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Executive summary
The non-availability of updated estimation on the number of drug users in Sri Lanka was one

of the major problem related to the control of drug abuse. The drug use profile was already
captured through number of research studies and surveys conducted by National Dangerous
Drugs Control Board (NDDCB) and it was limited to sample frame selected from limited
locations. There was a need in conducting national level size estimation survey on drug use
population with the above situation.

The NDDCB in collaboration with the Presidential Task Force on Drug Prevention and Sri
Lanka Police has done a survey to estimate the drug use population in the country. Islandwide
size estimation on drug use population would be the foundation for further programme
planning and implementation. Also drug abuse management mechanism would be
strengthening with the updated estimation of drug use population in Sri Lanka.

Highly stigmatised and illegal behaviours, such as drug use, can be extremely challenging to
survey. Since any single direct or indirect method has inherent limitations in reliably
estimating drug use prevalence, a multi-faceted approach was adopted where several methods
were combined such as head counting of target population (direct method) and Benchmark-

multiplier and Capture-recapture method (Indirect).

Key Findings

e Cannabis is the most commonly used illicit drug, with a prevalence of 1.9 % of the
total population of above 14 years. An estimated 301,898 persons are cannabis users.

e An estimated 92,540 or 0.6 % of population of above 14 years are heroin users in Sri
Lanka.

e Heroin use among male population (above 14 years) is 1.2% and among female
population (above 14 years) is 0.017 per cent.

e Approximately 0.2% of total population (above 14 years) are abuse any
pharmaceutical drug.

e Polly drug use is common among drug users.

e An estimated 70,862 or 77 % are regular heroin users and 178,643 are regular
cannabis users in Sri Lanka.

e An estimated 39.4 % and 31.1 % of male population (above 14 years) are alcohol and
cigarette users respectively.

e The highest prevalence of drug use was found in Western province and Colombo

district.
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Bomdens BO® wewr ¢dns 8wpdd o
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1.7 moSen 80
> Dwoom®@s  gdvez (Epidemiological studies) emc @¢ds  ©i@ms  88ag

BABBHBEO R DEE ©®1S sledsern DEE OO D3 HUers 0 O(He0
edi® DBEOG ¢1aBn IDD DE @BDRD.

P 8 Coed @55¢ds 910D 0D BDODMHERT DNDHOES dNDLD OFOL ©IDD OB

géocds3 (Poly drug users) 9 @8z & & advedsiy avses’ e YD
OBcDs 08 WIS Bewidms .

> B8 8edid @3¢Ds ©dmn @@ $D@nd D DO O (85 wdven
O Bedzewrs’ 9ESDOD BBOWHEHBO BHE OB BEO® OEE @ B01w® ©nd
.

> o@imn dxovne ©dSses (General population survey) @=cdn ©08m» @m0
Soroneanc 8¢ omond; dde B0 ®idm Om ey REs o6 o
001853 ®ody B @icds Do 08me B8R (B DB wawnedd wuen
»CD Dby B B w8 0. & B vantdd wlver 0OWDO ©© BEWS
De3® ®008x PEEPwoD BBOWerns O3 BEe® POGS e®BE 0Bm WS .
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e®® ©8dedcs e & D OPBcOS DD OB BHODVDEO BHE PEDHEDTIY
BOBBS oHn BUenion Qe gedud 0 .

1. 8 go®wids amd

2. 9l ®O0® axP - Dues aforg 18 O @f) sy afdig 18 ewd O 98 dnews’d

3. @55cor Ob® amd - B8edd/ ®¢nend/ ewediBs/ ®ebh/ edm/ ess v

4. neoiBs gedr axmd - vers, ¢S 8y HedRn eC® eI ®DOSsS

2.1 & Cozed gt8ned®sinon OFB¢Os 1D OB BBOHBB
O® @ 01 - &8 gowds a0 & Eed Emed®snon OFHcds ©IdD OB

BBHOWBHES
Ol DB®w &35 gowe OO
Drug type (Female) * (Male) * Total*
8Bodd/ ¢@emg arBm Bdesics 26,035 2,380,546 2,406,581
(Cigerette / Tobacco products)
®ewesoo (Alcohol) 22,985 3,012,158 3,035,143
eweci@x=3 (Heroin) 1487 91,053 92,540
®oz% (Cannabis) 4736 297,162 301,898
@9300s oo db» (Pharmaceutical 587 23,624 24,211
Tablets)
@D (Other) 4265 111,059 115,234

* ppm socsy pe AHSo ONeds widm o gfocds’ (Poly drug users) Hewssznas @d.
eOnS mredhed OfedOf 18 &i@808x medhod clesm, e, e@DO8O8,
08ed/O¢e@ictd O123 Wotss @G Beecd P, @101 ;18 0 Sedts, @iggrdis Obw
e @8,

QD GEed®sIy evnns’ ¢nd BBOeTID @FcOs ¢85 ®ob 0D WO §EOCBsed
PHE OBIBSRWGES HENOD HURB. @CO(BBO B® DvdBB evFRN® Boyed e»edi3s’
8ODTVEBE. @»ediB3s3, ®othH 5 VIBLOB e dU® ¢dwidn BB wORBIVewWSS o
BEDODeHBO 3008380 ITINDLY 0 dd® D3RGS DEIOD BBCS.
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53500 o 03 -8 oD @cdns »dn OB 85 BSHODBES

30000 6,035
25000 22285
20000
15000
10000 4736 1265
5000 1487 - 587
0 -
D b P & &
S & 43 3 5 &
& o g o o° 8
@0
@G’
@Q
@65

2.2 Bcstd ®O0® ©5» & Cowied €55 yoBwIOG ¢MPD EHedSHED OFOB HIBD OB

BBHODBS

0Q @ 02 - 8 Co1ed 1E»edTRon OFcDL WIDD WO BDOVBHCS

Des 8o 18 O af) ey a@gdig 18 emd 8O
Slald:RIlelols (Below 18 years) * &8 (18 years and above) * O
Drug type o) gow &8 g (Male) Total
(Female) (Male) (Female)
8od0 (Cigerette) 311 122,305 25,724 2,258,241 | 2,406,581
®cuesod (Alcohol) 1012 121,074 21,973 2,891,084 | 3,035,143
e»ed@s3 (Heroin) 69 6140 1418 84,913 92,540
0% (Cannabis) 246 30,100 4490 267,062 301,898
@9800¢ e 2b® 143 4571 444 19,053 24,211
(Pharmaceutical
Tablets)
@05 (Other) 265 9636 4000 101,423 115,234

* g ooosy pe NSO ODEOs Wil o glocBsY (Poly drug users) SHewdeznas Oz
o0 & i Owed el O OWCOS WIS 0D @D LICOE 9oDBIO DEH2IWG BDE

@2,

Dt ©@O0® am® ©3cdDs / ®cuesd 0D WO HEOREES e ddeCuens BBe®E
Daes @fog 18 O a8 udocls amd 8edd wwy Ocsed wdRBVers wieSs @
BOEBMDBIT WEBNOD DD @0 @c 63 Vemidldn el ®sicds s’ ®o
@Y Q9BOG s O amd BESe G YOI DEIOD DUE.
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208D SHOHHEO FReHGES DRewks’)

O® o 03 - 2E3DedTROD OB $IDD WO BBOVHG BOLD BHOVHBO GHRDGES

°oEe

OicoDs Do
Drug type

Bwes gforg 14 ©
8 5
BHOBBHEO
sBanes e@es
(As a percentage
for total female
population of
above 14 years)
%

Bwes gfyorg 14 ©
18 yoe
BBHOWBHCEO
uBenes eces
(As a percentage
for total male
population of
above 14 years) %

Owes @forg 14 O
D8 ©@sD
BBHOWBHEO
gBenes eces
(As a percentage
for total
population of
above 14 years)
%

8edd (Cigerette) 0.3 31.1 15.0
®enesd (Alcohol) 0.3 39.4 18.9
e»ed@ss (Heroin) 0.017 1.2 0.6
®ozb (Cannabis) 0.1 3.9 1.9
@9800¢ s dB® 0.01 0.31 0.15
(Pharmaceutical Tablets)

o8 (Other) 0.1 1.5 0.7

* &0 @0 LeRBIeERD ¢D, 2012 ¢3O

D3 @fog 14 O OB »oe BE»0nmE @m0 ©¢ned BeRABVeBE QvE YOOGS

eu3In® a.

2.4 g1E82e®non @P¢Os 0ISD WO BBODHG - BOLH BHOVMEnS? BEuBIWDO
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21820 OTBCOB WIDD WOD YEOE 30D BID
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2.5 018 202 501 &3O & Coed gEmed®sINnoD OFNEOB WD WO BHWOHBIG

®sicDrs DB® 008 O GO D
Drug type Drug use pattern Total*

%0 8030 ED

Daily Occasionaly

8odd (Cigerette) 1,613,777 792,804 2,406,581
®enesd (Alcohol) 1,063,383 1,971,760 3,035,143
e»ed@ss (Heroin) 70,862 21,678 92,540
®ozb (Cannabis) 178,643 123,255 301,898
RBLOB 08 dB® 12,932 11,279 24,211
(Pharmaceutical Tablets)

* 9o soccesy De Dudi OIS 18D o gdocBzt (Poly drug users) Hewdedmas @d.

008 WO 0D @O HEOEBsS o0 ddeCuams BEe®E ©cned w0 e Bag

OF3cOn OBOOE Emwmn DD OB GEOE eBed 8 ¢owE eus3m® 8. ©gnesnd

000 0 §Cocls g¢mbs’ gdEMINWED D WO® Dethoed® DB sBemars
Bewidms od.

2.6 s 0083 aEdmed®sIneom

OB 0I1DD WSD) BBDHOHBHB

D) ©8¢ D
8odd ®¢1e300 ©»ec8s3 ®ots0 @8 D
&35 5o B8 |gowe | &S5 | g | €88 |gow | &S5 | adie | €5 | gow

Re3e0Bs  | 11,416 | 707,516 | 9275 | 915,012 | 947 | 62,522 | 1271 | 99,017 | 449 | 12,644 | 1743 | 30,760
¢Ren 435 | 301,730 | 1510 | 375,890 | 268 | 7966 | 633 | 38,129 | 34| 1131 | 325| 8154
RIS 1308 | 193,571 | 2211 | 292,506 | 90 | 6388 | 350 | 33,026 | 37 | 3079 | 596 | 9697
®x® 2578 | 373,637 | 2500 | 442,529 | 95| 4181 74 | 23,323 3| 1185| 173 13,058
=RHI0) 719 | 225,228 | 2352 | 321,923 | 51| 4756 | 468 | 31,851 | 24| 1623 | 338 | 11,780
cnd 4937 | 102,444 | 1245 | 126,357 2 357 | 385 | 7445 0 296 | 190 | 12,362
»eox®8S | 2481 | 118,142 | 1147 | 123,764 | 10 689 | 786 | 11,725 0| 1047 | 344 | 7685
c99 1410 | 174,265 | 1643 | 206,237 | 10 687 | 698 | 19,168 | 35 432 | 521 | 12,843
c0 O 751 | 184,013 | 1102 | 207,940 | 15| 3509 71| 33,478 6| 2186 35| 4720
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2.7 ¢S5 0008 gEdmedsinon OO 018D WO SBOVHB

@8O
g 8odd ®¢ 8300 @033 ®otdd SISS) SRISTS)]
B8 |gow |&5 |gore |88 |gow | €88 | gowe | €8 | gow | 88 | gow
&®e00 3| 51,445 62 | 52,242 0 321 5 6046 0 106 0 2402
200030 486 | 123,525 722 | 139,069 14 3007 51 | 23,536 4| 1876 10 3235
RAECE 1011 | 107,965 | 1497 | 136,486 4 361 406 8368 | 35 363 489 9207
OODEHD 1190 | 24,948 705 | 37,338 9 48 327 765 0 381 275 2490
eIER 6489 | 307,973 | 3959 | 360,103 | 756 | 40,794 | 1009 | 52,992 | 367 | 6000 | 1149 | 12,541
DICE 294 | 125,898 | 1006 | 156,045 | 238 5142 427 | 15673 | 32 749 249 2523
©®es® 4020 | 263,420 | 3968 | 373,475 | 187 | 17,817 198 | 30,342 | 79| 5730 266 9889
»ORBI©00 72 81028 172 | 87,676 18 1194 195 | 11,242 0 200 6 2910
hiStales) 2922 | 33,681 | 461 | 47,746 1 204 162 1372 0 0 36 3874
DOBJ 907 | 136,123 | 1348 | 181,434 4 3911 64 | 15,683 3 914 328 8330
@00 1450 | 174,644 | 812 | 193,654 72 3143 32 | 11,273 3 771 126 5148
DIOCE 406 | 91,954 | 964 | 125,688 18 1808 199 | 10,515 | 24 572 192 2876
BE@x0D8 808 | 10,118 233 | 18,760 1 14 198 994 0 2 19 1276
ROTTOC 1150 | 132,678 988 | 201,474 65 4433 220 | 19,599 9] 1330 174 6129
®53500© 1109 | 16,985 172 | 17,865 0 63 21 1207 0 71 10 731
e 276 | 67,145 278 | 82,800 23 857 17 7604 0 353 47 6008
®0 69 | 94,804 | 332 | 132,169 12 1630 11 | 11,214 2 182 70 2721
©®160000E 399 | 66,300 | 146 | 69,751 6 326 292 | 10,800 0 69 32 3636
Olea2) 0| 13,095 | 250 | 16,180 0 8 0 919 0 22 0 26
2OTOEB 852 | 131,848 | 1410 | 166,075 0 181 25 4446 0 61 0 1902
0TI 265 | 60,488 380 | 68,871 1 502 20 9942 2 310 25 1485
SBDEO® 158 | 60,893 | 1223 | 91,032 25 1955 130 | 13,427 | 28| 1749 422 3568
lsialele] 313 | 133,274 | 1388 | 196,235 33 2948 269 | 21,336 0| 1051 146 8904
B en®Eas 1288 | 41,749 | 380 | 34,184 1 320 454 4914 0 560 69 2793
D8 Bc300 98 | 28,565 | 129 | 25,806 0 68 4 2953 0 201 125 6455

e @0085 @O 018m OB ORATed DridBe B8ae 4Dime @GR
Bosomyme @ BBDedid o @sicds el 0¢mO® gurl @3¢y 8asiVewns’ ewe
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Estimated Pharmaceutical Drug Users by Districts
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