Current Drug Prevalence and
Abuse Situation in Sri Lanka

Research division
National Dangerous Drugs Control Board
Ministry of Defence



Prevalence of Drug Abuse in Sri

Lanka




National Prevalence Survey on drug

use 2019

Methodology
 Direct Estimation method

 Head counting of drug users in GN Division
levels

* Indirect Estimation methods

Benchmark and multiplier estimation
Capture recapture process



National Prevalence - 2019

Drug type Total*

Cigarette / Tobacco products 2,406,581
Alcohol 3,035,143
Heroin 92,540
Cannabis 301,898
Pharmaceutical Tablets 24,211
Other 115,234




Drug Prevalence by Gender & Age

Drug type
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Drug prevalence (as a percentage of

general population)
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Drug prevalence by drug use pattern

Drug type Drug use pattern Total*
Daily | Occasionally

Cigarette 1,613,777 792,804 2,406,581

Alcohol 1,063,383 1,971,760 3,035,143

Heroin 70,862 21,678 92,540

Cannabis 178,643 123,255 301,898

Pharmaceutical 12,932 11,279 24,211

Tablets

* Poly drug users are represented in estimation figures.




Drug Prevalence in North Central

province



Drug Prevalence by provinces
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Estimated drug use population In

North Central province

250,000 -

209,042
184,764
200,000 -
150,000 -
100,000 -
Ep— 33,848
3545 2217 4755
4 A "4

Arrack  Cigarette Cannabis  Heroin Tablets Other



District wise prevalence in North Central

orovince

Prevalence of Cigarette and Alcohol use
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Prevalence of Heroin, Cannabis and Tablets use
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Drug prevalence as a percentage of total
population — North Central province
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Drug prevalence as a percentage of total
population — North Central province
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District wise prevalence of drug use
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DISTrICT WISE preva

ence o1 drug use
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District wise prevalence of drug use
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DS wise prevalence In

Anuradhapura District




Prevalence of Alcohol use
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Prevalence of Cannabis use
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Prevalence of Heroin use
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Prevalence of Pharmaceutical tablet use
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DS wise prevalence in Polonnaruwa

District




Prevalence of Alcohol use
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Prevalence of Cigarette use
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Prevalence of Cannabis use
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Prevalence of Pharmaceutical tablet use
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Drug related arrests in North Central

province

Drug related arrests 2019

Police Cannabis | Heroin | Hashish | Cocaine | Methampheta | Psychotropic Total
Division mine Substances
Anuradhapura | 678 506 0 0 4 2 1190
Polonnaruwa | 461 102 0 0 0 0 563
Total 1139 608 0 0 4 2 1753

Source — Police Narcotic Bureau, 2019




Treatment admissions in North Central

province

District 2015 | 2016 | 2017 | 2018 | 2019

Anuradhapura 10 15 39 211 142

Polonnaruwa 3 0 21 44 23

Source — Drug Abuse Monitoring System (DAMS), 2019

Anuradhapura district has reported 4% of total treatment
admissions in 2019 and Polonnaruwa district has reported 0.7%
of total treatment admissions in 2019
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