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Capacity Building Programme on Statistical Package for Social Sciences
(SPSS) and Geographical Information Systems (GIS) under the grant
project of the World Health Organization.

A Capacity building programme was fruitfully conducted for the effective implementation of
drug control, prevention, treatment, and rehabilitation for the Research Division of the
National Dangerous Drugs Control Board (NDDCB) endowed with funds from the World
Health Organization (WHO) from the 20" to 241" March 2023 at Mirage Hotel Colombo.

The contribution of the World Health Organization (WHO) offered to the efficacious
achievement of the Capacity building programme conducted for the Research Division ought
to be appreciated and the expected outcomes were fruitfully achieved. The Officers in the
Research Division gained training in Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS) and
Geographical Information Systems (GIS). Ms. Samanmali Mataraarchchi, GIS Analyst from
“GIS SOLUTION (PVT) LTD” and Mr. Nuwan Maduwansha, Senior Lecturer from the
Department of Social Statistics of the University of Sri Jayewardenepura contributed their
technical support as resource persons.
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The National Narcotics Laboratory

The National Narcotics Laboratory (NNL) of the NDDCB has been established as a vital entity for
covering up all the scientific aspects with respect to prevention and control of drug abuse. The NNL
IS engaged in conducting laboratory analysis, scientific research, scientific training, providing
technical assistance, scientific recommendations and consultancy services for drug supply control

and demand reduction.

Analytical functions of the NNL consists of suspected drugs (narcotic and psychotropic substance,
precursor chemicals) analysis for samples submitted by law enforcement agencies, for investigation
and intelligence purposes and for courts purposes; samples of alcohol, pharmaceutical drugs,
controlled chemicals (precursors), sports related nutritional supplements are also being analysed for
regulatory purposes. Moreover biological specimens, such as urine, submitted by hospitals, courts,
treatment centres, government and private sector work places are analysed for identification of drug
dependent persons.

Moreover, the NNL executes its routine and development plans to promote scientific evidence based
practices focusing on supply control, demand reduction and prevention of drugs of abuse.

Implementation of Pilot Research Study on Roadside Examination of Drug
Impaired Drivers to Overcome the Emerging Challenge of Driving under
Influence of Drugs

The increase of the traffic-related deaths and accidents due to driving under the influence of
drugs or alcohol has become a serious road safety issue in Sri Lanka recently. Drugs can
cause behavioral impairment of the driver’s ability to operate safely.

On consideration of the facts that reliable statistics on the prevalence of driving under
influence of drugs are not available and the regulations have not been prepared to conduct an
immediate roadside test on drug-impaired drivers NDDCB has implemented a pilot study on
Roadside Examination of Drug Impaired Drivers to assess the prevalence of driving under
influence of drugs and to provide solid basis for necessary legislation and regulation
amendment in close coordination and cooperation with Ministry of Transport , Ministry of
Health, Sri Lanka Police, Department of Motor Traffic, National Transport Medical Institute,

National Council for Road Safety and other relevant agencies.
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A committee was appointed from relevant stake holders and according to the observations of
the members of the committee, it has been decided that oral fluid drug screening tests are
conducted by Police officers for the suspected drivers at roadside and the drivers who gives
positive results at oral fluid tests will be referred to urine drug screen by government Medical
officers and the positive urine samples will be referred for confirmatory tests for the National
Narcotics Laboratory.

The procurement of test devices (oral fluid and urine) for the pilot project has been completed
by the NDDCB with the financial assistance of Rs. 10 Million granted by the Road Safety
Council of Sri Lanka. The both test devices can detect six types of narcotic drugs including
Heroin, Cannabis, Methamphetamine, Cocaine, Methylenedioxymethamphetamine (MDMA)
and Benzodiazepines.

The committee has decided to initiate the first phase of the pilot study within western
province and accordingly the National Narcotics Laboratory of NDDCB has organized and
conducted a series of training programmes for the nominated 138 no of police officers within
the western province on ‘“Recognition of drug impaired driving and conduction oral fluid test
at roadside examination of drug impaired drivers on 8th | 9t and 12t" December, 2022 with
the aim of making aware of police officers within the western province regarding the oral
fluid test device and the test procedure.

The initial training programme for the nominated medical professionals within the western
province was conducted by the National Narcotics Laboratory of NDDCB on 16t May 2023
with the aim of making aware of medical officers within the western province regarding the
urine test device and the test procedure.

The Pilot Study on Roadside Examination of Drug Impaired Drivers was officially started by
the Sri Lanka Police within the western province on 191" May 2023 with the coordination of
medical professionals within the western province and the NDDCB officials has observed the
testing procedure in several testing locations.

Evaluation of the test results of the Pilot Research Study on Roadside Examination of Drug
Impaired Drivers at the progress meeting held on 11t July 2023 revealed that; within 2380
oral fluid tests conducted, Sixty-two (62) drivers has been identified as drivers under the
influence of drugs which highlights the necessity of immediate action to understand and
reduce the magnitude of the problem associated with driving under the influence of drugs

which has emerged as a serous road safety issue.
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Talangama Nawadiganthaya
“Talangama” Prevention, Treatment & “Nawadiganthaya” Prevention,
Center Treatment & Rehabilitation Centre
172, Shanthi Mawatha Talangama Urapola, Nittambuwa
Tel : +94 11 2788090 Tel : +94 33 2283060
Fax : +94 11 2788090 Fax : +94 33 2283060
Email : sethsevana@nddcb.gov.lk Email : navadiganthaya@nddcb.gov.lk

Galle Kandy
“Galle” Prevention, Treatment & “Kandy” Y outh Prevention,
Rehabilitation Centre Treatment& Rehabilitation Centre
Unawatuna Galle Mampitiya Estate Handessa, Peradeniya
Tel : +94 91 2224443 Tel : +94 81 2315504
Fax : +94 91 2224443 Fax : +94 81 2315504
Email : mithsevana@nddcb.gov. lk Email : methsevana@nddcb.gov.lk

Tel— 011 2868794 - 6 B— |

Web -https ://mww.nddcb.gov.1k/

“National Dangerous Drug Control Board.
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Pesced s dnign R180eedDr se®

Province

District

DS Area

Name

Phone
Number

Western

Colombo- 13

Colombo

Thimbirigasyaya

Dilum Priyankara
Wikramarachchi

0715114640

Moratuwa/WP-
CSO

A.Monika.C.Amarasinghe

0717613429

Mahargama

Dehiwala/Rathmal
ana

Homagama

Kesbewa

P.A.Nadeeshani Padmasiri

0715157443

Kolonnawa

R.A.Thushara Nilmini

0718544432

Kaduwela

P.P.U.Lakmali

0715735470

Padukka

Rajagiriya

Seethawaka

Devika Madurapperuma(L)

0716334535

Gampaha-13

Attanagalla

Dompe

Mirigama

Gampaha

Biyagama

Minuwangoda

Ja-Ela

Katana

Divulapitiya

Negambo

Mahara

Wattala

Kelaniya

Buddhima Nuwangi

0713663633
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Kaluthara-14

All

Buddhi Erangika

071 068
2390

North
Western

Kurunegala-30

Kurunegala

Mawathagama

Mallawapitiya

Rideegama

Ibbagamuwa

Polpithigama

Ehetuwewa

Ambanpola

Kuliyapitiya west

Polgahawela

Alawwa

Udubeddhawa

Pannala

Galigamuwa

Mahawa

Surangi Welagedara

0719077404

Bamunakotuwa

Bingiriya

Ganewatta

Giribawa

North
Western

Kurunegala-30

Katupotha

Kobeigane

Kotavehera

Kuliyapitiya East

Maspotha

Narammala

Nikaweratiya

Panduwasnuwara

Rasnayakapura

Wariyapola

0719077404
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Weerambugedara

Central Kandy-20 All T.G.Ariyarathne. 0718544439
Nihathamani 0771905694
Bulathsinghala(L
Mathale-11 All ulathsinghala(L) 0718806846
Dinesh Chathuranga.
Nuwaraeliya-5 | All S.Sanjeewa.W.Wijayarathn | 0714225018
a
North Central | Anuradhpura-22 | All Thamara Senevirathna. 0705935735
Polonnaruwa-7 | All D.M.Danushka P. 0701901025
Disanayake.
Sbaragamuw | Kegalle-11 All Rev.Fr.S.C.Thotawattage 0717 401189
a
Rathnapura-17 | All S.A.D.Chanika 0713613913
Abeysinghe(L)
Southern Galle-19 All L.K.S.Malkumari 0718050564
Hambanthota- All Chamari Supunsala 0711830426
12
Matara-16 All H.C.Chameera Lakmal 0713965040
Uwa Badulla - 15 All Dinesh Chathuranga. 0718806846
Monaragala-11 | All B.Ajith Kumara 0702803837
Northern Jaffna-15 All Siyamini Violet 0770760222
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