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Executive summary
The non-availability of updated estimation on the number of drug users in Sri Lanka was one

of the major problem related to the control of drug abuse. The drug use profile was already
captured through number of research studies and surveysconducted by National Dangerous
Drugs Control Board (NDDCB) and it was limited to sample frame selected from limited
locations. There was a need in conducting national level size estimation survey on drug use
population with the above situation.

The NDDCB in collaboration with the Presidential Task Force on Drug Prevention and Sri
Lanka Police has done a survey to estimate the drug use population in the country. Islandwide
size estimation on drug use population would be the foundation for further programme
planning and implementation.Also drug abuse management mechanism would be
strengthening with the updated estimation of drug use population in Sri Lanka.

Highly stigmatised and illegal behaviours, such as drug use, can be extremely challenging to
survey. Since any single direct or indirect method has inherent limitations in reliably
estimating drug use prevalence, a multi-faceted approach was adopted where several methods
were combined such as head counting of target population (direct method) and Benchmark-

multiplier and Capture-recapture method (Indirect).

Key Findings

e Cannabis is the most commonly used illicit drug, with a prevalence of 1.9 % of the
total population of above 14 years. An estimated 301,898 persons are cannabis users.

e An estimated 92,540 or 0.6 % of population of above 14 years are heroin users in Sri
Lanka.

e Heroin use among male population (above 14 years) is 1.2% and among female
population (above 14 years) is 0.017 percent.

e Approximately 0.2% of total population (above 14 years) are abuse any
pharmaceutical drug.

e Polly drug use is common among drug users.

e An estimated 70,862 or 77 % are regular heroin users and 178,643 are regular
cannabis users in Sri Lanka.

e An estimated 39.4 %and 31.1 %of male population (above 14 years)are alcohol and
cigarette users respectively.

e The highest prevalence of drug use was found in Western province and Colombo

district.
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products)
®exsesd(Alcohol) 22,985 3,012,158 3,035,143
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®of(Cannabis) 4736 297,162 301,898
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Drug type &35 Qo &35 & (Male) Total
(Female) (Male) (Female)
8edo (Cigerette) 311 122,305 25,724 2,258,241 | 2,406,581
®cse00 (Alcohol) 1012 121,074 21,973 2,891,084 | 3,035,143
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®o%y (Cannabis) 246 30,100 4490 267,062 301,898
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(As a percentage
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%

8edd (Cigerette) 0.3 31.1 15.0
®exesd (Alcohol) 0.3 39.4 18.9
e»eci@s3 (Heroin) 0.017 1.2 0.6
®ozb (Cannabis) 0.1 3.9 1.9
D9800¢ eu8 o 0.01 0.31 0.15
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@58 (Other) 0.1 1.5 0.7
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Drug type Drug use pattern Total*

%0 8030 ED

Daily Occasionaly

8odd (Cigerette) 1,613,777 792,804 2,406,581
®enesd (Alcohol) 1,063,383 1,971,760 3,035,143
e»ed@ss (Heroin) 70,862 21,678 92,540
®ozb (Cannabis) 178,643 123,255 301,898
RBLOB 08 dB® 12,932 11,279 24,211
(Pharmaceutical Tablets)

* pop oovery DE Dudi ODEOS 918 o gdocBzy (Poly drug users) Hewidma @d.
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BEID 8Bodd ®¢1e300 ©@Hec18Bs3 ®otdd IS5 ©Dmy3

Re35080 718,932 924,287 63,469 100,288 13,093 32,503
eed 302,165 377,400 8,234 38,762 1,165 8,479
Ou® 194,879 294,717 6,478 33,376 3,116 10,293
CAIC) 376,215 445,029 4,276 23,397 1,188 13,231
ERelO) 225,947 324,275 4,807 32,319 1,647 12,118
o] 107,381 127,602 359 7,830 296 12,552
»EeenBJ 120,623 124,911 699 12,511 1,047 8,029
99 175,675 207,880 697 19,866 467 13,364
RS O 184,764 209,042 3,524 33,549 2,192 4,755
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2.7 ¢S5 0008 gEdmedsinon OO 018D WO SBOVHB

eI 8Bodd ®¢1e300 CIHlclehlto] ®othd IS5 e

a®es00 51,448 52,304 321 6,051 106 2,402
82000 124,011 139,791 3,021 23,587 1,880 3,245
AECE 108,976 137,983 365 8,774 398 9,696
LLODEYD 26,138 38,043 57 1,092 381 2,765
OME® 314,462 364,062 41,550 54,001 6,367 13,690
DICE 126,192 157,051 5,380 16,100 781 2,772
©®es 267,440 377,443 18,004 30,540 5,809 10,155
»ORBI©00 81,100 87,848 1,212 11,437 200 2,916
(ShIGhoples) 36,603 48,207 205 1,534 0 3,910
DOBJ 137,030 182,782 3,915 15,747 917 8,658
Cl>k=xtle] 176,094 194,466 3,215 11,305 774 5,274
DIOCC 92,360 126,652 1,826 10,714 596 3,068
BEex0dd 10,926 18,993 15 1,192 2 1,295
DO OC 133,828 | 202,462 4,498 19,819 1,339 6,303
®253500® 18,094 18,037 63 1,228 71 741
@med 67,421 83,078 880 7,621 353 6,055
®»0 94,873 132,501 1,642 11,225 184 2,791
©®1adi0CE 66,699 69,897 332 11,092 69 3,668
Ol&2, 13,095 16,430 8 919 22 26
BOCOEB 132,700 167,485 181 4,471 61 1,902
ONEGHTIDI D 60,753 69,251 503 9,962 312 1,510
OBDHEO® 61,051 92,255 1,980 13,557 1,777 3,990
oot lsle] 133,587 197,623 2,981 21,605 1,051 9,050
BRen®cs 43,037 34,564 321 5,368 560 2,862
D530 28,663 25,935 68 2,957 201 6,580
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