continued their gradual declining trend, decreasing to 955,711.17 kg, the lowest
volume reported during the five-year period. Similarly, methyl ethyl ketone imports
declined from 335,487.63 kg in 2024 to 282,635.22 kg in 2025. Small quantities of
acetic anhydride (43.80 kg), piperonal (180 kg), anthranilic acid (10 kg), and
piperidine (0.50 kg) were also imported during the year, while no imports of safrole,
ephedrine, phenylacetic acid, or norephedrine were recorded. These chemicals are
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internationally recognized as essential precursors used in the illicit manufacture of
synthetic drugs, including methamphetamine, amphetamine-type stimulants (ATS),
MDMA (ecstasy), MDA, LSD, and methaqualone.

Exports of precursor chemicals from Sri Lanka continued to remain extremely
limited, reflecting the country's stringent regulatory controls. In 2025, the only
recorded export was 50 kg of safrole, while no exports of hydrochloric acid,
sulphuric acid, acetone, toluene, methyl ethyl ketone, or other controlled precursor
chemicals were reported. This contrasts with previous years, when only negligible
exports of hydrochloric acid (2024), acetone (2023), and small quantities of other
chemicals were recorded, demonstrating that precursor chemical exports remain

infrequent and tightly regulated.

To minimize the risk of diversion of precursor chemicals for illicit drug manufacture,
the Precursor Control Authority continued to implement a comprehensive regulatory
and monitoring system, including:

o Issuing licences for the import, export, possession, distribution, and use of

controlled precursor chemicals;
e Verifying end-use declarations and legitimate industrial requirements;
e Conducting inspections of licensed premises and reviewing permits for

regulatory compliance;
e Monitoring stock levels, utilization records, and movement of precursor

chemicals; and
e (Cooperating with national law enforcement agencies and the International

Narcotics Control Board (INCB) to strengthen international information

exchange and prevent illicit diversion.
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PRECURSOR CHEMICALS INFORMATION

Table 56 — Precursor Chemicals Imported to Sri Lanka

Precursor 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
Chemicals kg kg kg kg ke
Hydrochloric

Acid 4,145,172.00 | 3,484,457 | 3,540,822 | 3,755,587.34 | 4,802,656.64
Sulphuric

Acid 4,174,718.00 | 3,535,448 | 3,672,750 | 3,537,356.64 | 6,668,716.83
Potassium

Permanganate | >4,964.00 20,009 55,000 31,000.00 62,000.50
Toluene 1,799,646.00 | 1,121,348 | 986,096 | 1,088,481.04 955,711.17
Ethyl ether 9,798.00 3,315 555 1,266.77 715.55
Acetone 1,127,279.00 | 928,997 | 821,788 | 909,457.16 | 931,057.31
Methyl ethyl

Ketone 320,820.00 226,984 233,582 335,487.63 282,635.22
Acetic

anhydride 126.00 o1 3 ] 4380
Phenylacetic 8.00 - 0.02 - -
Plperonal 170.00 _ 25 130.0 180
Safrole 20 - - - -
Ephedrine _ - 8 1.0 -
Anthranilic

acid 1,902.00 6 6 4.0 10.0
Piperidine 100 24,558 0.35 0.99 0.50
Acetylanthran

iic acid 1,040.00 105,784 - - -
1-Phenyny 1-

2 Propanone 25000 i ) ) ]
Ergometrine - - 0.02 - -
Norephedrine . - - 29.0 -
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Table 57 — Precursor Chemicals Export from Sri Lanka

Precursor Chemicals 12(0;]14 21222 21(;2; 2122; 22;5
Hydrochloric Acid 1,200 - - 108 -
Sulphuric Acid 3,000 - - - -
Tolune 4 - - - -
Acetone 12 - 160.0 - -
Methyl ethyl Ketone - - - - -
Piperonal - - - - -
Safrole - - - - 50

(Source: Sri Lanka Customs, 2021-2025)
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DRUG-RELATED PRISON ADMISSIONS IN SRI LANKA

In 2025, Sri Lanka recorded a total of 44,406 prison admissions, of which 29,177
admissions (65.7%) were related to narcotic offences, making drug-related offences the
largest category among all prison admissions. Although the number of narcotic-related
admissions declined slightly compared with 2024, the proportion remained the highest
recorded during the five-year period, highlighting the continued impact of drug-related
offences on the criminal justice system.

The majority of narcotic-related prison admissions were male (28,885 admissions),
accounting for 66.1% of male prison admissions, while female admissions totalled 292
cases (40.8% of female prison admissions). This indicates the continued predominance
of males among drug-related offenders, while the involvement of females in narcotic-
related offences remains an important area requiring gender-responsive prevention and
rehabilitation interventions.

In terms of substances involved, heroin remained the most common drug associated with
prison admissions in 2025, accounting for 13,094 cases (44.9%). However, its relative
contribution has declined considerably compared with previous years. In contrast,
methamphetamine-related admissions increased to 10,903 cases (37.4%),
demonstrating the growing significance of synthetic stimulants within the drug offence
profile. Cannabis-related admissions accounted for 4,645 cases (15.9%), while other
substances such as opium, tablets, and other narcotics represented only a small
proportion. The age distribution indicates that narcotic-related prison admissions were
concentrated among adults, particularly those aged 3140 years (8,635 admissions) and
23-30 years (7,350 admissions). Together, these groups accounted for more than half of
all narcotic-related prison admissions, reflecting the significant involvement of young
and middle-aged adults in drug-related offences.

Overall, the 2025 prison admission data demonstrate two major trends: the continued
dominance of narcotic offences within the prison population and the changing nature of
drug-related offending, characterized by the declining share of heroin-related cases and
the rapid growth of methamphetamine-related admissions. These trends emphasize the
need for strengthened prevention, treatment, rehabilitation, and reintegration measures
to address drug-related offending in Sri Lanka.
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PRISON ADMISSIONS BY OFFENCE

Table 58 - Total Prison Admissions by Offence ( Male & Female )
2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Type of Offence Nos. Nos. Nos. Nos. Nos.
Narcotic 9,344 18,484 29,192 31,314 | 29,177
% 64.2 60.9 62.2 65.5 65.7
Excise 1,213 2,950 3,947 4,802 | 4,590
% 8.3 9.7 8.4 10.0 10.3
Theft 471 1,330 2,544 1,932 1,958
% 3.2 4.4 5.4 4.0 4.4
Murder 31 14 99 78 123
% 0.2 0.0 0.2 0.2 0.3
Unlawful Intercourse 3 0 5 2 1
% 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Culpable Homicide 33 34 61 23 40
% 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.1
Others 3,452 7,519 11,091 9,632 | 8,517
% 23.7 24.8 23.6 20.2 19.2
Total 14,547 30,331 46,939 47,783 | 44,406
% 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 | 100.0

In 2025, Sri Lanka recorded a total of 44,406 prison admissions, of which 29,177
admissions (65.7%) were related to narcotic offences, making drug-related offences
the largest category among all prison admissions. Although the number of narcotic-
related admissions declined slightly compared with 31,314 admissions in 2024, the
proportion remained the highest recorded during the five-year period (2021-2025),
increasing from 64.2% in 2021 to 65.7% in 2025. This indicates the continued
dominance of narcotic offences within the prison population.

Excise-related offences accounted for the second-largest category in 2025, with
4,590 admissions (10.3%), showing a gradual increase in its share compared with
8.3% in 2021 and 10.0% in 2024. Other offences such as theft (1,958 admissions;
4.4%) and murder (123 admissions; 0.3%) represented comparatively smaller
proportions of total prison admissions.
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Overall, the data demonstrate that narcotic offences continue to be the primary
contributor to prison admissions in Sri Lanka, accounting for nearly two-thirds of all
admissions over the past five years. The consistently high proportion of drug-related
admissions highlights the significant burden of drug-related offences on the criminal
justice system and the continued need for effective prevention, treatment,
rehabilitation, and reintegration measures to reduce drug-related offending.

Figure - 6.1

Prison admissions by offence
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Table 59 — Male Prison Admissions by Offences

Type of Offence 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

N N N N N
Narcotic 9,261 19,094 28,867 30,946 28,885
% 64.6 63.0 62.4 66.0 66.1
Excise 1,179 2,490 3,847 4,652 4,493
% 8.2 8.2 8.3 9.9 10.3
Theft 455 1,330 2,496 1,863 1,912
% 3.2 4.4 5.4 4.0 4.4
Murder 30 53 97 76 116
% 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.3
Unlawful 3 0 5 2 1
Intercourse % 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Culpable 31 34 61 23 40
Homicide % 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.1
Others 3,373 7,330 10,922 9,336 8,244
% 23.5 24.2 23.6 19.9 18.9
Total 14,332 30,331 46,295 46,898 43,691
% 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

In 2025, male prison admissions in Sri Lanka totalled 43,691, with narcotic-related
offences accounting for the highest proportion at 66.1% (28,885 admissions). This
represents a slight increase compared with 66.0% in 2024 and remains higher than
the proportion recorded in 2021 (64.6%), indicating the continued dominance of
drug-related offences among male prison admissions. Excise-related offences were
the second-largest category, accounting for 10.3% (4,493 admissions) in 2025. The
data highlight that narcotic offences continue to be the primary contributor to male
prison admissions, emphasizing the need for targeted prevention, treatment, and
rehabilitation interventions addressing drug-related offending among men.
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Figure - 6.2

Male prison admissions by offence - 2025
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In 2025, female prison admissions in Sri Lanka totalled 715, with narcotic-related
offences accounting for the largest share at 40.8% (292 admissions). Although the
number of female admissions for narcotic offences declined from the highest
recorded level of 368 admissions in 2024, narcotic offences have remained the
leading offence category among female prisoners throughout the five-year period.
The proportion of narcotic-related admissions increased from 38.6% in 2021 to
40.8% 1n 2025, reaching its highest level in 2023 (50.5%). Excise-related offences
accounted for the second-largest category among female admissions in 2025,
representing 13.6% (97 admissions). The continued prominence of narcotic offences
among female prison admissions highlights the importance of gender-responsive
prevention, treatment, and rehabilitation interventions for women involved in drug-
related activities.
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Table 60 — Female Prison Admissions by Offences

TypeofOffmee | NI | 22 | 203 | 20 | 205
Narcotic &3 161 325 368 292
% 38.6 413 50.5 41.6 40.8
Excise 34 63 100 150 97
% 15.8 16.2 15.5 16.9 13.6
Theft 16 45 48 69 46
% 7.4 11.5 7.5 7.8 6.4
Murder 1 0 2 2 7
% 0.5 0 0.3 0.2 1.0
Unlawful Intercourse 0 0 0 0 0
%o 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Culpable Homicide 2 2 0 0 0
% 0.9 0.5 0.0 0.0 0.0
Others 79 119 169 296 273
% 36.7 30.5 26.2 33.4 38.2
Total 215 390 644 885 715
% 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
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Table 61 — Distribution of Narcotic Drugs Related Prison Admissions by Drug
2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
Drug
N % N % N % N % N %
Cannabis 910 | 9.7 | 2,656 | 139 | 3916 | 13.4 | 4,988 | 159 | 4,645 | 159
Heroin 7,094 | 759 | 12,913 | 67.6 | 18,365 | 62.9 | 16,664 | 53.2 | 13,094 | 44.9
Opium 13 0.1 167 0.9 16 0.1 16 0.1 32 0.1
Methamphe-
G CAMPRET |00 | 3240 | 170 | 6767 | 232 | 9454 | 302 | 10,903 | 37.4
Tablets 0 0.0 44 0.2 62 0.2 126 0.4 220 0.8
Others 1,327 | 142 74 0.4 66 0.2 66 0.2 283 1.0
Total 9,334 | 100.0 | 19,094 | 100.0 | 29,192 | 100.0 | 31,314 | 100.0 | 29,177 | 100.0
Figure - 6.4
Prison admissions by drug
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In 2025, narcotic drug-related prison admissions in Sri Lanka totalled 29,177, with

heroin remaining the most commonly associated drug, accounting for 44.9% (13,094

admissions). However, the contribution of heroin-related admissions has shown a

continuous decline over the five years, decreasing from 75.9% in 2021 to 44.9% in

2025, indicating a significant shift in the pattern of drug-related offences.
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In contrast, methamphetamine-related prison admissions have increased
substantially, rising from 3,240 admissions (17.0%) in 2022 to 10,903 admissions
(37.4%) in 2025, making it the second-largest category of narcotic-related prison
admissions. This upward trend reflects the growing impact of synthetic stimulant use
and related offences in Sri Lanka. Cannabis-related admissions accounted for 15.9%
(4,645 admissions) in 2025, maintaining a relatively stable share compared with
15.9% in 2024, but showing an increase from 9.7% in 2021.

Other categories, including tablets (0.8%), opium (0.1%), and other narcotic
substances (1.0%), represented only a small proportion of narcotic-related prison
admissions in 2025. Overall, the data demonstrate a changing drug offence profile in
Sri Lanka, with a notable decline in the relative contribution of heroin and a
substantial increase in methamphetamine-related admissions, highlighting the
evolving nature of the illicit drug market.
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DRUG-RELATED PRISON ADMISSIONS

BY ETHNICITY AND RELIGION

Table 62 — Distribution of Narcotic Drug-Related Prison Admissions by Ethnicity

Ethnicity 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
Nos. | % Nos. % Nos. % Nos. % Nos. | %
Sinhala 6,599 | 70.6 | 13,306 | 69.7 | 19,845 | 68.0 | 20,288 | 64.8 | 19,518 | 64.8
Tamil 1,274 | 13.6 | 2,528 | 13.2 | 4,090 | 14.0 | 4,718 15.1 4,208 | 15.1
Muslim | 1,427 | 153 | 3,253 | 17.0 | 5,185 | 17.8 | 6,205 19.8 5,367 | 19.8
Malay 6 0.1 1 0.0 11 0.0 7 0.0 19 0.1
Burgher 1 0.0 0 0.0 48 0.2 49 0.2 65 0.2
Others 37 0.4 6 0.1 13 0.0 47 0.1 0 0.0
Foreigner | 28 0.3 4 0.0 5 0.0 46 0.1 0 0.0
Total 9,344 | 100.0 | 19,094 | 100.0 | 29,192 | 100.0 | 31,314 | 100.0 | 29,177 | 100

Figure - 6.5

Prison Admissions by Ethnicity

0.2%
0.1%

H Sinhala
Tamil

B Muslim

® Malay

B Burgher

= Others

133




Table 63 — Distribution of Narcotic Drug-Related Prison Admissions by Religion
2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
Religion
Nos. % Nos. % Nos. % Nos. % Nos. %
Buddhist | 6363 | 68.1 | 12,394 | 64.9 | 18,258 | 62.5 | 18,179 | 58.1 | 17,283 59.2
Hindu 846 9.1 2478 | 13.0 | 3,339 | 114 | 3,674 11.7 3,203 [11.0
Islam 1,522 | 16.3 | 3,013 | 158 | 5,207 | 17.8 | 6,274 20.0 5,379 | 18.4
Roman | s15 | 55 | 636 | 33 | 1,650 | 5.7 | 1931 | 62 | 1,706 | 5.8
Catholic
Other 98 | 1.0 | 571 | 3.0 | 733 | 2.5 | 1252 | 40 | 1,600 | 5.5
Christian
Others 0 0.0 2 0.0 5 0.0 4 0.0 6 0.0
Total 9,344 | 100.0 | 19,094 | 100.0 | 29,192 | 100.0 | 31,314 | 100.0 | 29,177 | 100
Figure - 6.6
Prison Admissions by Religion
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DRUG-RELATED PRISON ADMISSIONS BY DISTRICTS

Table 64 — Distribution of Narcotic Drug-Related Prison Admissions by Districts

District 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
Colombo 4,391 9,286 14,012 17,357 15,400
Gampaha 1,764 3,549 6,321 5,016 4,295
Kalutara 402 312 1,468 2,064 1,898
Kandy 344 703 791 863 1,050
Matale 87 199 207 198 278
Nuwara Eliya 62 114 110 124 98
Galle 504 719 574 580 679
Matara 260 291 390 550 570
Hambantota 114 191 251 236 255
Jaftna 132 291 258 292 324
Mannar 2 51 79 39 75
Vavuniya 19 55 84 121 138
Mullativu 2 9 17 16 7
Batticaloa 36 165 224 222 213
Trincomalee 22 55 72 130 168
Ampara 75 156 193 110 160
Kurunegala 407 987 1,285 935 909
Puttalam 271 756 966 567 817
Anuradhapura 145 352 438 445 545
Polonnaruwa 49 125 182 168 164
Badulla 87 155 274 292 299
Monaragala 20 81 152 118 113
Ratnapura 101 298 518 572 526
Kegalle 39 183 292 222 188
Kilinochchi 6 6 16 25 3
Other
Countries 2 3 18 32 0
Not Reported - - - - 5

Total 9,344 19,094 29,192 31,314 29,177
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Figure - 6.7

79°|30'E 80|°E 80°|30'E 81|°E 81°|30'E 82|°E

10°N—

9°30'N

9°N—|

8°30'N—

8°N—|

7°30'N

7°N

6°30'N—

6°N—

Distribution of Narcotic Drug-Related Prison Admissions by District N
2025

Legend

Number of admissions
[]3-324

[ 325- 1050

[ 1051 - 1898
I 1899 - 4295
I 4296 - 15400

Monaragala
113

Hambantota

255

100 Kilometers
National Dangerous Drugs Control Board ST T TN AN TR SR S |

[-10°N

9°30'N

9°N

[8°30'N

[~8°N

[~7°30'N

~7°N

F6°30'N

-6°N

T T T T ) T T
79°30'E 80°E 80°30'E 81°E 81°30'E 82°E

136




DRUG-RELATED PRISON ADMISSIONS BY AGE

Table 65 — Distribution of Narcotic Drug-Related Prison Admissions by Age
Age 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
Below 16 yrs - - - - 2
17-22 yrs 712 1,480 1,757 1,672 1,636
23-30 yrs 3,180 6,123 8,491 7,847 7,350
31-40 yrs 3,164 5,948 8,941 8,667 8,635
41-50 yrs 1,352 3,504 6,046 7,548 6,591
Above 50 936 1,955 3,952 5,573 4,877
Not recorded - 84 5 7 86
Total 9,344 19,094 29,192 31,314 29,177

In 2025, narcotic drug-related prison admissions in Sri Lanka totalled 29,177. The
highest number of admissions was recorded among individuals aged 31-40 years
(8,635 admissions), followed by the 23-30 year age group (7,350 admissions).
Together, these two age categories accounted for more than half of all narcotic-
related prison admissions, indicating that adults in the economically active age
groups remain the most affected by drug-related offences.

Admissions among the 41-50 year age group accounted for 6,591 cases, while those
aged above 50 years represented 4,877 admissions, highlighting continued
involvement of older age groups in narcotic-related offences. The 17-22 year age
group accounted for 1,636 admissions, showing a slight decline compared with
previous years but continuing to represent a notable proportion of young individuals
involved in drug-related offences. Overall, the age distribution indicates that
narcotic-related prison admissions are concentrated among individuals aged 23
years and above, with a gradual increase in the contribution of older age groups

compared with earlier years.
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CHAPTER - VIi

TREATMENT ADMISSIONS
FOR SUBSTANCE USE DISODERS







TREATMENT AND REHABILITATION SERVICES

This chapter presents an overview of drug treatment admissions in Sri Lanka during
2025, based on data reported by NDDCB treatment centres and outreach services,
private treatment providers, the Bureau of Rehabilitation (BR), and other
rehabilitation service providers. The chapter illustrates the overall volume and
distribution of treatment admissions by service provider and type of treatment
setting, including institutional/residential and outreach-based services. It further
presents the demographic characteristics of individuals receiving treatment,
including sex and age distribution, and examines the primary substances associated
with treatment admissions. The chapter also highlights the contribution of different
treatment service providers and the patterns of treatment demand among individuals
with drug use disorders, providing an overview of the treatment and rehabilitation
needs reflected in the available national data. In addition, the chapter identifies key
data gaps in treatment reporting, particularly in relation to the recording of the
primary substance of use, which are important considerations when interpreting the
reported treatment admission patterns.

In 2025, a total of 6,030 treatment admissions for drug use disorders were reported in
Sri Lanka through a range of treatment service providers, including NDDCB
treatment centres, outreach services, private treatment facilities, and other
rehabilitation providers. Private treatment services accounted 41.8% admissions,
followed by NDDCB outreach services (23.4%) and treatment services of the Bureau
of Rehabilitation (BR) (21.5%).

The vast majority of individuals admitted for treatment were male (99.7%), with the
highest number of admissions observed among the 25-29-year age group (28.9%),
followed by those aged 30—-34 years (22.2%), indicating that young adults continue
to be disproportionately affected by drug use disorders. Most admissions (76.6%)
received treatment through institutional or residential care settings, while 23.4%
accessed outreach-based interventions.

Among cases with reported primary substances of use, heroin remained the leading
drug associated with treatment admissions (30.3%), followed by methamphetamine
(17.2%) and cannabis (5.7%). However, nearly 40% of treatment records lacked
information on the primary drug used. These findings provide important evidence to
inform policy development, resource allocation, and the planning of comprehensive
treatment services for individuals with drug use disorders in Sri Lanka.
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TREATMENT ADMISSIONS BY TYPE OF FACILITY

In Sri Lanka, governmental and non-governmental treatment providers provide a range
of treatment and rehabilitation services for persons affected by drug dependence,
including residential and community-based services. These services are regulated and
monitored by the National Dangerous Drugs Control Board (NDDCB) under the
provisions of the Drug Dependent Persons (Treatment and Rehabilitation) Act, No. 54
of 2007, which provides the legal framework for the regulation and oversight of
treatment and rehabilitation services for drug-dependent persons in the country.

The total number of reported drug users who received treatment services in the year
2025 was 6,030.

Figure-7.1
Treatment Admissions by Type of Facility
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In 2025, the largest proportion of treatment admissions, 2,520 individuals (41.8%),
was reported by private and non-governmental organization (NGO) treatment
services. This was followed by 1,409 individuals (23.4%) who received treatment
services through NDDCB Outreach services, while 1,299 individuals (21.5%) were
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reported by the Bureau of Rehabilitation. A further 760 individuals (12.6%) received
treatment through NDDCB residential treatment services, and 42 individuals (0.7%)
were reported by other treatment providers. Overall, these facilities and services

accounted for a total of 6,030 treatment admissions in 2025.

Table 66 — Treatment Admissions by Type of Facility
. 2022 2023 2024 2025
Facility
N % N % N % N %

NDDCB Residential 753 | 377 | 759 | 372 | 594 | 189 | 760 | 12.6
Treatment Services
Community-Based
Treatment Services 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 ,846 58.8 1 ,409 234
(NDDCB)
Private and NGO
services 355 17.8 | 456 | 224 296 9.4 |2,520 | 41.8
Designated Prisons 67 3.4 NA - NA - NA -
Bureau of Rehabilitation | 821 | 41.1 824 | 404 404 129 | 1,299 | 21.5
Other Providers 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 42 0.7
Total 1,996 | 100.0 | 2,039 | 100.0 | 3,140 | 100.0 | 6,030 | 100.0
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The distribution of admission types, as shown in Table 67, indicates that the majority
of admissions were voluntary, with 4,607 individuals seeking treatment voluntarily,
while 1,423 individuals were admitted through court referrals. The Government of
Sri Lanka promotes voluntary treatment in accordance with national treatment
standards and the rights of persons with drug use disorders, with emphasis on dignity,
respect and autonomy throughout the treatment and rehabilitation process. At the
same time, persons with substance use disorders who are involved in the criminal
justice system may undergo compulsory treatment through court referral, as an
alternative to imprisonment, where treatment and rehabilitation are considered more
appropriate to address their drug dependence and support their reintegration into
society. This approach reflects the use of both voluntary and justice-referred

treatment pathways within the national treatment and rehabilitation system.

Table 67 - Type of Admission
Type of Admission Number of persons Percentage (%)
Voluntary 4,607 76.4
Compulsory 1,423 23.6
Total 6,030 100.0

Individuals receiving treatment in 2025 were further classified according to the
treatment methods provided. Psychological counselling and behavioural therapies
were the predominant treatment approach, accounting for 5,082 individuals
(84.3%). The faith-based model was used for 549 individuals (9.1%), while 288
individuals (4.8%) received treatment through the Therapeutic Community (TC)
model. Smaller proportions were reported for the 12-Step Method (0.2%) and
Western Medicine (0.2%), while the treatment method was not reported for 91
individuals (1.5%). Overall, the data indicate that psychological and behavioural
interventions constituted the principal treatment approach among reported treatment
admissions in 2025.
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Table 68 — Treatment Admissions by Type of Treatment

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
Type/Method

N | % | N |%| N|%| N |%| N | %
Therapeutic
community 70 | 42 | 171 | 8.6 | 236 |11.6| 608 | 193 | 288 | 4.8
(TC)
Psychological
Counseling & 1 110 1 84.8 | 1311 | 65.7 | 1.437 | 70.6 | 2.323 | 74.0 | 5082 | 84.3
Behavioral
Therapies
12 Step
Mothod 26 |16 74 [37] 61 | 30| 0o |00/ 10 |02
Faith-Based | ) | 3 1 297 | 149 275 | 13.5] 209 | 6.7 | 549 | 0.1
model
Western 0o 00| o 00| o |00] o |00 10|02
Medicine
NotReported | o | g0 | 0o [00] 0 |00 0 |00/ 91 | 14

*Different treatment models have been incorporated within same treatment programme
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TREATMENT ADMISSIONS BY DISTRICT

Table 69 — Treatment Admissions by Districts

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
District ™ N"T% | N | % | N | % | N | % | N | %
Colombo 543 | 319 | 524 | 262 | 396 | 194 | 955 | 304 | 723 | 12.0
Gamapaha 474 | 27.8 | 507 | 254 | 639 | 313 | 981 | 31.2 | 683 | 11.3
Kalutara 100 5.9 156 | 7.8 106 52 501 | 16.0 | 295 4.9
Galle 97 57 | 209 | 10.5 | 130 | 6.4 129 | 4.1 304 5.0
Matara 45 2.6 55 2.7 40 2.0 24 0.8 88 1.5
Hambantota 21 1.2 19 1 11 0.5 14 0.5 130 2.2
Monaragala 5 0.3 3 0.2 7 0.3 11 0.4 17 0.3
Badulla 5 0.3 12 0.6 9 0.4 15 0.5 61 1.0
Kandy 60 3.5 40 2 44 2.2 54 1.7 | 387 6.4
Matale 14 0.8 24 1.2 12 0.6 20 0.6 115 1.9
Nuwara Eliya 2 0.1 6 0.3 5 0.3 12 0.4 84 1.4
Kegalle 38 2.2 78 3.9 53 2.6 34 1.1 119 2.0
Ratnapura 26 1.5 24 1.2 37 1.8 34 1.1 164 2.7
Kurunegala 85 5.0 122 6.1 120 5.9 71 2.3 295 4.9
Puttalam 37 22 53 2.6 120 5.9 24 0.8 154 2.6
Trincomalee 8 0.5 0.3 16 0.8 3 0.1 25 0.4
Baticaloa 1 0.1 4 0.2 15 0.7 3 0.1 16 0.3
Ampara 3 0.2 17 0.8 14 0.7 5 0.2 56 0.9
Anuradhapura | 35 2.1 31 1.5 33 1.6 25 0.8 | 261 43
Polonnaruwa 13 0.8 21 1.1 19 0.9 15 0.5 78 1.3
Jaffna 15 0.9 29 1.5 89 4.4 15 0.5 196 33
Kilinochchi 1 0.1 9 0.4 17 0.8 1 0.0 37 0.6
Mullative 0 0.0 0 0 18 0.9 9 0.3 52 0.9
Mannar 1 0.1 3 0.2 3 0.2 3 0.1 15 0.2
Vavuniya 4 0.2 1 0.2 8 0.4 5 0.2 26 0.4
Not Recorded | 70 4.1 44 2.1 78 3.8 177 57 1,649 | 273
Total 1,703 | 100.0 | 1,996 | 100.0 | 2,039 | 100.0 | 3,140 | 100.0 | 6,030 | 100.0
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Table 69 shows a marked geographical variation in treatment admissions in 2025.
The highest numbers of admissions were reported from Colombo (723; 12.0%) and
Gampaha (683; 11.3%), followed by Kandy (387; 6.4%), Galle (304; 5.0%),
Kalutara and Kurunegala (295 each; 4.9%), and Anuradhapura (261; 4.3%). In
contrast, very low numbers of admissions were reported from several districts,
including Mannar (15; 0.2%), Batticaloa (16; 0.3%), Monaragala (17; 0.3%),
Mullaitivu (52; 0.9%), and Ampara (56; 0.9%). A significant data limitation is that
the district was not recorded for 1,649 admissions (27.3%), which should be
considered when interpreting the geographical distribution of treatment admissions.
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Figure - 7.3
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TREATMENT ADMISSIONS BY DRUG FOR TREATMENT

Table 70 shows that heroin was the most frequently reported primary drug associated
with treatment admissions in 2025, accounting for 1,830 admissions (30.3%). This
was followed by methamphetamine, with 1,037 admissions (17.2%), and cannabis,
with 346 admissions (5.7%). Smaller proportions were reported for alcohol (83;
1.4%) and pharmaceutical tablets (76; 1.3%). Overall, the 2025 data indicate that
heroin and methamphetamine together accounted for nearly half (47.5%) of reported
treatment admissions, highlighting their prominent contribution to treatment

demand.
Table 70 — Treatment Admissions by Drug

Drug 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
Cannabis 218 244 382 593 346
Heroin 1,464 1,738 1,521 1,100 1,830
Methamphe- ; 0 139 860 1,037
tamine
Pharmaceutical
Tablets 76 0 144 233 76
Alcohol 120 91 88 354 83
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Injecting drug use among persons admitted for substance use disorder (SUD)
treatment fluctuated between 2019 and 2025. The number of treatment admissions
involving injecting drug use ranged from 23 to 75 persons during this period, while

these individuals accounted for 1.0% to 3.7% oftotal treatment admissions.

Table : 71 - Treatment Admission by Injecting Drug Use
Year Total treatment Persons reporting Percentage (%)
admissions injecting drug use

2019 3,613 51 14
2020 1,649 23 14
2021 1,703 36 2.1
2022 1,996 48 2.4
2023 2,039 75 3.7
2024 3,140 67 2.1
2025 6,030 59 1.0

Although total treatment admissions increased substantially in 2025, the number of
persons reporting injecting drug use declined to 59, representing approximately 1.0% of
all admissions. This indicates a lower proportion of injecting drug use among treatment
admissions in 2025 compared with previous years, particularly the peak observed in 2023.
However, these figures reflect only persons admitted for treatment and do not necessarily
represent the overall prevalence of injecting drug use in the country.
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TREATMENT ADMISSIONS BY SOCIO-DEMOGRAPHIC
CHARACTERISTICS

Out of the total treatment admissions of the year 0f 2025, 99.7% (6,011) were males.
19 (0.3%) female drug users reported.

Table 72 — Treatment Admissions by Gender
2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
Gender
N % N % N % N % N %
Male 1,699 | 99.8 | 1,987 | 99.6 | 1,987 | 97.5 | 3,122 | 994 | 6,011 | 99.7
Female 4 0.2 9 0.4 52 25 18 0.6 19 0.3
Total 1,703 | 100.0 | 1,996 | 100.0 | 2,039 | 100.0 | 3,140 | 100.0 | 6,030 | 100.0
Figure - 7.5
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Individuals who received treatment were further classified according to their marital
status. In 2025, 1,199 individuals (19.9%) were reported as single, while 870
(14.4%) were married. Smaller proportions included 63 individuals (1.0%) who
were divorced, 36 (0.6%) who were separated, and 5 (0.1%) who were widowed. In
addition, 5 individuals (0.1%) were reported as living together. A substantial
proportion of records, 3,852 individuals (63.9%), did not have marital status
recorded, which should be considered when interpreting the distribution.
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Table 73 — Treatment Admissions by Marital Status
Marital 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Status N % N % N % N % N %
Single 987 | 58.0 | 1,158 | 58.0 | 1,150 | 56.4 | 1,624 | 51.7 | 1,199 19.9
Married 531 | 312 | 644 | 322 | 664 | 322 | 1,099 | 35.0 870 14.4
Cohabiting | 0 2.0 0 0.0 2 0.1 51 1.6 0 0.0
Separated 4 0.2 17 0.9 09 0.4 59 1.9 36 0.6
Divorced 21 1.2 42 2.1 33 1.6 51 1.6 63 1.0
Widowed 4 0.2 0 0.0 5 0.3 7 0.2 5 0.1
Living
Together 8 0.5 1 0.1 6 0.3 10 0.3 5 0.1
Not 148 8.7 134 6.7 170 8.3 289 92 | 3,852 | 63.9
Recorded
Total 1,703 | 100.0 | 1,996 | 100.0 | 2,039 | 100.0 | 3,140 | 100.0 | 6,030 | 100.0

As shown in Table 74, treatment admissions in 2025 were predominantly
concentrated among young adults. The highest proportion was recorded among
individuals aged 25-29 years, accounting for 28.9% (1,742) of total admissions,
followed by those aged 30-34 years, representing 22.2% (1,341) and those aged
20-24 years, accounting for 18.5% (1,116). Collectively, individuals aged 20-34
years accounted for 69.6% (4,199) of all treatment admissions, indicating that
treatment demand was particularly concentrated among young adults. Admissions
among adolescents aged 15—19 years accounted for 4.7% (283), while those aged
1-14 years represented 0.1% (5) of admissions.

Table 74 — Treatment Admissions by Age

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
N % N % N % N % N %
1-14 yrs 2 0.1 6 0.3 1 0.1 9 0.3 5 0.1

Age

15-19 93 5.6 110 5.5 109 54 181 5.8 283 4.7
20-24 441 25.9 511 25.6 509 25.0 499 159 | 1,116 | 18.5
25-29 446 26.2 590 29.5 694 34.0 674 21.5 | 1,742 | 28.9
30-34 324 19.0 359 18.0 369 18.1 603 19.2 | 1,341 | 22.2
35-39 164 9.6 93 9.7 163 8.0 367 11.7 702 11.6
40-44 118 6.9 111 5.6 110 54 298 9.8 424 7.0
45-49 43 2.5 53 2.7 50 2.5 189 6.0 220 3.6
20 & 71 4.2 63 3.1 30 1.5 318 10.1 197 34
Above

Not

Recorded 1 0.1 0 0.0 4 0.2 2 0.1 0 0.0

Total 1,703 | 100.0 | 1,996 | 100.0 | 2,039 | 100.0 | 3,140 | 100.0 | 6,030 | 100.0
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Figure - 7.6

Age distribution of drug related treatment admissions
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According to the recorded persons by ethnicity wise, 2,803 (46.5%) were Sinhalese,
386 (6.4%) were Moors, 418 (6.9%) were Tamils, and 06 (0.1%) of them were
Malay. More details are shown in table 75.

Table 75 — Treatment Admissions by Ethnicity

— 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

N % | N | % | N | % | N | % | N %
Sinhala 1,509 | 88.6 | 1,770 | 88.7 | 1,634 | 80.1 | 2,608 | 83.0 | 2.803 | 46.5
Tamil 71 42 | 98 | 48 | 201 | 99 | 208 | 66 | 418 | 069
Moor 100 | 59 | 104 | 52 | 185 | 91 | 284 | 90 | 386 | 64
Malay 7 04 | 8 | 04| 5 [ 03] 7 |o02] © 0.1
Burgher 04 | 3 | 02| 6 [ 03] 13| 04| ? 0.1
Other 0.0 1 0.1 0 | 00 ] 0 | 00 | 0 0.0
Not 10 05 | 12 | 06 8 04 | 20 | 07 |2408] 399
Recorded
Total 1,703 | 100.0 | 1,996 | 100.0 | 2,039 | 100.0 | 3,140 | 100.0 | 6,030 | 100.0
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Figure - 7.7

Treatment admissions by Ethnicity

H Sinhala

B Tamil
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According to the data shown majority, 2,199 (70.0%) of the clients were Buddhists.
459 (14.6%) Christians, 292 (9.3%) Islam and 145 (4.6%) Hindu.

Table 76 — Treatment Admissions by Religion

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
Religion

N | % | N|% | N|%| N/|®%]|N %
Buddhist | 1,308 | 76.8 | 1,531 | 76.7 | 1,361 | 66.8 | 2,199 | 70.0 | 1.563 | 25.9
Hindu 43 |25 |6l | 31 | 147 | 72 | 145 | a6 | 3P| o,
Islam 103 | 60 | 112 | 57 | 197 | 97 | 292 | 93 | M6 ,
Christian | 233 | 13.7 | 266 | 13.3 | 303 | 149 | 459 | 146 | 28| 36
Other 1 o1 | 4 o2 1306 2 | o1 13102
Not 3,718 | 617
R g | 1509 | - 18 |09 | 43| 14
Total 1,703 | 100.0 | 1,996 | 100.0 | 2,039 | 100.0 | 3,140 | 100.0 | 6,030 | 100.0
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Figure - 7.8

Treatment admissions by Religion

H Buddhist ®mHindu ®=Islam ™ Christian = Other = Not Recorded

The educational background of individuals who received treatment in 2025 indicates
that 5.2% (313 individuals) had education up to Grade 9-10, while 0.6% (39
individuals) had never attended school. The largest proportion, 48.6% (2,928
individuals), had education up to the G.C.E. Ordinary Level (O/L), followed by
19.6% (1,181 individuals) who had reached the G.C.E. Advanced Level (A/L). A
further 2.3% (139 individuals) were university, technical or professionally qualified,
while 2.4% (147 individuals) had education below Grade 5. Educational information

was notrecorded for 19.7% (1,186 individuals) of treatment admissions.
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Table 77 — Treatment Admissions by Educational Levels

. 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
Educational
Level N | % | N | % | N | % N % | N | %
No Schooling 20 1.2 20 1.0 25 1.2 61 1.9 39 0.6
}53610“’ Grade | ys | 26 | 46 | 23 | 37 | 18 | 141 | 45 | 147 | 24
Grade 5-8 115 6.8 167 8.4 164 8.0 436 13.9 97 1.6
Grade 9-10 343 20.1 442 22.2 462 22.7 800 25.5 313 52
Up to
G.C.E(O/L) 812 47.7 911 45.6 943 46.3 1,286 | 409 | 2,928 | 48.6
Up to 328 19.3 358 17.9 333 16.3 322 10.3 | 1,181 | 19.6
G.C.E.(A/L) : : : 301, :
University//
Technical
Professional 22 1.3 28 1.4 51 2.5 43 1.4 139 2.3
Qualified
Not Recorded 18 1.1 24 1.2 24 1.2 51 1.7 1,186 | 19.7
Total 1,703 | 100.0 | 1,996 | 100.0 | 2,039 | 100.0 | 3,140 | 100.0 | 6,030 | 100.0
Figure - 7.9
Treatment admissions by Education level
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REASONS OF DRUG INITIATION

AND MULTIPLE DRUG USE PATTERNS

In 2025, peer pressure was reported as the most common reason for drug use,
accounting for 13.8% (835 individuals), followed by self-pleasure at 12.3% (742
individuals) and other reasons at 8.8% (529 individuals). Problematic situations
accounted for 1.1% (64 individuals), while 0.2% (10 individuals) reported sexual

enhancement as a reason. Notably, the reason for drug use was not recorded for

63.8% of treatment admissions.

Table 78 - Treatment Admissions by Reasons for Drug Use

2023 2024 2025

AT Number % Number % Number %
Peer Pressure 548 26.9 1,035 33.0 835 13.8
Problematic 73 3.6 131 42 64 1.1
Situation
For self-
pleasure 570 28.0 1,026 32.7 742 12.3
For Sexual
enhancement 1 0.1 5 0.2 10 0.2
purpose
Other 753 36.9 745 23.7 529 8.8
Not recorded 94 4.6 195 6.2 3,850 63.8
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DRUG RELATED HOSPITAL ADMISSIONS

Government hospital data for 2024 indicate continued hospitalization related to

opioid, cannabis, psychostimulant and sedative drug poisoning. Heroin-related cases

resulted in 11 live discharges and one death, while other opioids, including codeine

and morphine, accounted for the highest number of live discharges among the

narcotic substances reported. Benzodiazepines also represented a notable proportion

of drug-poisoning cases, with 130 live discharges. These findings highlight the

continued burden of drug-related poisoning requiring hospital-based care.

Table 79 - Drug-Related Data by ICD Codes in Government Hospitals 2024

Male Female
1CD Description Li Li
Code ive ive
Discharges Deaths Discharges Deaths
Poisoning by narcotics and
T40 psycho‘dysle:ptltfs [hallucl.nogens] 15 0 12 0
Excl.: intoxication meaning
inebriation (F10-F19)
T40.0 | Opium 6 0 7 0
T40.1 | Heroin 7 1 4 0
T40.2 | Other opioids (Codeine, Morphine) 6 1 23 0
T40.3 | Methadone 0 0 0 0
Other synthetic narcotics
T40.4 (Pethidine) 3 0 3 1
T40.5 | Cocaine 1 0 0 0
T40.6 | Other and unspecified narcotics 14 0 16 0
T40.7 | Cannabis (derivatives) 8 0 3 0
T40.8 | Lysergide [LSD] 0 0 1 0
Other and unspecified
T40.9 | psychodysleptics [hallucinogens] 7 0 5 0
(Mescaline, Psilocin, Psilocybine)
Poisoning by anaesthetics and
therapeutic gases (Excl.:
T41 benzodiazepines (T42.4), cocaine 8 0 ! 0
(T40.5), opioids (T40.0-T40.2))
Inhaled anaesthetics (Excl.:
T41.0 oxygen (T41.5)) 9 0 9 0
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T41.1

Intravenous anaesthetics
(Thiobarbiturates)

10

T41.2

Other and unspecified general
anaesthetics

T41.3

Local anaesthetics

T41.4

Anaesthetic, unspecified

T41.5

Therapeutic gases

S| |o| O

S0 |0 O

T42

Poisoning by antiepileptic,
sedative-hypnotic and
antiparkinsonism drugs (Excl.:
intoxication meaning inebriation
(F10-F19))

42

52

T42.0

Hydantoin derivatives

T42.1

Iminostilbenes (Carbamazepine)

14

21

T42.2

Succinimides and
oxazolidinediones

T42.3

Barbiturates (Excl.:
thiobarbiturates (T41.1))

T42.4

Benzodiazepines

55

75

T42.5

Mixed antiepileptics, not
elsewhere classified

T42.6

Other antiepileptic and sedative-
hypnotic drugs(Methaqualone,
Valproic acid, Excl.:
carbamazepine (T42.1))

21

27

T42.7

Antiepileptic and sedative-
hypnotic drugs, unspecified
(Sleeping: draught drug tablet)

T42.8

Antiparkinsonism drugs and other
central muscle-tone depressants
(Amantadine)

T43

Poisoning by psychotropic drugs,
not elsewhere classified (Excl.:
appetite depressants (T50.5),
barbiturates (T42.3),
benzodiazepines (T42.4),
intoxication meaning inebriation
(F10-F19), methaqualone
(T42.6), psychodysleptics
[hallucinogens] (T40.7-T40.9))

23

27

T43.0

Tricyclic and tetracyclic
antidepressants

16

30

T43.1

Monoamine-oxidase-inhibitor
antidepressants

T43.2

Other and unspecified
antidepressants

16

30

T43.3

Phenothiazine antipsychotics and
neuroleptics
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T43.4

Butyrophenone and thioxanthene
neuroleptics

T43.5

Other and unspecified
antipsychotics and neuroleptics
(Excl.: rauwolfia (T46.5))

40

63

T43.6

Psychostimulants with abuse
potential (Excl.: cocaine (T40.5))

T43.8

Other psychotropic drugs, not
elsewhere classified

T43.9

Psychotropic drug, unspecified

10

10

T46

Poisoning by agents primarily
affecting the cardiovascular
system (Excl.: metaraminol
(T44.4))

37

42

T46.0

Cardiac-stimulant glycosides and
drugs of similar action

T46.1

Calcium-channel blockers

28

35

T46.2

Other antidysrhythmic drugs, not
elsewhere classified (Excl.: beta-
adrenoreceptor antagonists
(T44.7))

T46.3

Coronary vasodilators, not
elsewhere classified(Dipyridamole
Excl.: beta-adrenoreceptor
antagonists (T44.7), calcium-
channel blockers (T46.1))

T46.4

Angiotensin-converting-enzyme
inhibitors

10

T46.5

Other antihypertensive drugs, not
elsewhere classified (Clonidine,
Guanethidine, Rauwolfia Excl.:
beta-adrenoreceptor antagonists
(T44.7), calcium-channel blockers
(T46.1), diuretics (T50.0-T50.2))

69

92

T46.6

Antihyperlipidaemic and
antiarteriosclerotic drugs

15

T46.7

Peripheral vasodilators Nicotinic
acid (derivatives Excl.: papaverine
(T44.3))

T46.8

Antivaricose drugs, including
sclerosing agents

T46.9

Other and unspecified agents
primarily affecting the
cardiovascular system

T51

Toxic effect of alcohol

159

74
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Ethanol (Ethyl alcohol Excl.: acute
alcohol intoxication or "hangover"
T51.0 | effects (F10.0), drunkenness 22 0 9 0
(F10.0), pathological alcohol
intoxication (F10.0))

T51.1 | Methanol (Methyl alcohol) 26 0 2 0

T51.2 | 2-Propanol (Isopropyl alcohol) 5 1 7 0
Fusel oil (Alcohol: amyl, butyl [1-

513 butanol], propyl [1-propanol]) ? 0 H 0

T51.8 | Other alcohols 3 0 4 0

T51.9 | Alcohol, unspecified 67 0 14 0

Source : Medical Statistics Unit
Note | This data is based on the eIMMR (Electronic Indoor Morbidity and Mortality
: Reporting) system only.

Repeated visits for the same diagnosis or to another
diagnosis may include.

A transferred patient may be again included in the live
discharges category.

(Source: Medical Statistics Unit)

In 2024, government hospitals recorded drug-related cases under several ICD-10
poisoning categories. Among the specific substances reported under T40 (narcotics
and psychodysleptics), other opioids (including codeine and morphine) recorded the
highest number of live discharges (29), followed by opium (13) and heroin (11).
Heroin-related cases included one reported death among male patients. Cannabis-
related cases accounted for 11 live discharges, while cases involving other
psychodysleptics/hallucinogens accounted for 12 live discharges.

Among other drug categories, benzodiazepines recorded 130 live discharges (55
males and 75 females), while psychostimulants with abuse potential recorded 11 live
discharges (8 males and 3 females). The data indicate that opioid- and sedative-
related poisoning cases constituted important components of drug-related hospital
admissions recorded through the eIMMR system in 2024.
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COMMUNITY-BASED CORRECTIONS
FOR DRUG-RELATED OFFENCES

In 2025, a total of 19,203 offenders were placed under the supervision of the
Department of Community-Based Corrections through community-based correctional
programmes. These programmes provide non-custodial alternatives, including
probation, community service orders and other forms of supervised release, enabling
offenders to undergo rehabilitation and reintegration while remaining within the
community. In 2025, a total of 19,203 offenders were supervised under community-
based correctional programmes. The majority were male offenders, accounting for
18,642 (97.1%) of the total, while 561 (2.9%) were female offenders.

Drug-related offences constituted a particularly prominent component of the
community-based correctional caseload in 2025. Of the total 19,203 offenders under
supervision, 15,322 (79.8%) were associated with drug-related offences, including
offences involving heroin, cannabis and methamphetamine. Thus, more than three-
quarters of all offenders supervised through community-based correctional
programmes in 2025 were connected to drug-related offences.

This represents a substantial increase compared with the previous year. In 2024,
13,148 (84.1%) out of 19,203 offenders under community-based corrections were
recorded as drug-related offenders. The proportion therefore increased from 79.8%
in 2024 to 84.1% 1in 2025, an increase of approximately 4.3 percentage points within
one year. This marked change demonstrates the growing significance of drug-related
offending within the community-based correctional system.

Other offences recorded among persons under community-based supervision
included illicit liquor-related offences (5,850 offenders) and gambling-related
offences (638 offenders). The presence of these offences alongside drug-related
cases further highlights the range of social and behavioural factors that may intersect
with substance use and related offending.

The increasing proportion of drug-related offenders within community-based
corrections underscores the importance of strengthening drug prevention,
awareness, early identification, treatment referral, rehabilitation and post-treatment
support within non-custodial correctional programmes. Community-based
correctional settings provide an important opportunity to address substance-use-
related factors contributing to offending, while supporting rehabilitation, reducing
reliance on custodial measures and promoting the successful reintegration of
offenders into their families and communities.
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COMMUNITY-BASED CORRECTIONS

Table 80 - Number of Offenders under Community-based Corrections

Number Offence Number of Offenders
1. Heroin related offences 3,844
2. Cannabis related offences 2,260
3. [licit liquor related offences 5,850
4, Methamphetamine related offences 2,892
5. Drunk and Public Nuisance 476
6. Traffic offences 1,911
7. Breach of public order 114
8. Theft 183
9. Cheating 8
10. | Illegal weapons 18
11. | Stolen goods 39
12. | Gambling 638
13. | Riots 8
14. | Domestic violence 124
15. | Environment related offences 67
16. | Others 771
17. Total 19,203
Table 81 - Number of offenders by Gender
Gender Number of offenders
Female 561
Male 18,642
Total 19,203
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Figure - 9.1

Community-based Correction's by offences
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Figure - 9.2

Community-based Correction's by Drug-related offences
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(Source: Department of Community-based Correction, 2025)
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In 2025, illicit liquor-related offences recorded the highest number of offenders
(5,850) among the offences presented, followed by heroin-related offences (3,844)
and methamphetamine-related offences (2,892). Cannabis-related offences
accounted for 2,260 offenders, while 476 offenders were recorded for drug and
public nuisance-related offences.

Compared with 2024, the number of offenders associated with heroin-related
offences increased from 2,731 to 3,844, representing an increase 0of 40.7%. Similarly,
methamphetamine-related offenders increased substantially from 1,503 to 2,892, an
increase of 92.4%, indicating a marked rise in methamphetamine-related cases. In
contrast, cannabis-related offenders decreased from 2,461 in 2024 to 2,260 in 2025,

representing a reduction of 8.2%.

Overall, the comparison indicates a significant increase in heroin- and particularly
methamphetamine-related offending in 2025, while cannabis-related offending
showed amodest decline.
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ROAD TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS ASSOCIATED
WITH DRUNK AND DRIVING

Road traffic accidents continue to pose a major public safety challenge in Sri Lanka,
with the number of crashes showing an overall increasing trend in recent years.
According to data from the Sri Lanka Traffic Police, 2025 recorded the highest
number of road traffic accidents during the 2021-2025 period, with a total 0of 27,535
accidents, representing an increase of 8.8% compared with 25,299 accidents in 2024
and nearly 23% higher than the 2021 level. Fatal accidents also reached the highest
level in five years, increasing to 2,549 in 2025 from 2,403 in 2024. Similarly, major
injury accidents increased to 7,890, while minor injury accidents rose to 11,151, both
representing the highest figures recorded during the five years. The number of road
traffic deaths also increased to 2,721, exceeding the previous highest figure of 2,521
deaths recorded in 2024, indicating a worsening road safety situation despite

ongoing enforcement and awareness initiatives.

Driving under the influence of intoxicating substances continues to be an important
contributor to road traffic crashes. According to Sri Lanka Traffic Police records, 662
road traffic accidents in 2025 were attributed to drunk driving, including 59 fatal
accidents, resulting in 61 deaths. Although these figures represent a continued
decline compared with previous years, falling from 971 accidents in 2022, 1,065 in
2023, and 762 in 2024, the consequences of impaired driving remain severe.
Fatalities associated with drunk driving decreased from 86 deaths in 2022 to 65
deaths in 2023, 71 deaths in 2024, and 61 deaths in 2025, while the number of fatal
crashes also declined from 77 in 2022 to 59 in 2025.

Recognizing the growing concern over drug-impaired driving, Sri Lanka has taken
significant steps to strengthen its detection and enforcement capacity. The National
Transport Medical Institute (NTMI) has initiated roadside mobile drug testing
programmes in collaboration with the Sri Lanka Police, enabling drivers suspected
of being under the influence of narcotic drugs to be screened using on-site drug
testing devices. This initiative represents a significant advancement in addressing
drug-impaired driving, complementing conventional alcohol breath testing and
supporting the enforcement of recently introduced legal provisions related to driving
under the influence of drugs. The expansion of roadside drug testing is expected to
improve the identification of drug-impaired drivers, strengthen evidence-based law
enforcement, and act as a deterrent against driving after the use of illicit drugs.
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While the declining trend in reported drunk-driving crashes may reflect strengthened
traffic law enforcement, increased roadside operations, and public awareness
programmes, the persistence of fatal crashes and resulting deaths demonstrates that

impaired driving continues to pose a significant threat to road safety.
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DRUNK DRIVING AND ROAD TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS

Table 82 - Total Road Traffic Accidents in Sri Lanka
Fatal major minor
Year Casualties Total Deaths
accidents | injuries | injuries
2021 2,414 6,401 8,070 5,437 22,319 2,513
2022 2,395 6,231 8,209 5,118 21,953 2,515
2023 2,214 6,673 9,492 6,498 24,877 2,321
2024 2,403 7,157 9,996 5,743 25,299 2,521
2025 2,549 7,890 11,151 5,945 27,535 2,721
Figure - 10.1
Total road traffic accidents 2023-2025
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Table 83 - Total number of Drunk and Driving accidents
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CONSUMPTION OF CANNABIS AND OPIUM
FOR MEDICINAL PURPOSES

The annual consumption of cannabis for the preparation of Ayurvedic medicine
showed considerable fluctuations during 2021-2025. Total consumption decreased
from 810.720 kg in 2021 to 614.550 kg in 2022, before increasing substantially to
1,261.640 kg in 2023, the highest level recorded during the period. It then declined
sharply to 600.520 kg in 2024 and further to 330.520 kg in 2025, representing a
45.0% reduction compared with 2024 and a 73.8% reduction from the 2023 peak. In
2025, the Ayurvedic Drug Corporation, Navinna, accounted for 280.320 kg, while
registered doctors and drug producers used 50.200 kg. Overall, cannabis
consumption for Ayurvedic purposes declined considerably in 2025 compared with
the previous two years.

Table 84 — Annual Consumption of Cannabis for Preparation of Ayurvedic

Medicine
Consumer 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
kg kg Kg Kg kg
Ayurvedic Drug

. . 611.520 | 389.860 | 617.810 280.260 280.320
Corporation Navinna

Registered Doctors

199.200 | 224.690 | 643.830 319.900 50.200
and Drug Producers

Total 810.720 | 614.550 | 1,261.640 600.520 330.520
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Figure - 11.1

Annual consumption of Cannabis for Ayurvedic purposes
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Cannabis, without its narcotic content, is used in the manufacture of Ayurveda
(indigenous) medical preparations; hence, the Ayurvedic Drug Corporation,
Navinna, is a major consumer of cannabis for medicinal production. The quantity of
cannabis used by the Corporation fluctuated considerably during 2021-2025,
increasing from 611.520 kg in 2021 to 617.810 kg in 2023, following a decline to
389.860 kg in 2022. Consumption then decreased substantially to 280.260 kg in
2024, before remaining almost unchanged at 280.320 kg in 2025. In 2025, cannabis
was used in the production of Buddharaja Kalkaya, Suran Vidura Vatee, Ranahansa
Rasayanaya, Kameshwari Modakaya and Madana Modakaya. Compared with the
2023 peak, cannabis consumption by the Corporation in 2025 was reduced by
approximately 54.6%, indicating a substantial decline in the quantity utilized for
Ayurvedic medicinal production over the latter part of the period.
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Table 85 - Consumption of Cannabis by Ayurvedic Drugs Corporation, Navinna

Year Production Name Batch Qty. per Batch Total kg.
Buddharaja Kalkaya 03 2.000 6.00
Kameshwari Modakaya 12 36.300 435.600

2021 | Kameshwari Modakaya 02 1.800 3.600
Suran Vidura Vatee 02 0.360 0.720
Madana Modakaya 08 20.700 165.600
Total 611.520
Buddharaja Kalkaya 02 2.000 4.000
Madana Modakaya 07 36.300 254.100

2022 Suran Vidura Vatee 03 1.800 5.400
Kameshwari Modakaya 06 20.700 124.200
Ranahansa Rasayanaya 06 0.360 2.160
Total 389.860
Buddharaja Kalkaya 03 2.000 6.000
Madana Modakaya 08 36.300 290.400
Suran Vidura Vatee 03 1.800 5.400
Kameshwari Modakaya 12 20.700 248.400

5023 | Ranahansa Rasayanaya 11 0.360 3.960
Suranvidurawati Blister Pack 01 0.450 0.450
Jathiphaladi Choornaya 01 63.000 63.000
Dathupushpa Rasayanaya 01 0.200 0.200
Total 617.810
Ranahansa Rasayanaya 01 0.360 0.360
Kameshwari Modakaya 03 20.400 62.100

2024 | Madana Modakaya 06 36.300 217.800
Total 280.260
Buddharaja Kalkaya 1.5 2.000 3.000
Suran Vidura Vatee 4 1.800 7.200
Ranahansa Rasayanaya 2 0.360 0.720

2025 | Kameshwari Modakaya 6 20.700 124.200
Srimath Madana Modakaya 4 36.300 145.200
Total 280.320

(Source: Ayurvedic Drug Co-operation, 2021 - 2025)
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IMPORT AND CONSUMPTION OF OPIUM

Table 86 - Import and Consumption of Opium 2025

Opening | Imported Total
Balance | quantity National Consumption quantity
(2025) (2025) (g
Ayurvedic Dept. 6.000
Anuradapura
Ayurvedic Hospital Borella 3,000

Ayurvedic Dept. North

Western Province 9,500

98,300¢ 00g 29,300¢ Ayurvedic Hospital Pallekele 2,000
aneral Hospital 500
Trincomalee
RDHS Polonnaruwa 8,000
Teaching Hospital Kalutara 300

(Source: Medical Supplies Division, 2025)
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ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO PRODUCTIONS

Table 87 - Production of Coconut and Processed Arrack (Quantity in Absolute liters)

Manufacturing 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
Institution
Distilleries Co. of Sri
ISUTIETIES R0 0TS | 040317.77 | 569.240.71 | 33538337 | 43173236 |  553.114.57
Lanka Ltd.
W.M. Mendis and
- 8,583.95 12,546.46 10,369.04 -
Co. Ltd.
International
Distilleries Lanka 205,988.07 | 240,351.98 | 162,759.47 | 142,892.12 136,719.47
Ltd.
Uva Glen (Pvt) Ltd. 2,425.14 747.13 - - -
Scotland Distilleries 1,200.06 - 12.13 - 7.58
V & A Distilleri
1Stilleries 661.80 ) ) ) )
(Pvt) Ltd.
Randenigala
Distilleries Lanka 820.94 - - - -
(Pvt) Ltd.
Manori Lanka 5.092.97
(Pvt)Ltd. ) e i i i
Nippon Expo Ltd. 722.99 877.80 534.44 838.12 828.01
Rockland Distilleri
Ltodc anc VISHECHICS | 460,05021 | 621,504.89 | 418,681.09 | 451.192.36 418,954.38
Acme Lanka
11,289.51 9,314.90 424115 | 4,928.63 2,274.75
Company Ltd.
Classic Distilleries 1645.40 - 65.00
(Pvt) Ltd. o i i ' '
Sinergy 338.58 - - - -
Mendis-Moragolla - R - - -
Higurana Distalaries 326.03 . 129.86
Total 1,334,460.47 | 1,452,714.33 | 934,484.14 | 1,042,270.63 | 1,112,093.62

*provisional
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Figure - 12.1

Production of coconut and processed Arrack (Quantity of Absolute Liters)
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Table 88 - Production of Molasses Arrack (Quantity in Absolute liters)

Liquor 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
Manufacturer
W.M. Mendis and
Co.Ltd. - 5,832.46 120,463.65 | 91,761.63 -
[thVdaGlen(PVt) 10,832.06 | 20,292.07 | 17,343.20 | 178.95 -
Perecyl Ltd. 26,417.33 32,632.86 7,608.38 14,239.13 | 16,641.87
Manori Lanka
(Pvt) Ltd. - 37,171.77 | 112,895.71 | 95,169.23 | 172,496.33
Randenigala
Distilleries Itd. 3,827.47 3,110.66 2399.98 1,698.66 2,213.59
International
Distilleries Ltd. 255,425.78 | 293,315.54 141.537.20 - 166,530.03
Rockland
Distilleries (Pvt) 35,749.97 23,439.31 - - -
Ltd.
Classic
Distilleries Lid. 19,535.16 17,831.27 13,566.48 16,597.00 | 11,444.00
Hingurana
Distilleries Ltd. 55,696.30 33,359.12 | 29,993.29 | 29,559.50 | 17,924.81
(Dompe)
Royal Ceylon
(Wayamba 1,845.27 15,766.59 18,496.00 9,083.36 5,916.97
Distelliries
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Nippon Expo

Company Ltd, 7.243.47 487759 | 2223.03 | 3.61853 | 4.913.13
Royal Cask (Pvt)

Ltd (Nipon 107.261.65 | 110,358.18 | 149,566.68 | 83,079.63 | 120,637.33
Lanka)

V A Distilleries 71,585.25 | 37.908.88 | 34.698.66 | 44.716.79 | 92,557.28
(Pvt) Ltd.

Randiya 3,062.55 | 26,570.83 | 17,318.00 | 23,603.78 | 36,991.46
Sinergy 2527841 | 15.693.84 | 18,901.68 | 12,961.24 | 4,075.43
Total 623,760.670 | 678,160.97 | 687,011.94 | 426,267.43 | 652,342.23
*provisional

Figure - 12.2
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Table 89 - Production of Special Arrack (Quantity in Absolute liters)

Manufacturing 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
Institution
Distilleries Co. of Sri
istilleries Co. of St |2 105 374 08 | 16.952.494.27 | 12.358.720.53 | 11.240.254.98 | 12.935.914.36
Lanka Ltd.
Randenigala
Distilleries Lanka 73,194.97 48,490.09 75,979.30 37,062.06 53,757.54
(pvt) Ltd.
W.M. Mendis &
endis 1,888.08 7779872 | 306,757.75 | 52531422 ;
Co.Ltd.
International
e 1,275,147.80 | 2,016,333.88 | 1,192,348.50 | 1,346,797.90 | 1,487,712.42
Distilleries Lanka Itd.
Manori Lanka (Pvt) ; - 31,704.40 66,659.40 121,146.50
Ltd.
Rockland Distilleri
L;C anc DISHIENes 1 67258630 | 1,302,007.69 | 956,533.68 | 923,510.03 | 1,085,612.68
Acme Lanka 564,655.94 | 585916.67 | 49547731 | 460,799.33 784,925.99
Company Ltd.
V_A. Distilleries (Pvt
o istilleries (PVO) | ) s 650.60 | 35073242 | 57921503 | 330.731.73 515438231
Perecyl Company Ltd. | 28519947 | 260425.12 | 108.942.13 | 83.349.73 79,819.43
Uva Glen (Pvt) Ltd. 10559647 | 15745041 | 15293838 | 19252522 | 37629628
Nippon Expo Ltd. 107,01498 | 113,653.90 | 33,427.99 63.075.11 93.087.37
ifgﬂand Distilleries 66,443.90 140,570.69 | 72.533.01 55.966.32 81,320.19
Hingurana Distilleries
41197728 | 42596774 | 22859118 | 13047457 134,544.95
(Co.) Ltd.
S;SSIC Distilleries 10,655.55 12,336.73 11,064.38 16,191.00 23,898.00
Randiya Marketing 23,024.79 46,251.06 25.133.00 26,557.57 90,094.18
Services (Pvt) Ltd.
Sinergy Distilleries 53,021.96 48,309.53 30,581.90 30,576.26 36,235.90
(Pvt) Ltd.
Royal Ceyl
oyarkeyion 8.476.18 6,193.55 35,304.00 8.817.60 43,542.58
(Wayamba Disteliries)
Total 21,116,918.31 | 22,553,932.47 | 16,695,261.47 | 15,538,663.03 | 17,043,346.68
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Figure - 12.3

Production of Special Arrack (Quantity of Absolute Liters)
25,000,000.00
20,000,000.00
15,000,000.00
10,000,000.00
5,000,000.00
0.00
2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
Figure - 12.4

25,000,000.00

20,000,000.00

» 15,000,000.00

5
£

10,000,000.00

5,000,000.00

0.00

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
B Production of Molasses Arrack B Production of Special Arrack
B Production of coconut and processed Arrack

189



Table 90 - Bottled Toddy Manufacturers (Quantity in Bulk liters)

Manufacturi

ng
Institutions

2021

2022

2023

2024

2025

Chunnakam
Palm
Development
Co-operate

1,786.88

11,230.625

48,998.750

61,614.4

60,272.500

Jaffna Palm
Development
Co-operate

25,566.88

49,301.875

83,362.500

87,860.8

86,332.000

Keyts Palm
Development
Co-operate

12,100.00

53,409.375

37,540.625

58,712.5

87,343.750

Kondavil
Bottled Toddy
Man

24,092.50

85,105.626

66,886.250

106,353.1

82,329.375

Point Pedro
Palm
Development
Corporate

4,173.125

Kareinager
Palm
Development
Co-operate

67,434.38

81,779.376

84,381.875

85,138.1

95,260.625

Golden Eagle
— Madampe

1,160,794.375

1,261,142.485

1,811,701.3

2,026,425.000

Atchuvely
Bottled Toddy
Manufacture

32,196.11

13,600.445

62,272.470

32,419.4

30,013.375

Poonagari
Bottled Toddy
Man.

116,707.50

84,266.875

117,426.250

199,979.4

177,099.375

Eagle Bottled
Toddy Man

361,260.00

1,434,698.125

1,868,147.500

2,915,703.8

3,545,250.000

Singha
Bottled Toddy
Man

421,660.00

1,636,464.376

2,164,225.000

2,919,616.3

3,268,591.250

Lucky Fish
Can Bottled
Toddy

3,976.000

222,755.500

26,233.0

60,010.030

Commander
Bottled Toddy
Man

570,537.500

743,910.000

37,800.0

279,555.000

Chankani
Palmyrah

41,471.88

71,874.375

64,224.375

103,451.3

93,538.750
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AM.P.Bottle
d Toddy Man

239,185.000

25,073.125

Kandurata
Manori Lanka
Bottled Toddy
Man.

96,310.00

129,594.380

218,730.000

723,632.5

1,621,347.500

Shooting Star
Bottled Toddy
Man.

293,420.00

1,417,827.500

1,042,515.00

2,247,300.0

1,776,458.750

Three Lions
Toddy Bottled

252,211.25

356,873.874

476,610.000

908,330.0

1,127,935.000

New
Commander
Bottled Toddy
Man.

15,895.00

5,250.000

110,002.500

469,800.0

918,900.000

Wayamba
Super Bottled
Toddy Man

1,210,036.251

1,565,045.000

2,417,975.7

3,565,732.500

T.S.R. Bottled
Toddy

207,865.00

797,270.000

724,050.000

1,166,700.0

1,030,127.125

Thelippalei
Bottled Toddy
Man.

4,263.75

66,761.375

74,781.240

119,330.6

106,399.155

Manipay
Bottled Toddy
Man

23,158.125

74,880.625

49,998.1

55,030.000

Nemta Toddy
Man

169,820.08

977,697.371

918,757.570

1,650,721.3

1,657,229.820

Chawakachche
ri Palmyrah
Dev.Co.

27,887.50

30,585.626

42,207.500

76,907.5

25,302.500

Pandithirippu
Palm Dev.co.

14,235.00

62,144.375

46,900.625

51,327.5

69,567.375

Kopai Palm
Development
Co-operate

5,543.41

16,751.875

19,688.125

40,106.3

66,520.000

Kodikaman
Palm
Development
Co-opereate

20,434.38

160,206.875

90,803.750

117,744.4

49,590.625

Camel Bottled
Toddy Man

2,880.00

6,685.000

147,535.000

16,815.0

22,420.000

Kilinochchi
Bottled Toddy
Man.

82,788.13

45,925.000

151,530.625

101,710.625

Thunukkai
Bottled Toddy
Man

20,520.63

26,949.375

73,153.750

7,118.1

34,952.520
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Walikamam
Bottled Toddy
Man.

30,015.625

Pudukkudiyiru
ppu Bottled
Toddy Man

75,248.13

59,750.000

55,760.000

82,848.1

80,412.520

Mullai West
Bottled Toddy

113,149.38

87,364.375

133,819.375

96,381.3

96,735.000

Mullai East
Bottled Toddy

81,657.50

52,301.250

82,583.125

64,225.0

80,171.880

New Manori
Lanka-
Madampe

648,680.00

2,321,126.251

2,146,672.975

3,318,240.0

3,823,800.000

Warani Palm
Development
Co-operate

8,984.38

18,134.375

62,442.205

63,080.6

6,276.875

Mulathiu
South Bottled
Toddy

30,193.75

37,162.625

74,578.750

53,266.9

51,478.760

Pallai Bottled
Toddy

4,451.25

8,933.750

31,551.250

25,075.0

47,385.625

Konavil
Bottled Toddy

69,656.9

Uilankulam
Bottled Toddy

10,759.38

4,828.125

14,673.125

New
Ambassador
Bottle Toddy

147,550.00

924,255.00

489,167.500

1,013,220.0

1,561,315.000

Agree Local
(pvt) Ltd

27,722.620

4,735.830

1,165.1

Welanai
Bottled Toddy

25,464.365

VSS
Distributors
(pvt) Ltd.

9,348.8

22,191.875

Herb
Excellence
International
(pvt) Ltd.

9,832.3

142,787.570

Total

3,439,023.977

14,132,334.323

15,997,287.150

23,650,330.0

28,058,872.755
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Table 91 - Malt Liquor (Beer) : Alcohol Precentage Below — 5% vol.
(Quantity in Absolute liters)

Manufacturing

Institution

2021

2022

2023

2024

2025

Asia Pasific

Brewery (Lanka)

Ltd

(DCSL Breweries

Lanka Limited)

36,199.16

25,850.818

58,590.06

72,816.27

73,411.23

Lion Brewery Ltd

745,050.21

895,448.769

777,747.79

928,634.70

924,117.53

Lion Brewery Ltd.

(Research
Enovations)

362.12

Total

781,249.37

921,299.587

836,337.85

1,001,450.97

997,890.88

Table 92 - Malt Liquor (Beer) : Alcohol Precentage Above — 5% vol.
(Quantity in Absolute liters)

Manufacturi
ng Institution

2021

2022

2023

2024

2025

Asia
Brewery
(Lanka) Ltd.
(DCSL
Breweries
Lanka Limited)

Pasific

1,157,183.92

1,289,362.500

805,118.50

623,600.10

665,826.49

Lion Brewery
Ltd.

10,522,066.42

13,035,520.624

11,884,246.97

12,565,821.53

12,122,767.05

Lion Brewery
Ltd. (Research
Enovations)

1,165.56

8,091.53

Total

11,679,250.34

14,324,883.124

12,689,365.47

13,190,587.20

12,796,685.07
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Figure - 12.5
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Table 93 - Country Made Foreign Liquor (Quantity in Absolute liters)

Manufacturi 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
ng Institution

Rockland

Distilleries 445.09435 | 591,051.11 | 709.472.64 | 775901.57 | 810.344.50
(Pv)Ltd

W-M.Mendis & 3,856.89 19,955.70 21,533.03

Co.Ltd - 690 99 33

Interrnational

Distilleries 899.937.92 | 1,168,975.74 | 942.404.17 | 1,030,055.71 | 1,142,486.41
Lanka Ltd

Periceyl 418,995.92 | 378.994.04 | 183,837.58 | 201.538.67 | 365,740.82
co.(pvt)Ltd

Nippon Expo 311.65 905.5 282.70 353.32 462.30
(roLtd . 57 7 . .
Hingurana 9,011.84 3,794.68 1,843.07 416.07 600.59
Distilleries Ltd

2;‘3;3““”6““ 8574997 | 107.92926 | 15622017 | 99.621.06 | 137.715.45
ﬂ‘f Glen (Pv) ; 3.444.34 9.008.52 32.614.46 69.867.83
Randiya . 2.820.59 2.305.00 153.28 481.32
Distelleries

Total 1,859,101.65 | 2,261,772.22 | 2,025,329.55 | 2,162,187.17 | 2,527,699.22

(Source: Excise Department of Sri Lanka, 2021-2025)
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CIGERRATES PRODUCTIONS

OF CEYLON TOBACCO COMPANY

Table 94 - Sri Lanka Custom Excise duty on cigerrates

Ceylon Tobacco Company PLC income of 2025

Total
Year | HS code Brand production T?St:ilci;l)es Total Eéfsl)s ¢ Duty
(Sticks)
Cigarettes less than 84Mm

2402.20.50 | jpol 12 Regular | 130,607,120 | 129,140,000 | 10,423,426,920.00
2402.20.50 | Jpgl 20 Regular 497,242,000 490,462,000 39,595,021,100.00
2402.20.50 | B & H 20s 6,131,600 6,164,200 498,330,550.00
2402.20.50 | Dunhill light 20 23,172,400 34,2023,200 2,768,181,470.00
2402.20.50 | Dunhill Blue 88,635,000 77,015,600 6,214,270,328.00
2402.20.50 | Dunhill ultra light 3,628,000 3,903,000 316,143,000.00
2402.20.50 | Dunhill FP 1,274,000 1,220,000 98,836,200.00

Total 750,690,120 | 742,108,000 59,914,209,568.00
Cigarettes less than (72Mm)

2025 | 2402.20.40 | JPG Pro 2,405,000 2,800,200 198,935,290.00
Total 2,405,000 2,800,200 198,935,290.00
Cigarettes Less Than (67Mm)

2402.20.30 | JP GOLD Papy 217,588,000 233,115,000 11,690,717,250.00
2402.20.30 | JP Gold 756,418,000 | 715,784,200 35,792,102,160.00
TOTAL 974,006,000 | 948,899,200 47,482,819,410.00
Cigarettes Less Than 59Mm
2402.20.20 | Capston Leep 20 36,034,000 61,944,000 1,198,616,400.00
2402.20.20 | Capston 20 192,487,000 166,558,000 3,208,472,370.00
Total 59MM 228,521,000 228,502,000 4,407,088,770.00
Grand Total 1,955,622,120 | 1,922,309,400 | 112,003,053,038.00

(Source: Sri Lanka Customs, 2025)
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LIQUOR CONSUMPTION RELATED OFFENCES

Table 95 - Total Number of Detections conducted Under the Excise
Ordinance by the Department of Excise

Nature of offence

2025

No. of Detections

Unlawful Sales of Foreign Liquor (USFL) 3,429
Unlawful Manufacture of Arrack (UMA) 1,140
Unlawfully Possession Arrack (UPA) 4
Unlawful Possession/Transport of Foreign i
Liquor (UPFL/UTFL)

Unlawful Sales of Arrack (USA) 1,143
Unlawful Possession of Toddy (UPT) 487
Unlawful Possession/Sales Toddy (UST/UPT) 48
Unlawful Sales of Toddy (UST) 2,280
Possession/Sales of Unlawfully Manufactured i
Liquor (PUML/SUML)

Possession of Unlawful manufacture of liquor 536
(PUML)

Sale/ Possession of Unlawfully Distilled Spirits 20
(SUDS/PUDS)

Possession of Unlawfully Distilled Spirits 19.140
(PUDS) ’
Total 28,287

(Source: Department of Excise, 2025)
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