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Methodology

• Direct Estimation method

• Head counting of drug users in GN Division

levels

• Indirect Estimation methods

Benchmark and multiplier estimation

Capture recapture process

National Prevalence Survey on drug 

use 2019 



Drug type Total*

Cigarette / Tobacco products 2,406,581

Alcohol 3,035,143

Heroin 92,540

Cannabis 301,898

Pharmaceutical Tablets 24,211

Other 115,234

National Prevalence - 2019



Drug Prevalence by Gender & Age

Drug type jhi wjqreÿ 18 g wvq

^Below 18 years&

jhi wjqreÿ 18 fyda Bg jeä

^18 years and above&

ia;%S 
(Female)

mqreI

(Male)

tl;=j

Total

ia;%S 

(Female)

mqreI

(Male)

tl;=j

Total

is./Ü (Cigerette) 282 122,432 122,714 23,284 2,260,583 2,283,867

uoHidr (Alcohol) 906 121,170 122,076 19,680 2,893,387 2,913,067

fyfrdhska (Heroin) 64 6,147 6211 1,320 85,009 86,329

.xcd (Cannabis) 81 30,421 30,502 1,483 269,913 271,396

T!IOuh fm;s j¾. 

(Pharmaceutical 

Tablets)

71 4,628 4699 219 19,293 19,512

fjk;a (Other) 265 9,636 9901 4,000 101,423 105,423



Drug prevalence (as a percentage of 

general population)

u;aøjH j¾.h

Drug type

jhi wjqreÿ 14 g 

jeä ia;%S ck.ykhg

m%;sY;hla f,i

(As a percentage for 

total female 

population of  above 

14 years)%

jhi wjqreÿ 14 g 

jeä mqreI 

ck.ykhg 

m%;sY;hla f,i

(As a percentage 

for total male 

population of 

above 14 years) %

jhi wjqreÿ 14 g 

jeä iuia; 

ck.ykhg 

m%;sY;hla f,i 

(As a percentage for 

total population of 

above 14 years) %

is./Ü (Cigerette) 0.3 32.32 15.80

uoHidr (Alcohol) 0.26 40.89 19.93

fyfrdhska (Heroin) 0.018 1.24 0.61

.xcd (Cannabis) 0.02 4.07 1.98

T!IOuh fm;s j¾. 

(Pharmaceutical 

Tablets) 0.004 0.32 0.16

fjk;a (Other) 0.054 1.51 0.76



Estimated Drug Use population : Per Million



Drug type Drug use pattern Total*

Daily Occasionally

Cigarette 1,613,777 792,804 2,406,581

Alcohol 1,063,383 1,971,760 3,035,143

Heroin 70,862 21,678 92,540

Cannabis 178,643 123,255 301,898

Pharmaceutical 

Tablets

12,932 11,279 24,211

Drug prevalence by drug use pattern

* Poly drug users are represented in estimation figures.



Drug Prevalence in North Western 

province



Estimated drug use population in 

North Western province
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District wise prevalence in North Western

province

Prevalence of Cigarette and Alcohol use
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Prevalence of Heroin, Cannabis and Tablets use

-
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Drug prevalence as a percentage of total 

population – North Western province

uoHidr

Female Male Total

Kurunegala 0.16% 34.30% 16.55%

Puttalam 0.43% 34.00% 16.68%

Sri Lanka 0.26% 40.89% 19.93%

is./Ü 

Female Male Total

Kurunegala 0.25% 22.46% 10.94%

Puttalam 0.32% 22.48% 11.04%

Sri Lanka 0.30% 32.32% 15.80%



Drug prevalence as a percentage of total 

population – North Western province

.xcd

Female Male Total

Kurunegala 0.012% 3.38% 1.63%

Puttalam 0.015% 5.08% 2.47%

Sri Lanka 0.020% 4.07% 1.98%

fyfrdhska

Female Male Total

Kurunegala 0.010% 0.72% 0.35%

Puttalam 0.009% 0.73% 0.36%

Sri Lanka 0.018% 1.24% 0.61%

T!Iouh fm;s j¾.

Female Male Total

Kurunegala 0.002% 0.23% 0.11%

Puttalam 0.002% 0.66% 0.32%

Sri Lanka 0.004% 0.32% 0.16%



District wise prevalence of drug use



DS wise prevalence in Kurunegala

District



Prevalence of Alcohol use
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Prevalence of Cigarette use
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Prevalence of Cannabis use
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Prevalence of Heroin use
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Prevalence of Pharmaceutical tablet use
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DS wise prevalence in Puttalam

District



Prevalence of Arrack use

0

2000

4000

6000

8000

10000

12000 10973

8251 8236 8055

7116 7103 6956
6509 6464

5588

4307

3421 3271
2519 2382

1104

Arrack



Prevalence of Cigarette use
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Prevalence of Cannabis use
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Prevalence of Heroin use
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Prevalence of Pharmaceutical tablet use
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Recommendations and proposals to way 

forward…

• Strengthen the prevention mechanisms in

community level in North Western province.

• Expand the drug treatment services in

provincial and district level.

• Establish sub working groups in high

prevalence areas .



Thank you…..

28


