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Executive summary

The non-availability of updated estimation on the number of drug users in Sri Lanka was one
of the major problem related to the control of drug abuse. The drug use profile was already
captured through number of research studies and surveysconducted by National Dangerous
Drugs Control Board (NDDCB) and it was limited to sample frame selected from limited
locations. There was a need in conducting national level size estimation survey on drug use
population with the above situation.

The NDDCB in collaboration with the Presidential Task Force on Drug Prevention and Sri
Lanka Police has done a survey to estimate the drug use population in the country. Islandwide
size estimation on drug use population would be the foundation for further programme
planning and implementation.Also drug abuse management mechanism would be
strengthening with the updated estimation of drug use population in Sri Lanka.

Highly stigmatised and illegal behaviours, such as drug use, can be extremely challenging to
survey. Since any single direct or indirect method has inherent limitations in reliably
estimating drug use prevalence, a multi-faceted approach was adopted where several methods
were combined such as head counting of target population (direct method) and Benchmark-

multiplier and Capture-recapture method (Indirect).

Key Findings

e Cannabis is the most commonly used illicit drug, with a prevalence of 1.9 % of the
total population of above 14 years. An estimated 301,898 persons are cannabis users.

e An estimated 92,540 or 0.6 % of population of above 14 years are heroin users in Sri
Lanka.

e Heroin use among male population (above 14 years) is 1.2% and among female
population (above 14 years) is 0.018 percent.

e Approximately 0.2% of total population (above 14 years) are abuse any
pharmaceutical drug.

e Polly drug use is common among drug users.

e An estimated 70,862 or 77 % are regular heroin users and 178,643 are regular
cannabis users in Sri Lanka.

e An estimated 32.32 % and 40.89 % of male population (above 14 years) are cigarette
and alcohol users respectively.

e The highest prevalence of drug use was found in Western province and Colombo

district.
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